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A VALUABLE BOOK 


The Education of the 
Negro Prior to 1861 


The History of the Education of the Colored People of the 
United States from the Beginning of Slavery to the Civil War 


BY 


CARTER GODWIN WOODSON, Ph. D. 


(HARVARD) 


460 pp. $2.00; by mail $2.65 


“This book is neither a controversial treatise on Negro education nor a study 
of recent problems. Dr. Woodson has given us something new. He has by scientific 
treatment amassed numerous facts to show the persistent strivings of ante-bellum 
Negroes anxious to be enlightened. What they accomplished is all but marvelous.” 


The author aims to put the student of history in touch with the great movements 
which effected the uplift of the Negroes, ‘and to determine the causes which finally 
reduced many of them to heathenism. 


The titles of the chapters are: ‘‘ Introduction,” “Reli ion with Letters, ” “Educa- 
tion as a Right of Man,” “ Actual Education,” “ Better oe tarni “ Educating the 
Urban Negro,” “The "Reaction,” “ Religion ‘without Letters,” “Learning in Spite of 

ition,” “Educating Negroes Transplanted to Free Soil, ie “Higher ducation,” 
ocational Training,” “ Education at Public Expense.” In the appendix are found a 
ne of — locuments. The volume contains also a critical bibliography and 


a helpful index. 
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What the Framers of the Federal Constitution thought of the Negro. 
Volume IV contains 260 pages of dissertations entitled : 

Primitives Law and the Negro, by Routanp G. UsHER. 

Lincoln’s Plan for Colonizing the Emancipated Negroes, by CHARLES 
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The Proceedings of a Migration Convention and Congressional Ac- 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY OF NEGRO LIFE 
AND HISTORY HELD IN BALTIMORE, 
OCTOBER 20 AND 21, 1926 


The Annual Meeting of the Association for the Study of Negro 
Life and History took place in Baltimore on the 21st and 22d of 
October. Inasmuch as the meeting was not well advertised in the 
city, some persons who might have attended failed to do so because 
of lack of information as to time and place. In spite of this, 
however, the attendance from without was encouraging; and the 
meeting, on the whole, proved to be very successful. Each session 
was devoted to some special topic and the addresses delivered 
generally made a favorable impression. 

The opening session was held at Morgan College, at 10:45 A.M. 
on Thursday. Dr. Pezavia O’Connell of that Institution delivered 
a forceful address in assuming his duty as a presiding officer of that 
session. He enlarged upon the methods by which the Negro has 
been omitted from history and emphasized the importance of not 
only saving the records of the race but of popularizing them through 
the homes, the churches, and the schools. He was then followed 
by Dr. J. O. Spencer, President of Morgan College, who welcomed 
the visitors. In this address, the speaker became impressively 
eloquent in deploring the injection of race hate and religious 
prejudice into the history of this and other nations. Such a custom 
is in itself an evil which will be followed by direful results as it 
happened in the time of the World War. Men who are in the 
position of teaching and writing history must, therefore, record the 
truth and teach the truth, rather than inculcate national bias, race 
hate, and religious prejudice. The prominent visitors from various 
parts of the country were then introduced and some of them made 
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informing remarks which added to the success of this first session 
of the Annual Meeting. 

At 1 o’clock, the delegates in attendance were entertained at 
luncheon by the President and the faculty of Morgan College. 
The hospitality manifested on this occasion was further evidence 
of the warm-heartedness with which the people of Morgan College 
and of Baltimore received the visiting body, if further evidence of 
such a thing were necessary. Leaving the dining hall with joyful 
hearts and bright prospects for an afternoon session, the delegates 
then proceeded to the auditorium of the Frederick Douglass High 
School in the City of Baltimore. 

This session was devoted to the Negro History Week Round 
Table. Mr. H. M. Gross, of the Baltimore Public Schools, presided. 
In taking the chair, he expressed interest in the movement and 
briefly reviewed the manner in which the idea of the celebration of 
Negro History Week was received in Baltimore and how it was 
carried out throughout the various departments of the Negro 
Public Schools of that city. He was then followed by Dr. Otelia 
Cromwell, Head of the Department of History and English of the 
High Schools of the District of Columbia. Dr. Cromwell presented 
in her own way the account of the celebration in the public schools 
of the District of Columbia. She emphasized especially the interest 
which the celebration aroused and the effect of it in the way of 
improving the tone and atmosphere of the school room. These 
results which cannot be easily set forth in words or mathematically 
measured she believed to be the most important of all. Mr. Gough 
D. McDaniels, of the faculty of the Douglass High School, Balti- 
more, spoke next. He had little to say with respect to the actual 
celebration itself since others had covered the field. He brought 
forward valuable suggestions as to how this effort may be made to 
mean more in the future. He then outlined certain facts in history 
which should be emphasized, points of view which should be up- 
rooted, and impressions which should be made upon the mind of 
youth to inspire them to noble endeavor in light of the creditable 
past of their own people. The last speaker, Mr. Doswell E. 
Brooks, Supervisor of Colored Schools, Upper Marlboro, Maryland, 
discussed the matter from the point of view of the rural schools. 
He reported interesting results from those communities where they 
actually caught the spirit and acted thereupon, but he deplored the 
lack of information and lack of direction in the rural schools where 
the people are anxious to be informed and stimulated by proper 
information and study of racial achievements. 
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The first evening session was held in the same auditorium. ‘The 
session was opened by appropriate introductory remarks by Mr. 
F. M. Wood, who presided. He expressed interest in the work of 
the Association, and placed it in the front rank of those agencies 
working for the uplift of the Negro. Professor R. W. Logan, of 
Virginia Union University, then delivered an address on ‘‘The 
Situation in the Greater Canal Zone.”” Having visited Haiti the 
past summer, he devoted most of his time to that particular develop- 
ment in our imperialism, which he severely arraigned. His address 
was thoroughly interesting and was well received. Dr. Carter G. 
Woodson, the next speaker, undertook to show the attitude of the 
Latins toward the Negro in contradistinction to that of the Teuton. 
The unexplored fields of the interesting history of the Negro in 
those parts he undertook to present as most inviting for historical 
scholarship. He emphasized especially the conflict and fusion of 
the various elements in the melting-pot of centuries ago. 

The next morning the Association reassembled at Morgan 
College, to discuss the Negro in Maryland. Rev. George F. Bragg, 
Jr., rector of the St. James Protestant Episcopal Church, opened 
this discussion. An author in this particular field, he was at home 
in handling his subject. He spoke of the Maryland Negro by 
adoption, away from the State, and in the State. His address, 
listened to by an audience largely of Marylanders, was enthusi- 
astically received. It was both informing and inspiring. The next 
on the program, Prof. L. S. James, of the Maryland Normal and 
Industrial School, was also a popular speaker in discussing the 
Maryland Negro of today. He did not restrict himself to the mere 
achievements of the present. The address was in every sense 
historically connected with the past of the Negro in the State. 
New facts were presented and new thought awakened. The session 
as a whole was the most profitable of all. 

At the last evening session at the Frederick Douglass High 
School Auditorium the topic was “‘ Present Factors in Negro Life.” 
The first speaker, Dr. Thomas I. Brown, discussed ‘“‘Some Elements 
in Racial Development.”” Dr. Brown approached the subject theo- 
retically, and he made a practical application of underlying principles 
for the betterment of the interracial situation. He was then 
followed by M. E. A. Schaal, of Johns Hopkins University. Mr. 
Schaal gave his experience in the interracial work in which he has 
been engaged in trying to bring both races together. He has 
found out that the races can actually work together for the common 
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good and that we may some day look forward to actual equality 
and justice for all. The last speaker, Dean Rufus E. Clement, 
of Livingstone College, delivered a very thoughtful discourse on 
“The Church School as a Factor in Negro Life.” He showed 
that the institutions for the education of the Negro before the 
Civil War were religious, that those established after the Civil 
War were of this sort, and he believes that for many years to come 
the Church schools must figure in the life of the Negro. He con- 
tended, too, that these schools have not been agents of reaction. 
They have been more progressive in the development of advanced 
thought than those supported by the State. 

At the business session of the Association held that afternoon, 
the incumbent President, the Secretary-Treasurer, and Director 
were reelected. The same trustees and standing committees were 
reappointed. The following persons were elected members of the 
Executive Council: John R. Hawkins, S. W. Rutherford, Carter G. 
Woodson, Julius Rosenwald, James H. Dillard, John E. Nail, Bishop 
R. A. Carter, Franz Boas, C. R. Fish, W. G. Pearson, W. E. Dodd, 
E. A. Hooton, Bishop John Hurst, Alexander L. Jackson, Bishop 
R. E. Jones, T. R. Davis, and John Hope. 

The most important business transacted at this session was the 
working out of a plan for additional financial support for the Associa- 
tion. Various ideas and suggestions came from the body and in- 
terested all persons entering the discussion thereupon. The ques- 
tion of securing an endowment of $500,000 evoked more comment 
than any other. Not very much was reported as accomplished by 
the committee on the endowment authorized in 1924, all of the 
members of which have not as yet been appointed. The members 
present, however, easily appreciated the difficulty of starting an 
endowment campaign and showed patience in awaiting the deferred 
report of a permanent plan. The following persons were selected 
as members of this committee: Dr. James H. Dillard, Mr. Moorfield 
Storey, Mr. L. Hollingsworth Wood, Mr. W. G. Pearson, and 
President John Hope. The Business Committee was authorized to 
approach two or four other prominent men for service upon this 
important committee. Upon acceptance, they become duly quali- 
fied to function in this capacity. 
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THE CHURCH SCHOOL AS A SOCIAL FACTOR 
IN NEGRO LIFE! 


There are many and varied factors that go to make up 
present-day Negro life. Education is one of these social 
factors. The aim in this discussion is briefly to survey the 
work of a certain educational agency, the church school. 
By the term ‘church school” we mean any educational 
institution operated by or under the control of a board or 
society of a religious denomination. We are aware of the 
current use of the term in circles of religious education to 
denote the school in which the organized Christian church 
attempts to teach religion to the young. We shall not make 
use of the term in this latter sense. We shall not attempt to 
survey the work of all church schools, moreover, but only 
those of America operated for Negro students which attempt 
to do work of college grade with curricula based on four years 
of study above the high school. 

The speaker is well aware of the limitations of the present 
study. It is not exhaustive. It is not intended to be. 
There is the hope, however, that it may prove suggestive, 
and perhaps influence some one more capable and scholarly 
to make a complete and scientific investigation in this field. 

This discourse, moreover, is not to be taken as a plea for 
separate schools. Education is the function of the state; 
and in any great democratic nation, such as the one in which 
we live claims to be, the major work of training the citizenry 
should be undertaken by the established government and 
financed out of the public fund. But because of certain 
conditions we know that the State has been reluctant in 
assuming this obligation in so far as it affects the darker 
portion of her citizens, and especially is this true in the field 
of higher education. 

‘This address was delivered at the annual meeting of the Association in 


Baltimore, Maryland, October 22, 1926. 
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The wilful neglect of Negro education was an actual 
condition which the church school tried to meet. How well 
it has succeeded at this self-imposed task is a question we 
shall attempt to answer. We shall endeavor to indicate the 
achievements of the church schools as they are reflected in 
present Negro life, and perhaps suggest that their usefulness 
has not passed, and that they are yet vital factors in the 
complex social structure of Afro-America. 

The higher education of the Negro in America has been 
provided for in three types of schools. The first of these is 
the independent institution with a self-perpetuating board of 
trustees, generously if not amply endowed, and responsible to 
no religious society, board, or denomination, nor to govern- 
ment authorities. Hampton, Tuskegee, and Atlanta Uni- 
versity fall into this class of institutions. The second group 
is made up of schools like Howard University, the North 
Carolina Agricultural and Technical College, the Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, the West Virginia 
Collegiate Institute and similar institutions which receive 
their support almost entirely from Federal or State funds, or 
from both, and in which the government exercises final 
control. It may be noted in passing that because of the 
necessity for annual or biennial appropriations with which to 
carry on the work of these institutions practically all of this 
second group are at the mercy of legislative bodies. 

There is, finally, a third group of schools dedicated to the 
task of educating the Negro in the higher fields of study. 
For the most part these institutions are not generously 
endowed and have not the large physical plants nor the 
extensive equipment to be found in the other two systems. 
Their support comes from religious denominations and their 
governing boards are in the final analysis responsible to an 
organized religious constituency. These are the church 
schools. Lincoln in Pennsylvania, Wilberforce, Fisk, Morgan, 
Morehouse, Talladega, and Livingstone fall into this class. 

According to statistics for 1925-26, there are all together 
eighty-six schools of collegiate rank operating in the field of 
higher education for the Negro. Of these eighty-six three, 
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Hampton, Tuskegee, and Atlanta University, are classed in 
group one as non-sectarian or distinctly private; eighteen 
(Howard and the State colleges) are in group two as being 
under government control, directly or indirectly; and the 
remaining sixty-five are classed as denominational or church 
schools. These eighty-six schools have a combined teaching 
force of 2,656 serving a student body of 39,425 persons. 
This total may be divided to show that there are 381 teachers 
and 3,135 students in the three private or non-sectarian 
schools; 846 teachers and 11,171 students in group two or 
the Federal and State controlled schools; and 1,429 teachers 
and 25,119 persons enrolled in schools of group three, the 
church schools. 

It will be seen that in this day and time more than five- 
eighths of the total number of students in Negro colleges are 
in the church schools, and more than fifty per cent of the 
combined teaching staff serve these institutions. It should 
also be noted that of a total of eighty-six schools distributed 
largely through the Southern States of America sixty-five or 
about seventy per cent are operated and controlled by religious 
bodies. In view of the foregoing figures the question might 
naturally arise as to the reason for such a division. Is the 
number of church schools large today because it has been 
discovered that they do a better work than the others? Is it 
that these church schools have outgrown the schools of the 
other two groups? Was it originally intended that the higher 
education of the Negro should be entrusted to the church 
schools? Or has the State conceded that the church schools 
are better than State schools for this type of work? These 
questions require consideration. 

Prior to the Civil War the status of Negro education had 
been a changing affair. In the early days of the Negro in 
America there was present a tolerant, if not liberal, attitude. 
It was not a crime to teach Negroes to read and write and a 
goodly number of persons of color, both free and slave, were 
familiar with the basic elements of learning. Later, from 
1800 on, there came a period of reaction when States attached 


severe penalties to the ‘‘crime” of teaching black folk. In 
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certain districts it was a crime on the part of the Negro even 
to be able to read or write. In many instances the Northern 
United States were as intolerant as the slaveholding South: 
Prudence Crandall at Waterbury, Connecticut, and the 
officers of the Noyes Academy at Canaan, New Hampshire, 
can bear testimony. 

There were in the North, however, two groups who for 
different reasons still believed in Negro education. The 
colonization societies still espoused the cause for the reason 
that they wanted to see educated Negroes take charge of 
Liberia or other deportation projects; and although the 
North did not generally accept the policy, the abolitionists 
continued to press for enlightenment of black people because 
they believed in the inalienable right of all men to obtain 
whatever education they are capable of mastering. Nor did 
the abolitionists halt at the idea of higher education. It is 
significant, too, that most abolitionists were devout church 
people; and, hence, such institutions as they were successful 
in establishing were for the most part associated with 
religious bodies. Avery College, the Institute for Colored 
Youth, and Ashmun Institute in Pennsylvania, and Wilber- 
force University in Ohio, were such antebellum institutions 
dedicated to the higher education of the Negro. 

At the close of the Civil War the Federal Government set 
up the Freedmen’s Bureau which, among other things, was 
instrumental in establishing thirteen institutions of higher 
education. When the Bureau’s short life of five years came 
to an end, twelve of these thirteen schools eventually passed 
under the control of religious bodies and are today listed 
among our sixty-five church schools. The remaining one, 
Howard University, continued under Federal supervision. 

Elementary schools for Negroes became a part of the 
public school systems of Southern States. Higher education, 
however, was neglected by the State governments. The 
Northern white church bodies and the Negro denominations 
of America then undertook to meet the emergency by estab- 
lishing and financing these church schools. 

Sixty years after slavery we halt and ask the question, 
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‘‘What have these church schools done?” What of their 
work? What contributions have they made and do they 
make to present Negro life?” 

As a factor in Negro life we believe the church schools 
have been active along four important lines. First, they have 
taught race pride; second, they have developed Negro leader- 
ship; third, they have been instruments working for the 
adaptation of the Negro to his environment; fourth, they 
have been centers of independent thought. 

Race pride, distinguished from self-glorification, is essential 
to the development of a people. Social evolution depends 
upon the contact between generations. The well-being or 
the ill-being of the present generation is directly influenced 
by the actions of the preceding generations. Who were my 
ancestors? What did they do? ‘These are questions, the 
answers to which will largely determine who I am, what I 
will do. Not that ancestry is binding or conclusive, but 
rather is contributive. For many years the Negro boys and 
girls were led to believe that the race had no past worthy of 
record. They were taught by declaration and by inference 
that they were members of an inferior group and should never 
hope to rise above a certain level. The people in authority 
saw to it that this was done. Text-books which dealt with 
the contributions of the Negro race either in America or in 
other climes were ruled out of the curricula as being untrue 
and unsafe. The result was a great dearth of race pride on 
the part of the Negro. In the meantime, a small group of 
intelligent Negroes were busying themselves digging up the 
authentic records of the Negro’s past. This done, they 
turned to the Negro church school as an agency through 
which they might teach the young generation concerning the 
valuable work of the past. We do not claim that other 
schools, the public and the strictly private, do not teach 
Negro history, but we are persuaded that more emphasis is 
placed upon race heritage and race appreciation in the church 
college than in these others. The largest interest of the 
State school is vocational and professional, while the church 
school is thinking in terms of the cultural and social. 
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In the matter of developing Negro leadership for this day 
the church school has played an important réle. There are 
but few outstanding Negroes today who have not at some 
time in their educational life come under the influence of the 
church school. There is no up-to-date Who’s Who of the 
American Negro; and, therefore, statistics are not available 
to prove or disprove this theory. May I ask, however, that 
you compile a mental list of eminent living Afro-Americans. 
You will find that a large percentage have attended these 
schools. This is not surprising when we remember that the 
burden of higher education has fallen largely upon these 
institutions. There are leaders who are the product of State 
and private Negro college. There are those whose training 
has been received in white institutions. There are some who 
have had no formal college work at all. The total of these, 
we believe, will not approach the number trained in the 
schools under discussion. Certain elements which go into 
the training that fits one for leadership are found in a larger 
measure in church schools than in other institutions. The 
emphasis on racial heritage, of which we have spoken, is 
one of these elements: the opportunity of a large social 
contact, the wide circle of acquaintances within the race, 
the chance to become informed of the problems of Negroes 
in widely scattered communities, together with a large amount 
of freedom in thought and expression—all work towards 
making the church school a fine training ground for leaders. 

As agencies working towards the betterment of race 
conditions the church schools have done a good work. We 
have chosen to call this phase of their activities adaptation to 
environment. I have in mind the work the church schools 
have done to better the political, cultural, social, and moral 
and religious life of the Negro. Through all of the dark days 
of disfranchisement these schools have not given up their 
ideas of political rights nor have the mouths of their leaders 
been hushed with appointive plums. Sometimes their build- 
ings have felt the torch of the incendiary, the purse strings of 
disgruntled benefactors have been pulled tight, and their 
teaching forces have been threatened with nothing short of 
death; yet they have gone serenely forward in spite of threat 
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and opposition, firm in the belief that all men of a right ought 
to be free and equal before the bar of justice and in front of 
the door of opportunity. 

The church schools have long been the centers of culture in 
Negro communities. They have been a vital part of that 
little leaven which leaveneth the whole lump. They have 
been patrons of the fine arts, bringing into the different 
communities the great artists of the race and presenting them 
to the larger group. It is in fact a very difficult thing today 
for a race artist successfully to complete a series of concerts 
in the Southland without depending very largely upon the 
support of the church schools or upon the communities 
enlightened through contact with these schools. 

In the field of social reform and reconstruction these 
schools have done much work. They have preached the 
civic virtues as well as cried aloud for civic right. They have 
taught the Negro youth the value of recreation; they have 
shown them the wisdom of health; they have used their 
influence against the spread and increase of crime; and they 
have done it all not in the spirit of self-preservation so much 
as in the spirit of racial betterment. They have developed 
good and useful Negro citizens because they were striving to 
make good and useful men. Their ideal has been to make the 
world a better place in which all men might live. 

As moral and religious forces their work is well known. 
Many of them began in the hearts and minds of missionaries, 
others owe their beginning to a desire to train Negro ministers, 
while yet others started with an idea of training orthodox 
members for certain religious denominations. Be that as it 
may, these institutions have exerted great influence for right 
living among Negro people. They have moulded sentiment 
and trained humanity for righteousness. 

And now we come to the contribution of the church 
schools as centers of independent thought. Such work is 
very difficult of statistical evaluation and yet very far reaching 
and very real in social life. The thinking of a people will 
largely determine the place that people will have in a civiliza- 
tion. The thinkers will always rule, the thinkers will always 
progress. As long as you can think for the other man you 
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can rule the other man. So long as the thinking of an indi- 
vidual or of a race or nation is stifled and repressed, so long 
will that individual, race, or nation occupy an inferior and 
subservient place in the affairs of life. Say what you will 
but independent thought is not encouraged in institutions 
that’ depend upon public funds for maintenance. The edu- 
cation of public institutions is in a large measure education 
dictated and forced down from above. The State determines 
what shall or shall not be taught. in its classrooms and all 
else is heresy and sacrilege. State schools are fine places for 
physical experiments and laboratory study but are not quite 
so good for psychological investigations or for social theory. 
This is true to a varying degree in different States. Although 
it may seem paradoxical, yet we believe it is true that more 
evolution has been taught in church schools than ever has 
entered the doors of State colleges for Negroes. Perhaps there 
are those here now who would question the wisdom of allowing 
the church schools to become centers of independent thought. 
To you I would say I have no brief for radicalism, but I would 
prefer to have the student think, even though he thought 
wrongly, than not to think at all; for somehow we believe 
that eventually he who thinks will arrive at sound conclusions. 
Negro men and women today are thinking in terms of rights, 
in terms of equality, in terms of Christian brotherhood, 
thanks to the sympathetic atmosphere of certain colleges. 
Let us turn now to final words. I repeat that this is not 
a plea for separate schools. In fact, I am not certain that the 
church school itself will hold so large a place tomorrow in the 
life of the Negro as it does today. I am conscious of the 
growing liberal attitude on the part of State authorities. I 
see around me in my travels to and fro the evidences that the 
entire population of America is gradually awakening, at last, 
to a realization that the Negro is a man as other men with 
similar rights and privileges, capacities and abilities. And 
perhaps the new day will see equal and adequate educational 
facilities afforded the Negro population. Until that time and 
against that day there is a definite contribution the church 


school can make to Negro life. 
Rurus E. CLEMENT 

















EDUCATION OF THE NEGRO IN CHARLESTON, 
SOUTH CAROLINA, PRIOR TO THE 
CIVIL WAR 


The education of the Negro in South Carolina followed 
soon after the founding of the colony. In 1701, there was 
formed in London the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts. The chief purpose of this organiza- 
tion was to proselyte Negroes, Indians, and their children. 
This society attempted some work in the colony of Carolina. 
“The first active schoolmaster of this society was Rev. 
Samuel Thomas of Goose Creek Parish in South Carolina. 
He took up this work there in 1695, and in 1705 could count 
among his communicants twenty Negroes, who with several 
others ‘well understanding the English tongue’ could read 
and write.’”’! Rev. Mr. Thomas said: ‘I have here pre- 
sumed to give an account of one thousand slaves so far as 
they know of it and are desirous of Christian knowledge and 
seem willing to prepare themselves for it, in learning to read, 
for which they redeem the time from their labor. Many of 
them can read the Bible distinctly, and great numbers of 
them were learning when I left the province.’? But not 
only had this worker enlightened many Negroes in his parish, 
but had enlisted in the work several ladies, among whom was 
Mrs. Haig Edwards. The Rev. Mr. Taylor, already interested 

1T am greatly indebted to the following persons for information given and 
for access to family records and papers: Miss Kate Holloway; Miss Jennie 
Weston, a granddaughter of Thos. Bonneau; Mrs. Louise Bonneau Holmes; 
Mrs. Catherine Winslow, now deceased; Mrs. Rebecca Oliver; Mrs. Amelia 
Ellison, now deceased; Miss Rebecca Vanderhorst, a niece of Mr. Wm. Ferrette; 
Rev. Nathaniel Spencer; Rev. J. B. Middleton, now deceased; and Mr. Richard 
Birnie, Sr. 

Mrs. Stromer was my maternal great-grandmother. Henry Frost was my 
maternal grandfather. 

C. W. Brrnie 
2 Woodson’s Education of the Negro Prior to 1861, p. 24. See also An Account 


of the Endeavors Used by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts, pp. 13-14. 
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in the cause, hoped that other masters and mistresses would 
follow the example of Mrs. Edwards.* 

We have no further accounts until 1731, when we learn 
that some Negroes were able to recite the Apostles’ Creed, 
the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Commandments. About this 
time, Rev. E. Taylor of St. Andrew’s Parish, near Charleston, 
not only gave religious instruction to Negroes, but taught 
them the elementary subjects of secular education. In 1743, 
Rev. Alexander Garden opened a school for Negro children, 
which at one time had an enrollment of thirty-six students. 

“This organization hit upon the plan of purchasing two 
Negroes named Harry and Andrew, and of qualifying them 
by thorough instruction in the principles of Christianity and 
the fundamentals of education, to serve as schoolmasters to 
their people. Under the direction of Rev. Mr. Garden, the 
missionary who had directed the training of these young men, 
a building costing about three hundred and eight pounds 
was erected in Charleston, South Carolina. In the school 
which opened in this building in 1744, Harry and Andrew 
served as teachers. In the beginning, the school had about 
sixty young students, and had a very good daily attendance 
for a number of years. The directors of the institution 
planned to send out annually between thirty and forty 
youths ‘well instructed in religion and capable of reading 
their Bibles to carry home and diffuse the same knowledge 
to their fellow slaves.’ It is highly probable that after 1740 
such schools were attended largely by free persons of color. 
Because the progress of Negro education had been rather 
rapid, South Carolina enacted that year a law prohibiting any 
person from teaching or causing a slave to be taught, or from 
employing or using a slave as a scribe in any manner of 
writing.” * 

“In 1764, the Charleston school was closed for reasons 
which it is difficult to determine. From one source we learn 
that one of the teachers died, and the other having turned out 
profligate, no instructors could be found to continue the work. 


3 An Account of the Endeavors Used by the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts, p. 15. 
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It does not seem that the sentiment against the education of 
free Negroes had by that time become sufficiently strong to 
cause the school to be discontinued. It is evident, however, 
that with the assistance of influential persons of different 
communities the instruction of slaves continued in that 
colony. Writing about the middle of the eighteenth century, 
Eliza Lucas, a lady of South Carolina, who afterward married 
Justice Pinckney, mentions a parcel of little Negroes whom 
she had undertaken to teach to read.” 4 

The period from 1765 to 1790 is involved in much 
obscurity, but it is quite evident that many colored people 
must have acquired much more than the rudiments of an 
education, for in 1790 the Brown Fellowship Society (now 
known as the Century) was organized at the suggestion of 
the rector of St. Philip’s Church (Protestant Episcopal), 
Rev. Thomas Frost. Aside from its benevolences, one of the 
purposes of this society was to maintain schools for Negro 
children. The complete minutes of this organization from 
its founding to the present time can be seen at their building 
on Pitt Street, Charleston, 8. C. 

A few years later other societies were started along similar 
lines. Among them were the Humane and Friendly in 1802 
and the Minors Moralist in 1803. This latter society was 
founded by James Mitchell, Joseph Humphries, William 
Cooper, Carlos Huger, Thomas 8. Bonneau, William Clark 
and Richard Holloway. One of its chief objects was the 
education of indigent and orphaned Negro children. It 
consisted of fifty members, each of whom gave five dollars 
at first, and thereafter the sum of twenty cents a month. 
This society went out of existence in 1847. 

In 1813, the Friendly Union was organized and a little 
later the Brotherly, and the Unity and Friendship, all of 
which are still in existence. These organizations owed their 
beginning and growth to the spontaneous efforts of the free 
people of color to grapple with their own problems and to 
minister to their own needs. Their very names suggest the 
impelling motives. 


4 Woodson’s Education of the Negro Prior to 1861, pp. 33-36. 
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At various times prior to 1833, there flourished the 
following associations: The Cumberland Society, the Asbury 
Association, the Capers Missionary Society and the Bonneau 
Library Society. These namesare significant. They indicate 
that these associations were religious. During the reaction, as 
a result of the industrial revolution and the slave insurrections 
in protest, the Negroes were not only prohibited from learning 
to read and write, but were partly barred from religious 
instruction. Later made ashamed by criticism from without, 
however, there was worked out a system of religious instruc- 
tion without literary education. Bishop William Capers was 
the chief factor in the movement in South Carolina just as 
others espoused the same cause elsewhere. 

From an educational standpoint the Bonneau Library 
Society was the most important. It was probably started 
about 1830, shortly after the death of Bonneau. We know 
that in 1833 Richard Holloway was notified of his election 
as a member, that in 1841 a call was made for its revival, and 
that in 1845 it was still active, as the following letter will 
show. 


Gentlemen: 

Having been informed by our worthy Secretary of my indebted- 
ness to the Society of six 25/100 Dollars, but sirs, look not to the 
apparent lukewarmness, which seemed to have glided over the past. 
The noble cause which you seem determined to battle with is of 
itself enough to form us in one phalanx, to war against that deadly 
enemy of the Rational Being, Ignorance. Permit me sirs, to crave 
your indulgence until your next meeting, at which time I hope to be 
able to meet the just claim. Receive Gents, my best wishes for the 
Annual Celebration, and the future prosperity of the Society. 

Yours etc. 
(Signed) H. Carpozo 
President and Members of the Library Society. 
Charleston, 8. C., January 14th, 1845. 


That these men had the ambition to organize and succeed 
in keeping alive a society of this character shows that they 
must have possessed more than a mere fragmentary training. 
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We also have many of the minutes kept by the various 
secretaries and they clearly show the attainment of an 
advanced degree of education. 

Without doubt, the greatest period of prosperity for the 
Negro in Charleston was between the years 1790 and 1830. 
In 1790, there were 775 free colored people in Charleston. 
In 1820, the number had increased to 3,615. In 1830, there 
were 6,000. But from 1830 to 1860 the increase was only 90, 
due to the great emigration which followed the harsh laws 
of 1834. 

The free people of Charleston were contractors, merchants, 
coal and wood dealers, and artisans. One even kept a hotel. 
A considerable number had reached a business standing 
recognized by the banks. Among them were William McKin- 
lay, Anthony Weston, Robert Howard, R. E. DeReef, Joseph 
DeReef, Joshua Wilson, Sr., Richard Holloway, Charles 
Holloway and many others. The wealth of some of these 
men ranged from $15,000 to $125,000. 

Prior to the unfortunate and abortive uprising of Denmark 
Vesey and his adherents in 1822, very little restriction was 
placed on the education of slaves or freedmen. The schools 
for the Negroes there not only supplied the need of those in 
Charleston, but attracted pupils from Augusta and other 
cities. But as both slaves and freedmen were concerned in 
this plot, severe laws were enacted in regard to the education 
of both classes. 

Soon after the opening of the General Assembly of South 
Carolina in December, 1834, a bill was drawn, it is said, by 
two Charleston lawyers, who were members of the Legislature. 
It was intended to prevent the teaching of slaves or free 
persons of color and to abolish their schools. It was fully 
discussed, passed by both houses and became a law to be 
enforced April 1, 1835.5 The education of slaves was abso- 

5 This law was: An act to amend the law relating to Slaves and Free persons 
of Color. Be it enacted by the Honorable, the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives now met and sitting in General Assembly, and by the authority of the same. 
If any person shall hereafter teach any slave to read or write, or cause or procure 


any slave to read or write, such person if a free white person upon conviction 
thereof shall for each and every offense against this act be fined not exceeding 
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lutely forbidden and that of free persons of color placed under 
the most rigid inspection. For instance, where the school was 
taught by a person of color some white person had to be pres- 
ent to act as a restraint on the teaching. 

The question naturally arises how did Negroes manage to 
obtain an education in the face of such a law. The answer 
is simple. As far as the city of Charleston was concerned, 
the part relating to free persons of color was simply ignored. 
Nevertheless, owing to harsher and harsher laws a large 
number of families migrated to Philadelphia, New York and 
Boston. Their descendants today form a very influential 
part of the Negro population of these cities. As the law 
forbade the return of colored people who had once gone 
North, many of these emigrants never visited Charleston 
again. 

To give a complete list of all the schools in Charleston 
between 1790 and 1860 would be an impossibility. These 
herein mentioned have been brought to light only after 
research into family records and papers and by correspondence 
and conversation with the few survivors of those days.® 
One of the most famous colored teachers of his time was 
Thos. 8. Bonneau. He kept a school from about 1803 until 
his death about 1828 or 1829. His school was so large that 
he was compelled to employ assistants, one of whom was Mr. 
William McKinney and the other Mr. F. K. Sasportas. 
One Hundred Dollars and imprisoned not more than six months; or if a free 
person of color shall be whipped not exceeding fifty lashes, and fined not exceeding 
Fifty Dollars, at the discretion of the Court of Magistrates and Freeholders 
before which such person of color is tried; and if a slave to be whipped at the 
discretion of the court; not exceeding fifty lashes; the informer to be entitled to 
one half of the fine and to be a competent witness. And if any free person of 
color or slave shall keep any school or other place of instruction for teaching any 
slave or free person of color to read or write, such free person of color or slave 
shall be liable to the same fine and corporal punishment as are by this act imposed 
and inflicted upon free persons of color and slaves for teaching slaves to read 
or write. 

6 In this connection the following receipt is of interest: 

Frank Logan 


to John Constantine, Dr. 
To schooling his son 3 quarters, 3£ 10 shillings. 
Received May 12th, 1792 the sum of 40 shillings, on part of the above contents. 
(Signed) JoHN CONSTANTINE. 
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Later this school was carried on by Daniel Payne, who after- 
wards became a bishop in the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Thos. S. Bonneau seems to have been a man of 
great force of character. He left his impress not only on 
the people of his time, but for many years after. He died 
when forty-seven years of age, and so much was he appreciated 
by his former pupils that a monument was erected to his 
memory. This monument can yet be seen in the cemetery 
in which he is buried. The teaching profession has been 
represented in every generation of his lineal descendants. 

Other schools for Negroes rendered valuable service in the 
early part of the nineteenth century. One Mr. Munns or 
Munz kept a school which was quite popular for some time. 
In 1820, Mrs. Stromer, a woman of color, founded a school 
which was continued until the Civil War. She was one of the 
first teachers in the schools for freedmen that were established 
after emancipation. 

One of the largest and best known of these ante-bellum 
schools was conducted by Mr. W. W. Wilburn, a white man, 
on Coming Street, opposite Bull Street. He was paid a 
regular salary, not having to depend at all on tuition. The 
financial affairs of this school were managed by a Board of 
Trustees elected by the patrons. The earliest of these trustees 
of whom we have record were Benj. Huger, Joseph Sasportas 
and William McKinlay. 

Among other schools may be mentioned those taught by 
the following: Simeon Beard on Wall Street; Edward Beard 
on Coming Street near Duncan Street; Wm. Feerette on 
Market Street; Wallace, a white man, on Beaufain Street; 
Mood on Beaufain Street; Seymour on George Street; Andrew 
Miller who kept school about 1830; Kegney, a white Roman 
Catholic, who had a school at the corner of Radcliffe and St. 
Philip Streets; Fannie Bonneau on Coming Street; Amelia 
Barnett on Mary Street; Mary Witzell, a white woman, on 
Anson Street; Kittie Solomon, who is said to have been a 
Haytian refugee; and Henry Frost on Magazine Street. 

The churches, especially the Episcopal, took active part in 
Negro education. They had Sunday schools for Negro 
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children immediately after the closing of the white Sunday 
schools. Both classes were taught by the same teachers. 
About 1840, the Diocese of South Carolina opened a school 
at St. Stephen’s Church on Anson Street, which is still used 
for the same purpose. 

The instruction given in these schools compared very 
favorably with any in the city, the teachers in a number 
of cases being young men who earned their way through 
college by teaching. Some of these students after they had 
finished at these schools employed tutors who taught them 
many of the higher branches which they were pursuing at the 
Charleston College. 

While these schools were primarily for free children, it 
must not be thought that slaves were altogether neglected. 
Some received at least the rudiments, and in a few cases were 
more highly educated than free Negroes. This came about 
in three ways. Many of what is known as the aristocratic 
element had the old English idea that it was beneath a 
gentleman to work or to attend to business. Consequently 
in many cases their slaves were educated for the purpose of 
looking after their master’s business affairs. Slaves, moreover, 
were often sent to freemen and freewomen to learn various 
trades and while there they were taught other things also. In 
many families, too, slaves were inherited like other property. 
Oftentimes, they were so left that they could not be sold and 
families separated. In the course of time, slaves and free 
people would often intermarry. The children of such a union 
in which the mother was a slave, of course, were slaves 
themselves. In a considerable number of cases these slaves 
did not live with their masters. They had only to give him 
a certain sum every week or month, and anything they 
earned above that belonged to them. Some saved sufficient 
money to buy their freedom. Those children born of the 
union of free and slave families often had free relatives who 
adopted them and sent them to school as their own. 

Again slaves learned to read and write for a definite 
purpose. The law was that they could not be on the streets 
at night after a certain hour without a permit from their 
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owners. ‘These passes were inspected by any police officer. 
Slaves often forged their owners’ names to these permits and 
were not detected, for in many cases the officers could hardly 


read or write themselves.’ 
C. W. Birnie. 


7 Copies of two tuition receipts: 
Mr. Richard Wilkinson. 
To Thos. 8. Bonneau, Dr. 
December 19th 1827 
To one month and a half tuition of his sons Masters Francis and Edward 
Wilkinson at $1 50/100 per month. 
Received payment. 
(Signed) TxHos. S. BonNEAU. 


Received of Mr. Chas. Holloway (1 75/100 in full for one month’s tuition 
of his two daughters, Mary and Catherine. 
July 23rd 1852. 
(Signed) Lousz P. Weston 
for 
F. PrnckNEy BoNNEAU. 











ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE SLAVE-TRADE 


Much has been said and written of the callous greed of the 
American Colonies in their insistence upon Negro slavery and 
the African slave-trade. Most, perhaps all, of the blame 
may be deserved; but, to their credit be it said, some of the 
provinces did all in their power to check the latter, but were 
balked by the higher authority at Westminster in the interest 
of English trade. The Old British Empire, as it existed before 
it was rent in twain by the American Revolution to make way 
for the grander and better New British Empire, was frankly 
built on the model of the Roman Empire in which colonies 
and provinces were supposed to exist not for the benefit of 
colonists and provincials but of the mother country. Every 
act of any American colony was closely scrutinized with a 
view to its effect on English trade and commerce. 

All the examples of interference by the Privy Council 
with colonial legislation which I shall adduce are during the 
decade before the Declaration of Independence and are taken 
from official sources." 

Let us begin with the Old Dominion. Virginia, in April, 
1767, having already an import duty of ten per cent on 
slaves brought into the colony, imposed a further duty of 
ten per cent payable by the purchaser. This was dis- 
allowed.’ 

The story is not very creditable to the home authorities. 
An act of 1728 for laying a duty on slaves imported into 
Virginia had been disallowed as harmful to English trade 
since it would work a practical prohibition of the importation 
of slaves into Virginia.* In 1731, however, the governors of 
the American colonies were instructed to give the royal 

1 Acts of the Privy Council of England—Colonial Series, Vol. V, A.D. 1766- 
1783: London, The King’s Printer, 1912, an instructive publication, admirably 
edited and printed. 


2 Do. do., Vol. V, pp. 164, 165—August 12, 1768. 
3 Do. do., Vol. III, pp. 64, 65. 
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assent to laws laying moderate duties upon Negroes imported, 
provided such duties were paid by the purchaser, the colonial, 
and not by the importer.‘ Virginia thereupon laid an import 
duty of ten per cent and this was suffered to pass; but an 
additional ten per cent laid in 1767 was too much; and this, 
as we have seen, was disallowed by the Privy Council at 
Westminster. 

The Old Dominion did not relax her efforts to check the 
villainous traffic. In December, 1769, another act was passed 
imposing an import duty of fifteen per cent on slaves in 
addition to the existing duty of ten per cent and also payable 
by the purchaser. Now, the Privy Council recognized that 
the effect, as it was the obvious intention, would be the 
entire prohibition of the importation of slaves into Virginia. 
They also were now convinced both from principle and 
experience that the distinction between duties paid by the 
buyer and those paid by the importer was fallacious and the 
operation of either mode was the same. The former mode 
wherein the purchaser and not the slave trader paid the duty 
had ‘‘ without Complaint from the Merchants of this Kingdom 
[England] universally prevailed in all Colonies which import 
Slaves’; and the Privy Council would not have interfered 
‘“‘had these Duties in the present Case been confined within 
the Limits of Moderation: But when the privilege of laying 
moderate Duties payable by the purchaser is extended so far 
as to have the effect of a prohibition, the objections made 

. in the year 1729 do stand forth in their full force and 
extent. For which Reason and forasmuch as the Merchants 
of Bristol, Liverpool and Lancaster have both by their 
Representatives and by Memorials stated . . . the prejudice 
which these Laws will be to the Trade and Commerce of 
those Ports .. . ”, they were disallowed, December 4, 1770. 
The governor was given specific instructions not to give the 
royal assent to any law increasing the import duty on slaves 
beyond the ten per cent already imposed.°® 

4 Do. do., Vol. V, p. 287. 


5 Do. do., Vol. V, pp. 286-8, where the whole interesting story is told. It is 
somewhat amusing to note the absurd fallacy of the effect of the incidence of 


4 
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The following year, an address by the House of Burgesses 
of Virginia was sent by Lord Dunmore, the Governor of 
Virginia, to Lord Hillsborough, Secretary of State, and by 
him to the Privy Council, who, December 19, 1771, referred 
it to the Board of Trade. This address humbly prayed His 
Majesty to remove all restraints from his governors which 
prevented them from “‘assenting to such Laws as might check 
the Importation of Slaves into the Colonies from the Coast of 
Africa, The Importation of such Slaves having long been 
considered as a Trade of great Inhumanity and under its 
present Encouragement, they have too much reason to fear 
will endanger the very Existence of His Majesty’s American 
Dominions.”’® This address does not seem to have been so 
much as considered until July 31, 1772; but in the meantime 
in April, 1772, an act was passed in Virginia laying an 
additional five per cent import duty on slaves. This, of 
course, under his Instructions, the governor could not assent 
to—and it was disallowed, April 7, 1773.7. The attempt was 
not renewed. 

Georgia was not more successful. In September, 1773, 
an act was passed obliging masters of vessels and other 
transient persons, importing Negroes, &c., to pay tax for the 
same. It was in vain that the Assembly solemnly declared 
that it was not intended by the act to levy a duty but only to 
compel transient traders to contribute to the support of the 
Government of Georgia. The Board of Trade and their 
lawyer, Mr. Jackson, K.C., saw through the subterfuge, 
especially as a very great part of the expense of the Govern- 
ment of Georgia was ‘‘defrayed out of the Revenue of Great 
Britain.”” The act was disallowed, December 19, 1773. 
the duty upon the purchaser rather than the importer (or manufacturer) having 


force with the hard-headed group of men in Westminster; but it is not dead yet 
in all quarters. 

6 Do. do., Vol. V, p. 288. 

7 Do. do., Vol. V, pp. 362, 3. 

8 Do. do., Vol. V, pp. 403, 4. It may be of interest to note other legislation 
of Georgia as to slaves. By the Imperial Act of 1732, 5 George II, c. 7, s. 4, 
Negroes in the American plantations were made real estate—See my article The 
Slave in Canada, JouRNAL oF Nearo History, V (July, 1920), p. 13, n. 12. And 
it was the policy of the American Colonies to make slaves real estate descendible 
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Pennsylvania was no more fortunate. In February, 1773, 
she passed an act levying an additional import duty of £10 on 
every slave. The Board of Trade said that it was ‘‘ probably 
intended as a prohibition on this article of trade—to the 
prejudice of a very important branch of British Commerce’’; 
and it was promptly disallowed, July 6, 1774.° 

Even Jamaica had the same experience. Her act of 
February, 1774, imposing an additional duty of 40s. a head 
on slaves imported, payable by the importer, was disallowed, 
February 27, 1775, the merchants alleging ‘‘that this addi- 
tional Duty is such a Burthen having already amounted to 
upwards of £15,000 upon twenty-six Cargoes that without 
Your Majesty’s Interposition for their relief they can no 
longer with any hope of gain carry on the Slave Trade to 
that Island.” !° 

Some of the horrors of the slave-trade are incidentally 
made to appear. For example in an appeal by Jasper Hall, 
merchant of Kingston, Jamaica, in 1768, it appears that he 
had his agent in England fit out a ship for the coast of Africa 
for a cargo of slaves to put in at Jamaica for orders whence to 
convey them, but not to sell them on that island. The ship 
took on a cargo of slaves and arrived at Jamaica in October, 
1762. She was leaky, and some of the slaves were sickly and 
wanted landing for the recovery of their health. They were 
landed at Kingston ‘‘to the number of 630, many of whom 
being taken with the Small Pox and 400 Inoculated, they 
necessarily continued in the Island till the January following, 
when all that remained alive, being but 521 were... re- 
to the heir with the land. In 1766, however, Georgia made slaves chattels 
personal. This act seemed objectionable to the Board of Trade and their 
counsel, Sir Mathew Lamb, as thereby the slaves ‘‘might be separated and taken 
from the lands, so that the plantations might sink and become useless in the 
hands of the heir for want of the slaves that would be taken therefrom.” The 
act was accordingly disallowed, June 26, 1767: do. do., Vol. 5, pp. 40, 41. A 
similar act of Virginia in 1752 had been disallowed: do. do., p. 177. In 1771, the 
Governor of Georgia asked for Instructions, and he was instructed to assent to a 
bill making slaves chattels personal as in the neighboring colony of South Carolina: 
do. do., pp. 176, 7. 

9 Do. do., Vol. V, pp. 398, 9. 


10 Do. do., Vol. V, pp. 406, 7. It will be observed that 7,500 slaves were 
imported into Jamaica within the year, an average of 288 to a ship. 
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shipped ... forthe Havannah....”’" It is appalling to 
think of one hundred and nine unfortunates meeting death by 
disease in this way, and yet they may have been more fortu- 
nate in escaping the fate of the survivors sent in slavery to 
Cuba. 
WiLit1AM RENWICK RIDDELL 
OscoopE Hat, Toronto, 
October 2, 1926 


GENERAL NOTE 


It is not to be supposed that the interference with the colonies 
began only a very short time before the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. Some account of transactions in earlier times concerning 
the Colonies, and more or less germane, is added here. 


VIRGINIA 


Virginia as early as 1710 and again in 1718 passed acts which 
laid a duty of £5 per head on Negroes imported. These were 
found to reduce the number usually imported and considered 
necessary for the colony and ‘a hindrance to the Negro trade as 
well as a burden upon the poorer planters.’”’ They were, however, 
not so serious as to call for action by the home government. But 
in 1723, another duty, though less in amount, being 40/— per head, 
was provided for by an act which came up for consideration by the 
Privy Council, this being referred to the Board of Trade Committee 
of the Privy Council. The Board of Trade reported that it would 
“‘Discourage the Planting and Cultivating Navall Stores especially 
in the two new Counties where great Numbers of Negroes will be 
wanting’’; and, April 17, 1724, recommended the disallowance of the 
act: it was disallowed accordingly, April 30. Do. do., Vol. III, p. 64. 

January 29, 1726, Samuel Jacob and other British merchants 
complained of being forced to pay duty about April 30, 1724, on 
certain Negroes imported notwithstanding the disallowance of the 
act: do. do., p. 123. 

1 Although Hall refused to sell any of the slaves in Jamaica, when he came 
to reship them, Malcolm Laing, the Receiver General of the Island, demanded 
10 s. a head duty on the 630 landed—£315—and 20 s. a head on the 521 exported— 
£521, £836 in all. Hall paid under protest and sued for the money. The trial 
court, July, 1763, gave him judgment; but this was reversed, August 16, 1766, 
by the Court of Appeals: Hall appealed to the King in Council and his appeal 
was allowed, July 15,1768. Do. do., pp. 52-55. He sold the slaves in Hispaniola, 
the market in Havana being a monopoly. 
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An act of 1723 concerning servants and slaves was disallowed, 
August 29, because it would amount “almost to a prohibition of 
the transportation of felons from Great Britain’’—do. do., p. 55. 

[In 1748-9, Virginia was allowed to make Slaves personal estate, 
repealing an act of 1705 and two later acts making them real estate. 
Do. do., Vol. IV, pp. 131, 2, 8, 9.] 

Another act placing a duty of 40 s. per head on imported 
Negroes passed in 1728 met the same adverse report, July 31, 1729, 
as it “would discourage the trade of this Kingdom (7.e., England) 
with Virginia, raise the price of tobacco and discourage settlement 
in the two new counties for want of sufficient slave labour’: it was 
disallowed, August 18. Do. do., pp. 64, 65. The new counties 
were Spotsilvania and Brunswick, do. do., p. 244; the former called 
after Colonel Spottswood: do. do., p. 246. 


GEORGIA 


An act had been passed by Georgia for rendering the colony 
more defensible by prohibiting the importation and use of black 
slaves or Negroes except under special restrictions and regulations. 
In 1750, legislation was passed for the repeal of this act. The 
matter was referred to the Board of Trade, November 18, 1750. 
Do. do., Vol. IV, pp. 107, 108. 


SoutTH CAROLINA 


An act passed August 20, 1731, to impose an import duty on 
Negroes of £10 per head was disallowed as excessive. Do. do., 


pp. 393-5. 
New York 


A New York act in 1734 imposed an import duty of “five 
Ounces of Seville, Pillar or Mexico Plate or Forty Shillings in Bills 
of Credit of that Colony . . . on every Slave (Male or Female) of 
four years of age and upwards imported directly from Africa’’— 
from any other place, £4, payable by the importer. This, though 
questioned, was allowed to come into force. Do. do., Vol. III, pp. 
422, 423. 

Not as bearing upon our subject but as of interest from another 
point of view, I note an act of Antigua. 


ANTIGUA 


This Island passed an act, September, 1744, to prevent Papists 
settling, as it required certain oaths within three months of any 
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person’s arrival which they could not take: and it also punished 
anyone who encouraged any Papist to reside upon the Island 
“ ... by hiring or purchasing them as Servants or leasing them 
or giving them any Lands to dwell on.” The act was disallowed, 
November 28, 1746. Do. do., Vol. IV, pp. 73, 74. 


JAMAICA 


Two acts of Jamaica, complained of in 1724, seem to have been 
purely revenue acts as not only was a duty imposed on import but 
also on export of Negroes. Do. do., pp. 72. In two years the 
export duty of the South Sea Company amounted to £4737. But 
they were complained of by the South Sea Company and Merchants 
trading to Jamaica who said 15 s. per head on import and 30 s. 
per head on export was ‘a Burthen to British Trade and Navi- 
gation.”” The Assembly then reduced the duty to 10 s. and 20 s. 
respectively for import and export. This also was disallowed, 
October 13, 1732. Do. do., pp. 159-162. August 1, 1733, the 
Assembly levied a duty of 10 s. per head on all Negroes imported 
and unsold and also on all to be imported—the South Sea Company 
and Merchants of London, Bristol and Liverpool appealed against 
the Bill and it was disallowed, May 10, 1735; but a reasonable 
import duty was authorized to be imposed. Do. do., pp. 164-167. 
(An act of July 13, 1730, to render ‘‘free Negroes and Mulattoes 
more useful,’”’ by making them work, was disallowed, November 25, 
1731, as “destructive of former laws in favour of Negroes freed 
for faithful services and particular merit . . . and their descend- 
ants.” Do. do., pp. 344, 345.) 

In 1754, a Mr. Fornichon, who from ignorance of the laws of 
Jamaica had employed another’s slave and been sentenced to a 
fine of £50 and imprisonment for a year, was let off his fine. Do. 
do., Vol. IV, pp. 270, 271. 

In 1766, by the Act 6 George III, c. 49, ss. 5, 12, Jamaica and 
Dominica were permitted to export Negroes brought in by British 
ships, Jamaica charging an export duty of £1 10 for each Negro 
exported in a foreign vessel; but Dominica could charge only an 
import duty to the same amount. 

The Act of 1773, 13 George III, c. 73, s. 4, repealed these 
provisions and substituted an import duty of 2 s. 6 d. on each 
Negro brought into Dominica and a similar export duty for Jamaica. 
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St. VINCENT 


An act of 1767-8 levying a tax on lands and slaves was con- 
sidered May 24, 1771, and adversely criticized: do. do., Vol. V, 


pp. 302-306. 
GRENADA 


In 1769, a complaint was laid before the Privy Council against 
Robert Melvill, the Governor of the Island, alleging inter alia that 
he ‘did permit John Graham, Peter Gordon, and other Justices 
of the peace of the Island of Grenada, to use the severest and most 
Cruel Tortures upon the Bodies of five Negroes Suspected of 
Committing Murder, and this with a view to induce them to confess 
the said Crime and to accuse their Master Monsieur La Chancellerie; 
which Accusation after repeated Tortures was actually extorted 
from them, and the said La Chancellerie was thereupon apprehended 
and imprisoned and they, the said Negroes Condemned to death 
upon their own Confession thus Extorted; which Sentence would 
probably have been executed upon the said Negroes if the most 
respectable Inhabitants of the Colony had not remonstrated against 
such illegal and unnatural proceedings, which occasioned a delay 
of their execution, until the Matter was represented to the King’s 
Ministers, who ordered the prisoners to be Liberated nevertheless 
three had died from injuries they had received by the Torture 
together with their long Confinement before the said Order arrived; 
Notwithstanding which the said Justices were still continued by 
the said Robert Melvill in the Commission of the peace.’”’ Do. do., 
Vol. V, at p. 226. It does not appear what was the result. 

That the inhabitants of some at least of the colonies were not 
unanimous in the desire to prevent the further importation of 
Negroes can be seen from the following: 


PENNSYLVANIA 


The Assembly early in 1761 passed a Bill intituled ‘‘An Act for 
laying a Duty on Negroes and Mulatto Slaves imported into this 
Province”: this was laid before the Lieutenant-Governor James 
Hamilton for his Assent, February 28, 1762. At the same time a 
petition was presented in the following terms: 


“A Petition from the Merchants against the Bill for Duty 
on the Negroes. 


“To the Honourable James Hamitton, Esquire, Lieutenant 
Governor of the Province of Pennsylvanie, &c., &c., 
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‘The Petition of Divers Merchants of the City of Philadelphia, 
Trading to His Majesty’s Coloneys in the West Indies, 
‘Humbly Sheweth: 

‘That we are informed there is now a Bill Before your 
Honour for your assent, laying a Duty on the importation of 
Negros, and that it is to take place immediately on the publica- 
tion. 

‘We, the subscribers, ever desirous to extend the Trade of 
this Province, have seen, for some time past, the many in- 
conveniencys the Inhabitants have suffer’d for want of Labourers 
and artificers, by numbers being inlisted for His Majesty’s 
Service, and near a total Stop to the importation of German and 
other white Servants, have for some time encouraged the 
importation of Negros, and acquainted our friends and corre- 
spondents in several parts of His Majesty’s dominions (who are 
no Way apprehensive of a Bill of this Nature), that an Ad- 
vantage may be gained by the Introduction of Slaves, which will 
Likewise be a means of reducing the exorbitant price of Labour, 
and, in all probability, bring our Staple Commoditys to their 
usual prices; And as many of us have embarked in this Trade 
through the motives before mentioned, We humbly beg your 
honour will take into consideration the hardships we shall 
Labour under by such a Law taking immediate effect, when 
we have it not in our power to countermand our Orders or 
advise our friends; therefore humbly pray that such time may 
be allowed (before the Law takes place) as your honour shall 
think most Conducive to extricate your petitioners from the 
impending danger. 

‘Philadelphia, Ist March, 1761. 
‘John Bell, 

Humphry Robinson, 
Reed & Pettit, 


Banjamin Levy, 
Henry Harrison 
John & Jos. Swift. 


William Coxe, 
Charles Baths, 

Philip Kearney, jr. 
James Chalmers, 
Joseph Wood, 

Willing, Morris & Co., 
Thos. Riche, 

David Franks, 

Hu. Donnaldson, 


John Nixon, 

Daniel Rundle. 
Francis & Relfe, 
Stoker & Fuller, 
Scott & McMichael, 
John Inglis, 

David McMutrtrie, 


Saml. & Archa. McCall. 


Joseph Marks.’” 
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The Bill named Richard Pearne as the collector of these duties 
and the Lieutenant-Governor returned it for amendment by striking 
out this unconstitutional provision, March 10: the amendment was 
made and the bill again, March 14, laid before the Lieutenant- 
Governor and assented to, April 11, 1761. Minutes of the Provincial 
Council of Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, 1852, Vol. VIII, pp. 575, 576, 
578, 583, 601. 

While this act with others of the same year was referred by the 
Privy Council to the Committee for the Plantations, it was allowed 
to come into effect; Acts. &c., Vol. IV, p. 808. 

That being a Negro Slave was not in old Pennsylvania wholly 
without its advantages may be seen from the following extract 
from the Minutes of the ‘‘Council held at Philadia, the 25th of 
ffebry., 1707” (February 25, 1708) “A Petition from Wm. Right- 
ton & Robt. Grace, directed to the Govr. alone, being presented 
to him, the Govr. thought fitt to lay it before the Council, and 
desire their advice therein. The matter of which Petition was, 
That Toney, a Negroe Slave of the said Righton, and Quashy, a 
like Slave of the said Grace’s, were lately at a Special Court held 
for that purpose in this Town, condemned to Death for Burglary 
proved agst. them; But for asmuch as it will be of very great 
Damage to the Petitrs. should their sd. slaves lives be taken, 
since there is no provision in this Govmt. as is Usual in other places, 
for a Competent restitution to the Owners who lose their Slaves by 
the hand of Public Justices. 

‘“‘ Therefore, the humbly pray, that in Mercy to the said Owners 
the lives of their slaves may be spared, & that they may be suffered 
to transport them, & instead of Death, that they may have the 
Liberty to inflict on ym. such Corporal Punishmt. as may be 
requisite, for a Terror, to others of their Colour, wceh the said 
Owners will take care to have duly executed upon ym.” “ All weh 
being taken into Consideration, the Board thought fitt to give it 
as their Opinion, that the Death of these Slaves would be a greater 
Loss to the Owners than they could well bear, and therefore seeing 
there is no Provision made for restitution for the Loss by the 
Publick, it may be as convenient to make the Slaves Examples of 
Terror to others of their Complexion, by a most Severe Corporal 
Punishmt., and that the Petitioners may have Liberty to transport 
them as requested. 

“And it is hereupon Resolved, that the Owners may have 
Liberty to punish their Slaves, notwithstanding the Sentence of 
Death pass’d upon them, wch in case they will perform in the 
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following Manner; the said Sentence shall be taken off, and their 
Owners shall transport them to their own benefit and advantage. 

“« That the Punishment shall be as follows: They shall be led 
from the Market place, up Second Street, & down thro’ the front 
street to y Bridge, with their arms extended & tied to a pole across 
their Necks, a Cart going before them, and that they shall be 
severely Whipt all the way as they pass, upon the bare back and 
shoulders; this punishmt. shall be repeated for 3 market days 
successively; in the meantime they shall lie in irons, in the prison, 
at the Owners Charge, untill they have such an Opportunity as 
shall best please them for transportation; All of which being duly 
perform’d, the Sentence of Death shall be entirely remitted.” 
Minutes of the Provincial Council of Pennsylvania. Philadelphia, 
1852, Vol. II, pp. 405, 406. 

There was trouble in earlier times over Sunday meetings of 

Negroes in Philadelphia. We read the following minute of an item 
of business at a meeting of ‘‘A Council Held at Philadelphia on a 
Tuesday, the yth (11th) of July, 1693”: 
‘« Upon the Request of some of the members of Councill, that 
an ordr made by the Court of Quarter Sessions for the Countie of 
philadelphia the 4th July instant, (proceeding upon a presentment 
of the grand Jurie, for the bodie of the sd Countie,) agt the tumultous 
gatherins of the negroes of the towne of philadelphia, on the first 
dayes of the weeke, ordering the Constables of philadelphia, or 
anie other person whatsoever, to have power to take up negroes, 
male or female, whom they should find gadding abroad on the 
said first dayes of the week, without a tickett from their Mr., or 
Mrs, or not in their Compa, or to carry them to goale, there to 
remain that night, & that without meat or drink, & to cause them 
to be publickly whipt next morning, with 39 Lashes, well Laid on, 
on their bare backs, for which their sd Mr., or Mris. should pay 15d to 
the whipper att his deliverie of ym to yr Mr., or Mris. & that the 
sd order should be Confirmed byithe Lievt. Governor and Councill. 
“<The Lievt. Governor & Councill Looking upon the sd present- 
ment to proceed upon good grounds, & the ordr of Court to be 
reasonable & for the benefit of the Inhabitants of the towne of 
philadelphia, & that it will be a means to prevent further mischeifs 
that might ensue upon such disorders of negroes, doe ratifie & 
confirme the same, & all persons are required to put the sd ordr in 
execu’n.” Do. do., Vol. I, pp. 380, 381. 
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LETTERS OF WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON TO 
JOHN B. VASHON 


Several historical societies and libraries have manuscript 
collections in which are found letters of William Lloyd 
Garrison. The large part of his correspondence is preserved 
in such a collection in the Boston Public Library. Inasmuch 
as he was a prolific correspondent, however, many of his letters 
addressed to people in various parts of the country have 
never been collected. This is especially true of letters 
written to outstanding Negroes. : 

The letters appearing below were addressed by Garrison 
to John B. Vashon, a free Negro of Pittsburgh, almost one 
hundred years ago. He was the father of George B. Vashon, 
an outstanding Negro scholar who became President of Avery 
College in that city. Vashon was a member of an intelligent 
circle of free people of color who impressed their worth upon 
all persons who visited that city during those years. They 
were assisted by teachers and ministers of the white race and 
had also schools and churches of their own. Some few of 
them became sufficiently well established in life to give time 
and means to the social uplift and emancipation of the 
Negroes. These letters will give evidence to that effect, and 
they abound in valuable information as to the important 
movements which affected the whole country at that time. 


Boston, Aug. 15, 1832. 
My dear Sir: 

Your letter was truly exhilarating to my feelings. It is pleasant, 
always, to see your handwriting; but when it comes freighted with 
such “‘good news,” it is doubly agreeable. I have read your epistle 
to many of my friends, and also before the New England Anti- 
Slavery Society, to whom it has given great satisfaction. We all 
trust that, by this time, the Rev. Dr. Herron, notwithstanding his 
age, has jumped quite up to the abolition mark. The Rev. Dr. 
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Bruce certainly gave good evidence of the sincerity of his abandon- 
ment of the colonization scheme, by purchasing seven copies of my 
“Thoughts.’”’ He is an important acquisition to our cause. May 
the Lord give him faith and courage to persevere therein! 

You have done well in endeavoring to get clergymen to purchase 
and read my work; for their influence is mighty. To convert one 
clergyman is nearly the same as to convert a whole church and 
congregation. And if anything will open their eyes on this momen- 
tous subject, it is the overwhelming mass of evidence which is 
presented in my book. I have not found an individual disposed 
to attempt its refutation. Perhaps Mr. Gurley may try to invali- 
date it, but Gabriel himself cannot do it, because it is the truth 
of God. 

In despite of all the petty artifices, the cunning appeals, and 
the desperate efforts of its supporters, the Colonization Society in 
this quarter, at least, is daily becoming more and more abhorrent 
to the moral sense of the community. The veil has been torn from 
the brow of the monster, and his gorgon features are now seen 
without disguise. He must die! Already he bleeds—a thousand 
spears are thrust into his side—he roars, he shakes the earth, his 
resistance is mighty—but he is doomed to die! The friends of 
justice and bleeding humanity are surrounding him, and their 
spears shall soon reach his vitals. Heaven and earth shall rejoice 
at his destruction. 

The spirit of abolition which is stirring up the people of Great 
Britain so mightily, is also at work here, and in a little time it will 
carry everything before it. Courage—courage, my friend! Last 
year, I felt as if I were fighting single-handed against the great 
enemy; now I see around me a host of valiant warriors, armed with 
weapons of an immortal temper, whom nothing can daunt, and 
who are pledged to the end of the contest. The number is increasing 
with singular rapidity. The standard which has been lifted up in 
this city by the New England Anti-Slavery Society is attracting 
the gaze of the nation, and inspiring the drooping hearts of thousands 
with hope and courage. Soon, with the blessing of Heaven,—if 
we are true to our faith, if we faint not,—we shall place it upon the 
last citadel of slavery, where it shall wave resplendently, giving 
to an anxious world that the victory is won and that the last link 
of slavery is broken. 

I hope you will succeed in disposing of several copies of my 
“Thoughts,” as the work has deeply involved me in debt, and upon 
ts sale depends in a measure the life of the Liberator. 
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I am sorry to learn that you have been ill, but trust this will find 
you entirely recovered. My own health is excellent. Our city is 
yet mercifully preserved from the cholera. I learn from Phila- 
delphia that Thomas D. Coxin, a member of the last Convention 
died a few days since after two hours’ illness of the disease. 

You have my best wishes for constant happiness and prosperity 
to you and yours. 

Yours, with my whole heart, 
Wo. Lioyp GarRISON. 


Boston, Dec. 8, 1832. 
My noble friend: 

With the most grateful emotions I hasten to acknowledge the 
receipt of your favor of the Ist instant, containing a 50 dollar Note 
of the U. 8. Bank. The promptitude with which you have re- 
sponded to our Circular, demands our most thankful acknowledg- 
ments. The loan will prove highly serviceable to us at this juncture, 
and shall be liquidated whenever you desire it. Since we made 
our appeal to the friends of the Liberator, nearly all our ‘‘ Thoughts 
on Colonization” have been spoken for, on the terms proposed in 
our Circular. 

Since my last epistle to you, you have sent me some most 
cheering letters, in relation to the change of sentiment on the 
subject of Colonization among highly reputable men in Pittsburgh. 
I read them to many individuals on my late tour in the State of 
Maine, and they produced a capital effect. Truly, we have reason 
to be encouraged in our case, when it is espoused by such men as 
the Rev. Dr. Bruce and Judge Pentler. Every week I receive 
information of the abandonment of the Colonization Society by 
some of its warmest supporters. 

The signs of the times cannot be mistaken. It is apparent that 
a generous compassion and a liberal feeling are extending among the 
whites for the people of color. If South Carolina should withdraw 
from the Union, the abolition of slavery in that State must be 
inevitable; and if she still keeps within the circle of the Union, she, 
with every other slave State, is destined to feel the force of a public 
sentiment that shall break every servile fetter. 

I am struck to observe how strongly the fire of moral indignation 
burns in the bosoms of those who, discovering that they have been 
shamefully duped by the colonization scheme, are led to contemplate 
the features of the monster Slavery. I am more and more con- 
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vinced, that the permanency of the bloody system depends upon 
the stability of the Colonization Society. The union between them 
is perfect—the overthrow of one must be the destruction of the 
other. 

Nothing encourages me more than to witness such unanimity, 
and efforts for mutual improvement, among my free colored 
brethren. True, they have not yet fully aroused to the importance 
of aiming at high intellectual and moral attainments; but they have 
accomplished much in a short time, and are evidently making rapid 
strides to respectability and knowledge. 

I trust my life may be spared many years—not because I am not 
desirous to depart and be with Christ, for I rejoice in my mortality— 
but because I wish to do something for the emancipation of my 
suffering countrymen, far beyond any of my past exertions. Time 
is rapidly flying—much remains to be done—O, may my zeal and 
activity in this great cause increase! 

Accept my best wishes for your success in all your laudable 
enterprises. My partner wishes to be understood as cherishing the 
same respect and friendship for your person, as does 

Your steadfast friend, 
Wm. Lioyp GARRISON. 


Boston, Nov. 5, 1833. 
My dear Friend: 

To see your hand-writing once more, is almost like seeing your- 
self; and to see you would give me the highest pleasure. Absence 
from this city must be my apology for not answering your letter 
sooner, as well as a multiplicity of engagements. 

First of all, it is my duty to express my grateful obligations to 
you for the generous presentation of your Note for sixty dollars, as 
a gift to my partner and myself. Still, we trust you will consider it 
only as an extension of the loan, and permit us to liquidate it when- 
ever we possess the means. At the present time, indeed, we are 
struggling under great embarrassments. During my absence to 
England, there seems to have been little interest taken in the 
Liberator on the part of subscribers, and our subscription list is 
gradually diminishing instead of growing larger. This, no doubt, 
is partly owing to the establishment of the Emancipator at New 
York, a paper which is well conducted, and which I am happy to 
see is prospering. Whether we shall be able to continue the 

Liberator much longer is certainly doubtful; although its extinction 
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would be a heavy blow to our great and glorious cause, and would 
deeply afflict my own heart, and greatly rejoice our enemies all 
over theland. One reason why we are embarrassed in our pecuniary 
means is, that in our anxiety to hasten the redemption of the slaves, 
to enlighten the public mind, and to crush the Colonization Society, 
we have printed beyond our means—that is, we have published 
large quantities of circulars, addresses, tracts, books, &c., for 
gratuitous distribution—and our reward has been not in money, 
but in an increase of the friends of justice, humanity, and equal 
rights. 

You have seen, doubtless, how I have been treated since my 
return from England—especially by the leaders in the colonization 
crusade. They have basely accused me of having slandered my 
country abroad, and thus have been enabled to stir up the fury of a 
senseless mob. It is now literally the club against truth—tar and 
feathers against common humanity and justice. The contest is 
unequal :—a good argument is more than a match for the cudgel. 
Moral influence cannot be struck down even by the club of Hercules. 
Hence, the victory is ours, to a moral certainty. It is true, it may 
cost some of us our lives; but it is also true that 


“The martyr’s blood ’s the seed of freedom’s tree,”’ 
and that 


“There is a victory in dying well 
For Freedom—and we shall not die in vain.”’ 


Besides all this, we are assured that ‘‘blessed is he that considereth 
the poor: the Lord will deliver him in time of trouble.” 

We cannot fear, therefore, as to the issue of this warfare. We 
shall not tire or faint—our march is onward, right onward, to 
victory. 

So far are we from being disheartened by the clamors and 
threats of our enemies, that we shall organize a National Anti- 
Slavery Society on the 4th of next month at Philadelphia! That 
will be a standard worth looking at! 

My mission to England will prove of great service to our cause. 
The protest against the American Colonization Society which was 
signed by Wilberforce and other distinguished champions of the 
colored race, is worth thousands of dollars to our cause. 

My health is perfectly good, my spirit lofty as the Alps, my zeal 
unabated, my faith unshaken, my courage unsubdued. My enemies 
will find out by and by, that I am storm-proof. 
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Be assured, my dear friend, that I shall rejoice to hear from you 
as often as possible; and that you have the good wishes, blessings, 
and gratitude of 

Your untiring advocate, 
Wn. Lioyp GarRRISON. 
Mr. Joun B. VAsHoN. 


Boston, March 22, 1834. 
My dear friend: 

I stand before the public as an editor; but, the truth is, my 
epistolary duties absorb much more of my time than my editorial. 
You may easily suppose that the pressure upon my shoulders is 
immense, and that it becomes heavier as our great and glorious 
cause advances in our land. This is the reason I have not been 
more prompt in answering your affectionate letters. My corre- 
spondence is so extensive, that I am really weary of the pen; and 
yet my pleasure is always great in writing to those whom I esteem 
as I do you. 

You refer to the state of things in our country two or three years 
ago, when I was laboring as it were single-handed to destroy those 
two great monsters—Slavery and the American Colonization 
Society; and you refer with pride and pleasure to the wonderful 
change which has since taken place in public sentiment. The 
retrospect is indeed animating; but I think I can truly say that it 
does not lift me up, but rather humbles me, and magnifies the 
truths of “the glorious gospel of the blessed God.”’ Instrumentally, 
I have indeed been crowned with success, and my heart is glad, 
because it encourages me to press onward in this sacred strife, and 
still to fasten my hopes upon those promises which are sure of 
being strictly fulfilled; but let Jehovah have all the glory. 

Having now effectually crippled the Colonization Society, and 
measurably overthrown that wall of partition which has so long 
protected slaveholders and slavery from the shafts of truth and the 
blows of justice, there is a fair prospect that the chains of every 
bondman will soon fall to the earth, and every captive be set free. 
And when that event shall happen, the song of the angels shall 
again be renewed—‘“Glory to God in the highest—peace on earth, 
good will to men!” In that delightful song, the penitent master 
and the grateful freedman shall write—and from the east to the 
west, from the north to the south, there shall go up to heaven the 
cry, in thunder tones of praise, ‘‘ Alleluia! for the Lord God omnipo- 
tent reigneth!”’ 
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Our cause has been retarded, not so much by prejudice and 
wickedness, as by ignorance and misconception. Just as fast as we 
get light among the people, and make ourselves heard, and our 
principles and purposes known, we make converts. Rely upon it, 
my dear brother, with all their failings, the great mass of the 
people of the country are really the enemies of slavery—really the 
friends of emancipation. But appeals have been made to their 
fears—the truth has been kept back from them—those who are 
striving to deliver our land from its deadliest curse have been made 
hideous by caricatures—and hence so much opposition has pre- 
vailed to that which is holy, just and good. 

It is delightful to hear that the British Colonies are giving 
complete freedom to their slaves. Now we shall see whether the 
emancipated will destroy their masters, or do any acts of violence, 
in return for their enfranchisement. Only give the slaveholders 
guineas enough for their victims, and they are perfectly willing to 
risk being slaughtered, or robbed of their goods. 

I trust my colored brethren in Pittsburgh are virtuously striving 
to get knowledge, to improve their minds, their manners, and their 
morals, and to secure the pearl of great price. Great would be my 
happiness to visit them, and cheer them by my counsels and my 
presence; but they are so remote from Boston, as to discourage the 
hope of my visiting them at present. I rejoice that you are among 
them, benefitting them alike by your examples and efforts. Be ye 
all of good courage—for in due time ye shall reap a rich harvest, 
if ye faint not. 

If my much esteemed friend Mr. Longhhead is in Pittsburgh, 
give my warmest regards to him. He is a good soldier, with whom 
I gladly enlist. 

You perceive that anti-slavery societies are multiplying all over 
our land. This is the way to reform, consolidate and enlighten the 
moral power of the nation, and to overthrow iniquity and oppression. 

In great haste, but with deliberate regard and strong affection, 


I remain 
Yours, ever 


Mr. J. B. VasHon. Wo. Luoyp GARRISON. 


Boston, July 27, 1847. 
Friend Vashon: 


For many years, your old friend has had a strong desire to visit 
Pittsburgh, but circumstances have conspired to prevent its grati- 
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fication up to the present hour. Ere the lapse of another fortnight, 
however, I hope to be in your busy city, in company with my 
eloquent friend Frederick Douglass, on our way to Ohio. We shall 
not be able to remain in P. longer than two or three days; but, 
during that time, we shall be happy to address the white and 
colored citizens, in public, in relation to slavery, if suitable arrange- 
ments can be made for that purpose. 

Nearly twelve years have rolled away since you were at my 
house. It was the memorable day of the eventful riot in this city, 
in October, 1835, when, after partaking of a dinner with you, I 
hurried to the anti-slavery meeting, from which I was taken by the 
mobocrats, dragged through the streets, almost denuded of my 
clothing, and finally incarcerated in prison to save my life. My hat 
was cut to pieces, but its place was supplied by another, which you 
had the kindness to buy for me at a venture as to the precise size 
required. How many important events have transpired since that 
time, all deeply affecting our glorious anti-slavery cause! What 
battles have been fought, what victories won, by the uncompro- 
mising and undaunted friends of emancipation! How wonderful 
and auspicious has been the change wrought in the public sentiment 
at the North!—But I write in haste, and can only add that, I 


am still, 
Faithfully yours, 


Wma. Luioyp GARRISON. 


N.B. We expect to be in Pittsburgh about the 10th of August. 




















LETTERS OF GEORGE BONGA 


The Negroes have figured conspicuously in the life of the 
Indians. From this contact have come many mixed-breeds 
who have influenced the history of this country. One of the 
most prominent persons of this type was George Bonga, a 
pioneer in the development of the Northwest. There are 
many references to the Bonga family at Mackinack in the 
18th and 19th volumes of the Wisconsin Historical Society 
Collection. His letters herein published will show the extent 
to which he figured in the development of that section. 


GeorGE Bonaa To Jor B. Bassett,! Auaust 27, 1866 


See Bassett Papers, A.L.S. 
Lrerecu Lake August 27 1866 
J. B. Basserr Esqr 
Respected Sir 


As M' Whitehead expects to see you I thought I would drop 
you a line to let you Know, that your Kindness to us, while you 
was in our Midst, has & I beleeve will always occupy Much of my 
thoughts— 

I have nothing worth your attention to write about. The Ind.s 
seems a little More figety then they were, the first part of the 
Summer—But this I have expected all along, for it is the character 
of the Inds, when he thinks (real or imaginary) that his rights are 
encroached upon— 

I am really sorry to have to Say that I have lost all hopes, in 
Major Clark, to act the part of a good Agent. It seems to me, 
that he is so Much under the yoke of there traders, that is impossible 
for him to act, as he would wish Respected Sir, I have requested 
M: Whitehead to call on a friend of Mine & get his assistence if he 
can, for My 2 Sons to get lisence to trade, James for this place, 
Peter at Red Lake or wherever the Red Lake Inds will be paid— 
any advice or opinion you could give M' W. in the Matter, I should 
certainly feel thankful to you for the trouble I would give you— 
Whenever any thing occurs worth your Notice I will write you. 

1 Joel B. Bassett, addressed in most of these letters, was an agent to the 
Chippewa Indians in Minnesota in the late ’sixties. 
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I am fully convinced that your charitable heart aches for us all, 
who are under the tyranny of the Agent, threw the Selfishness & 
racality of a Set of traders—Respected Sir, Hopeing that the Great 
Spirit will So guide our ways, that we May Meet again & heve 
another good Camp fire talk as I call it 

With Sentments of the Most Sincere respect I remain Yours &c 

G. Bonea 

[Endorsed:| GrorGE Bonea 


GEORGE BonGA TO JAMES WHITEHEAD, Sept. 13, 1866 
[Bassett Papers—A.L.S.] 
Lreecu LAKE Sep 13 66 

JAMES WHITEHEAD 
D’ Sir 

I enclosed your Note, against M* Garcelen, in a letter & sent 
it down by my son Peter, for him to Mail at Crow Wing I hope you 
heve rec? it, all right—My son James, started with another man, 
to build a shanty at the falls of Prairie River Make every thing 
straight with the Docter in this Matter, so you & they will Know 
what to depend upon. I dont beleeve in after days—I rest assured 
that you have seen the Bishop & explained Matters to him—There 
is agoing to be, the best fall hunts, in Rats that we have had, for a 
long time—find out what they are worth, & also other furs—all 
is well here—There will be a few articles at Mr. Peak.s. Please 


bring up for me, when you come home 
Yours &c 


G. Bonca 
[P.S.] I wish you would bring for me 12 Yds narrow-stripe hickory 
(good article 
[Endorsed:| J. WHITEHEAD TO [sic] GEO BoNGA 


GreorGE Bonga TO J. B. Bassett, Esqr., Sept. 13, 1866 
[Bassett Papers—A.L.S.] 
Leecu LAKE Sept 13*, 1866 

J. B. Bassett Esqr 
Respected Sir 

Your very Kind favour of the 27 Agust has long been rec? & 
also the word threw M' Prescott. I have some idea of up & downs 
in politics & will make My self prepared for either good or bad 
news—The day I rec? the news that there was some probabliety 
of M* Raffic.s being Agent, I wrote to the Bishop & sent the 


Pr 
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letter by Mt Hale—I wrote his full character (a pretty good one) 
it occured to My Mind, if it was too late then, it would come in 
play by & by—I rec! a Note from B. stating he had written a letter 
to the Dept 18** of Agust, concerning Ind Matters—I have written 
a letter to day, to the Rev? M* Knickerbacker. I am really sorry 
that I did not write the very same letter a Month ago. I feel 
confident that some notice would have been taken of it. it is My 
opinion he will send it on to the Bishop—but of course the game is 
up by this time I wont trouble you about the affair here. Suffice 
for me to say, all is going on as well as could be expected—M* 
Prescott is some better today it is nothing to the Ind.s that there 
is a prospect of a change of Agent, for they want a change every 
day, hopeing always to get better—I dont Know, that I ever felt so 
anctious, as I feel now, & hope as soon, as you get anything reliable 
you will deign to let me Know 
With Sentiments of Much respect I remain Yours &c 


G. Bonca 
[Endorsed:} Gro Bonaa 


GeorGE Bonaa TO JoeL B. Bassett, SEPTEMBER 25, 1866 
[Bassett Papers—A.L.S.] 
LreeEcuH LAKE Sept 25% 66 

Respected Sir 

Soon after you left this, we had quite an excitement, caused by a 
report that the Hole in the Day, had sent Tobacco to the Ind.s here, 
for them to hold a council, for the purpose of breaking up, the Steam 
Boat & destroying the gardens &c_ wheather the report was true or 
not, has not been found out— 

from what I can learn from the Ind.s it appears that the Hole 
in the Day & Some of his followers, wants to be removed to the 
Rice Lake clear water River or some where in this part of the 
country, they say, this is what they understood at the time of the 
treaty. It is a great pity, that there is a strip of land, that does 
not come in there reserve, which if it did, would be one of the best 
countrys to locate Ind.s on, that could be wished for, I mean that 
part of country, that would take in White Earth Lake in a straight 
line to the Head waters of Buffalo Creek—There is only a little of 
this country that a white Man, would think of Settleing on, whereas 
it would add, to there reserve, a strip of land well adapted to there 
Mode of liveing. there is More Sugar trees in that country then 
I was aware of. it would also add 2 or 3 extensive Rice field.s & 
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Many Lakes, wherein they could get, quite a Supply of fish, which 
without the above Kind of food, a Chippewa Ind. would be alto- 
gether at a loss how to do for a liveing— 

I have heard some people express as there opinion that the above 
country, was the best place to establish the Agency for all the Ind.s 
the idea is a foolish one, I would ask these persons, how Many 
Soldiers it would require, to drive & Keep those who were not 
willing to go. there is no doubt but Many of them would go & 
Stay as long as the Govt would feed them. when you traveled 
threw this country last Summer, you must have Noticed it was a 
Very large tract. were it not, for some Very serious objections, a 
great number of Ind.s could be removed there. the objections are 
of such a Kind that it would be idle to think of locateing More then 
1/2 of the Inds belonging to the 2 Agencys I Mean this, & the 
Crow Wing Agency— 

When I first went down from Theeveing River to the grand 
forks of the Red River in 1859, I said then it was the best country, 
that I ever Knew to place Inds on. there was More fish, in that 
River, then any that I ever traveled on, but sence then the waters 
have been so Very low, that Very few fish could be caught. I said 
too, at the time, Knowing how hard the Missionery.s had been 
working, for above 30 years past, in trying to get the Inds. to 
adopt the habits of the Whiteman. I might say, up to this time 
all to no purpose, it seemed to me then & My poor opinion has not 
chaneged [sic], that there was the field for there great work. My 
reasons for this, beliefe are too Many, to State here—Suffice for Me 
to Say, I have closely watched the workings of Missionery.s among 
the Chippewas to prove to me, that an Ind. wont try in real earnest, 
to adopt the habits of the Whiteman, before he see & feels the 
benefit of civilazation—To effect this, requires Soil, that can be 
easyly brought under cultivation, or in other words were Money 
will go the furthest, by this Saveing, larger School could be held. 
Knowledg diffused among Man, insted of 10 or 12 Scholars, which 
is the Most if any, of the Many, that I have seen undertaken, in 
this country. is it a wonder that Missionerys have not Succeeded, 
—imagine to yourself, that of Bishop Whipple or any other good 
Man, was to expend the Money, that has been expended here for 
educational purposes 25 or $30,000 & layed out in the above country, 
for the Same purpose would there not be hopes, for the riseing 
generation. if such a work was once undertaken it would seem to 
me that the foundation, for civilizeing the Inds was laid 
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I know that Missionery.s here worked under great disadvantages. 
one great obstacle has generally been Ind. Agents, for a Selfish one 
considers it, so Much Money out of his purse by having Missionerys 
in the country Sence the talk of removeing the Ind.s has been 
spokin of, it has often occured to My Mind how it was agoing to 
be effected, so as to Make it Satisfactory & without any trouble. 
of late years, the Ind.s have had a poor opinion of the Govt I must 
Say, they have good reasons for it. Most of this feeling has been 
brought on threw the Selfishness & negligennce [szc] of the Agents 
in fact the broad extent of country, that these Inds inhabite, Makes 
it almost impossible for one Agent to attend properly to the pro- 
visions Made in there Severel treaties—Notwithstanding this, they 
will undertake it all, because there is More Money to be handled, 
without stopping to look what the consequence May be—If the 
Gov't could be induced, to see, the propriety of haveing 2 Agency 
for all the Ind, including those of Vermillion Lake, & a Superintend- 
ent to over see the whole, a few thousand dollars aught not to be 
considered in the Matter—for if this State of things is allowed to 
go on Much longer, Must bring on trouble betwen the Gov & the 
Ind.s, which perhaps would cost Millions, in such a country as the 
Chippewa.s inhibit if 2 Agency.s was established one here & one 
at the best point on Rice or Clear water country, then there would 
be no room for grumbling or finding fault—This is no extravagrant 
[sic] idea of Mine it was spoken of by the Ind Bureau, in 1859— 
& instructions given to Major Cullen & M* Baily to Makes this 
proposition to the Red Lake & Pembina Ind.s, for those 2 bands 
only at that time— 

I beg that you will excuse me, for writing this but Knowing, 
the deep interest you have for the welfare of the Ind.s, I have not 
hessitated to Make Known to you, My poor opinion in this Matter 
of great importance to the Ind.s & the people of the frontier— 
With the Most Sincere respect I remain your Very Humble Sev* 

G. Bonga 
[Endorsed:| Gro Bonca 
Estimate of Losses 
by Agents 
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GrorGE Bonea TO JoeL B. Bassert, Oct. 3, 1866 
{Bassett Papers—A.L.S.] 


Crow Wine Oct 34, 1866 

Respected Sir 

I have today, written to Bishop Whipple & Mr" Rice, this is 
about all I can do, for the present If M* Donnelly is elected, I 
will have to leave it to you, to heve Clark & Ruffee Kicked out of 
the way, to Make place for some honest Man—Mr Rice can be 
depend upon. Keep this da[rjk There is no More show for me, 
to get Lisence It will be too late—The anuitie goods for Leech 
Lake started this Morning—Aspenwall & Rufee.s goods started 
yesterday, so that shows the pay“ are near—I thought that Ruffee 
could Keep up a better stiff upper lip, but up to this writing he is 
really confounded, he has asked me every time I saw him, what 
M' Rice & others thought of his appointment. I think I am 
playing the game pretty well—but Suppose he gets his papers to 
Night or next Mail, how will I look in My turn—I wish you will 
take the trouble to call at M* Bell.s & get packed up the 1 pr of 
Red Blankets that he had. the balence he has of the 21% pts of 
the McKennaw Blankets & 5 or 6 prs of the 4 pts, the same that 
I got—pay out of the money I left with you—I will give an order 
to some one to get them, before I leave this 

They say the Steam Boat could not get threw Muddy Lake— 
The Rice Lakers would not let the lime go—I hope you heve 
Made it, all right with Clark. I have not yet been to the Agency— 
but am just going today—excuse heste 

Yours &¢ 
G. BonGa 

[P.S.] Mess. Peake & Wakefield are the persons that I will get, 
to bring up the above Blankets I think—I understand that My 
Son James, is agoing to put up a trading Shanty, about the 10 
Mile Lacke 
[Endorsed:| Gro Bonca 


GrorGe Bonga TO Joret B. Bassett, Oct. 21, 1866 
[Bassett Papers—A.L.S.] 
Crow Wina Oct 21%, 1866 
Respected Sir 
I Met Agent Clark & M* Aspenwall at St Cloud, on there way 
to St Paul, for what, you will perhaps find out & let me Know—I 
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intend to stay & pay My board at this place for a week or two, 
untill I find out how the Cat is going to jump— 

It was a good excuse for Ruffee, that the Agent was absent, so 
as to get rid of me & Not offend Mr’ Rice. 

Rumeur says that the Hole in the Day wont except his Money, 
from the hends of Clark—I find that I mist it a good deal, when I 
told M* Rice that it would Make the Ind.s Miserable to wait 2 
weeks for there pay' It is also said, that the Agent has sent for 
the Miss’* Inds to come to there pay* I will write soon again—I 
want to write to M* Rice, the Bishop, Dt Knickerbacker, today 
over Yours &c G. Bonga 
[P.S.] let me Know if D' K. has got home from the East. it will 
Make it bad if he has not yet returned, for he is the only one I 
confide in, to try a purpose—try & prevail on him to attend the 
Leech Lake pay“. 

I will Keep you posted while I am here Now dear Sir, while 
the Major is down do speek to him about Jack.s acct & also have a 
full understanding about My Bill, for you Know it does not do to 
let those things drag. The balance of My acct I will pay you 
after pay* 

GB 
[Endorsed:} Gro Bonca 


GrorGE Bonea To Jort B. Bassett, Oct. 23, 1866 
[Bassett Papers—A.L.S.] 


Crow WING Oct 234, [18]66 
Respected Sir 

Sence I got up here, I hear a good deal of talk about elections, 
& those that were Republican.s last year, will Vote on the other 
side, just because Mt Donnelly up holds Clark. If you care any- 
thing for the Votes of Little falls & up, you will have to be a stiring— 
My Son James has just got down, & he says there is a good deal of 
unsatisfactery talk among the Ind.s—I think it will be best for me 
& My sons to lay still this winter—for if the Ind.s ueses [sic] bad 
language to the Agent.s you & I am sure will be laid to me, for 
I will be alone—If I was sure that the Bishep would be on the 

ground, I would not care—for I intend to keep My Mouth shut 

Yours &c¢ 
G. Bonca 


[Endorsed:} Gro Bonca 








| 
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GrorGE Bonga To Joet B. Bassett, Oct. 24, 1866 
[Bassett Papers—A.L.S.] 


Crow Wine Oct 24% 1866 
Respected Sir 

The Miss?! bands were enrolled yesterday. I presume there 
pay* will begin this afternoon, where they will go next to pay, is 
Known only to the band of operators— 

I hardly need say that no one can get Lesence Aspenwall & 
Ruffee have started there goods to all the places where the Ind.s 
are going to be paid. I have come to the conclusion to lay on My 
oars this winter, in hopes of better times by & bye—I have today 
written both to M' Rice & the Bishop. I wrote flat footed to the 
Bishop My opinion about yourself. 

I also wrote the same to M’ Rice, & the many conversations we 
have had, about him & how you express? yourself in My hearing at 
all times, & would generelly wiend [sc] up by saying thet H. M. 
Rice had a big heart— 

My suggestion.s are perhaps premature but as no one, will 
Know them, they can be no harm I Must admit that Clark is a 
playing a bold game, he is perfectly desperate, he does not seem to 
care who Knows of his rescility—-why the board of Visitors are 
not on the ground supprise me, but whet good would they be 
without the Bishop—If M* Donnelly is elected I will expect, that 
you will pitch right into to him & Gov" Ramsey & have this d-d 
rascal threwn out of the Ind country, for it is a disgrace to the 
Gov't to heve such an Agent— 

I am in bad fix. Wakefield did not bring up My boxs from 
St Cloud. if they start up to Leech Lake before going to Mille 
Lac.s to pay I will have to go without them—lI will write you from 
Leech Lake. 

Truly yours &e 
G. Bonea 
[Endorsed:} Gro BonGa 


GrorGE Bonea To Joret B. Bassett, Oct. 27, 1866 
[Bassett Papers—A.L.S.] 


Crow WI1nG Oct 27* 1866 


Respected Sir 
The pay* at the Agency are over & all went off well I am told. 
The Hole in the Day I hear wanted to baulk, but I suppose that 



































DocuMENTS 49 


Ruffee bought him in the track, for it would not have Suited his 
reputation at this present Menunt, for he has still hopes of getting 
his papers In the operations of Hole in the Day & Ruffee, Perish 
Roy was left out in the cold. So Perish told me himself, this 
Makes another Kicker against the firm as a Matter of course no 
one Knows where the band will go next to pay, either to Leech 
Lake or Mille Lac.s. it is supposed to the latter place. Wake- 
fields teams brought up My box.s_ I think I will leave for home 
tomorrow 

I heve Made up My Mind not to say a word to the Inds. 
will advise them all I can to take there pay, without any fuss, to 
look at the Matter closely it will be as well for them they can 
get no satisfaction by appeeling to the honesty or generosity of the 
Agent— 

I wrote again today to M* Rice—I hope you will improve every 
chance, of working for us on the frontier. I rfelaily believe that 
the frontier is in peril by the acts of these 2 Men.—Robert Fairbanks 
says he is a going to take goods to Leech Lake without Lecense, if 
he does, and if the Agent’s drives him off, it will Make some fuss. 
I dont beleeve that Robert will try it. he is [a] great blow The 
old Red Lake cheef is here. I gave him some insight of Ruffee.s 
character. Ii’ll [stc] bet he wont have that confidence in him he 
had—it supprises me that there is no Board of Visitors here yet— 
Send the Blanket that I wrote to you about.—By express to the 
care of F. W. Pecke & Co. Crow Wing—I will write you from Leech 
Lake—May the Great Spirit watch & Bless you 

Most Sencerely yours 
G Boneaa 
[P.S.] My son James, wishes you would get for him Dark Grey 
Mix‘ col? over Coat (Sack) he is about your size aa little larger 
pretty long—Send with the Blankets 
[Endorsed:] Oct 27, Go Bonaa 


GEORGE Bonea TO JoeL B. Bassett, Nov. 4, 1866 
[Bassett Papers—A.L.S.] 
Crow Wine Nov 4 1866 

Respected Sir 

I made out My application, with the Bonds, & handed it to 
Agent Clark, & also the letter of the Com’ he fumbled & Mumbled 
about awhile, then told me, to leave My papers & he would send 
them on to Washington. I asked him if he had any reason, to 
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think that I was not a proper person, to be in the Ind country he 
said no, yourself & sons I Know well, but B. Vasseure & Joseph 
Des Jaden I only Know by sight. I told him, that I could scratch 
out the names of these 2 Men, if he wished, he had nothing to say 
to that. Your securities I only Know by sight. I told him I 
could get ’most of all the people of Crow Wing, to go My Bonds, 
if that would suit him, all he could say was leave your papers & I 
will send them on to Washington—The fact is, that he is tied body 
& soul, to Aspinwall & Ruffee, that he would not dare to give 
lisence to his father, while the money pay* are going on the Agent 
starts today to Make the Leech & Red Lake pay** Some of the 
traders, that could not get lisence, are a taking goods to the Leech 
Lake payt if Agent Clark does as he did last year shut up, there 
stores, I expect that there will be a big howling by the Inds. Is not 
this a terrible state of thing.s to be caused by the Selfishness of 2 
Men. they really put the frontier con[{sta]ntly in peril, to attain 
there end.s— 

Senator Rice has always done, what he could for me. I have 
not the least doubt, but what he would endorse My application, 
if you should feel inclined to ask him—Senator Ramsey Might 
also do it, altho he is not so well acquanted, with My character 
as the former—No one can get lisence, but those who get there 
goods from Aspinwall & Ruffee— 

With Sentiments of Much respect I remain Yours &c 

G. Bonca 
[Endorsed:] Gro BonGa 


GrorGe Bonea To JoeL B. Bassett, NOVEMBER 4, 1866 
[Bassett Papers—A.L.S.] 


Crow WInG Nov 4* 1866 

Respected Sir 

Agent Clark would not give Me or any one else lisence. I send 
to you My application & Bonds—I asked Clark, what were the 
reasons, if any, that I should not get lisence. he told me, that 
Myself & Sons there was none. he said he did not Know Baptist 
Vasseaure, or Joseph DesJaden (the latter is the Man we call at 
Leech Lake Joseph Baptist) I told him, I could scratch these 2 
mens names out, of the application, to this he made no answer, 
(you Know the Agent.) he then Mumble4 something about the 
Securieties I told him, I could get the whole Crow Wing people, 
to go My Bonds, if that would Satisfy him. finelly he could say no 
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More, but say 2 or 3 times, leave your papers & I will forward them 
to the Dept to this I gave him no answer, & have not seen him 
sence why it is plainly to be seen, he could not give lisence to 
his father—Mille Lac pay‘: are over, & all went off nice, they say, 
traders sold there cheep— 

Rumour says, that Clark &c will start today for Leech Lake— 
but the traders & Myself will only start tomorrow. Charley 
Beaulieu Robt Fairbanks, & Perish Roy Still intends to take some 
goods. of course they will be driven off—if you find it is necessary, 
you can scratch out the Names of Baptist Vasseaure & Joseph 
DesJadon—I presume the Bond.s you can fix satisfactory. Clark 
told me, it was not necessary, to present the exact Invoice, only 
one of some Kind provided, the prohibited articles were not down, 
such as playing cards Vermillion &c—does not this look like Clark, 
he also said, any amount inside of $6,000—I also wrote you a letter 
if you wish to show it to M* Rice, with the Com" letter you can 


do so. I would like to get the lisence soon. 
Yours &¢ 


G. Bonga 
[P.S.] You can do anything you think proper for me such as 
stamps, for the lisence &cc all the traders goods have started, 
at this writing the Soldiers are passing the window 

Yours 
Respectfully 

G. Bonea 
[P.S.] I have not rec’ the Coat for James just as I was going to 
enclose the papers, I find that I forgot to put in My application 
My Son William You can Scratch out Vasseaure & ensert My 
Son William—I aught too to have put in Paul = Bellinger. junior 


instead of Joseph DesJadon 
G. Bonea 


GrEoRGE Bonea To JoeLt B. Bassett, NOVEMBER 9, 1866 
[Bassett Papers—A.L.8.] 
Leecu Lake Nov 9* 66 
Respected Sir 
I drop a hasty line to say, that the Ind.s tried there best, to 
have More then one concern to trade—but only suceded, in getting, 
R. Fairbanks & Perish Roy, to open there goods a Very small lot, 
Say 12 or $1500 worth. of course Clark would not heve done this 
Much had he not feared, that there would be trouble & he got the 
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consent of Asp!! & Frank Ray, to do this, the Inds hung to it, 
better then I expected—As to My self, I did not care 1 cent as I 
had no goods, & I did not want to run any risk—I presume this will 
break Beaulieu flat— 

They begun to pay yesterday, will finish to day.—this Lake is 
open for the Steam Boat. I suppose they will Start for Red Lake 
tomorrow or next day 

If M* Donnelly is elected, I will suppose that you will succeed, 
in getting this scoundrel out of office by the 1*t of January, for at 
that time some honest Man aught to take hold of this work.—after 
the pay“ are over I intend to go & Stay a couple of weeks at Crow 
Wing. I will be More handy to correspend with My friends—I 
have been altogether out of the Ring so I could not say a word to 
the Board of Visitors, but I presume they see enough, but it is the 
Bishop that was wanted—I feel like an orphan excuse haste 

Yours &¢ 
G. BonGa 
[Endorsed:| Gro Bonca 


GrorGE Bonca To JoreLt B. Bassett, NovEMBER 14, 1866 
[Bassett Papers—A.L.S.] 


Lercu Lake Nov 14‘ 66 

Respected Sir 

We have not heard a word from below, sence I left Crow Wing 
of course Knew nothing of the Elections if M*' D. is elected, I rest 
assured that you are & will strain every nerve, to rid this country, 
by the 1** of January, of this infamous rascal,—the Board of 
Visitors I only saw once, but Know enough, to say, that they are 
fairly disgusted & sick of the Man—If I had a chance to point out 
to them 1/20 of there plans & rascelity, it would have Made them 
crazy, to think, that there was such bare faced scoundrel.s on 
earth.—By doing all you can at present will Save you a good deal 
of writing—will I get lisence soon By the next chance I intend to 
write to M* Rice & the Bishop. I am confident that the Board of 
Visitors think asI do, if I thought it was any use I would write to 
Dt Reed—we have about 4 or 5 inches of snow 

Aspenwall & Ruffee & Co will pile up the Money at the Red 
Lake Ind.s pay‘—They will be paid at the Cass Lake Portage 10 
or 12 Miles from this. it wont cost the above firm 1 cent, to get 
there goods there, for all went in the Steam Boat—what can the 
Ind.s do or Say. the poor creatures are over awed by the Agent, 
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& his cooperateors [sic]—Does not this call for every honest Man.|’s] 
help, & surely God will reward him for it—excuse haste 
Yours &e 
G. Bonea 

Night 
[P.S.] The bearer did not Start, this Morning as he intended— 
what I mean by saying it will Save you, a good deal of writing is, 
I dont see the least doubt, why the country cant get rid, of this 
dangerous Man to the frontier—Steps aught to be taken for him 
to be removed, after the pay**—his Successor, aught to have all 
the time, from the begening of January, to get all the Machine 
agoing in good shape—Why should I doubt, it is said all the Dele- 
gation are strong for his removal & other circumstances, goes the 
Same way Respected Sir I Know you can do a good deal towards 
effecting the above, as soon as possible You Know it requires a 
good deal of time, to Straighten out the path. it would be well 
to have a fair understanding with Delegation excuse me, for My 


impudent suggestion 
Your Humble Servant &ce 


G. Bonea 
[Endorsed:| Gro Bonca 


[P.S.] I have today written to the Bishop—& als to the Rev M'* 
Brick—in 2 or 3 days I will again write to M* Rice 


G. Bonga to Hon. H. M. Rice, DecremsBer, 1872 
[M.H.S. Mise.—A.L.8.] 

Hon. H. M. Rice LeecH LAKE Dec 1872 
Respected Sir 

I do not Know where the Deceased Aitkins was born. it seems 
to me it was in Canada, as himself & brother, Spoke the French, as 
well as the Canadians themselfs 

As to My self, I was born, somewhere near were Duluth now is, 
that was before the N. P. R. R. had its termeneus there, pretty 
near 70 Years ago, at that time, there was great rivalrie, between 
the 2 fur Companys the old North west & the Hudson Bay. Co. 
My father was in the employ of the former there head quarters 
was at Fort William Lake Superior. I left there when I was a 
little boy, as I have no recollection, of the place & went to School 
in Montreal, as there was no one, to take any particular interest 
about me. I did not get as good an education, as I might have had 
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about the year of 1813, the great Law Suit between the above 
Companys took place which resulted in the Hudson Bay Co. 
haveing the Sole trade of the North west I have always been 
sorry, that I did not ask my father while living, if he knew where 
he immigrate from. I am now inclined to think, that they must 
have come, from the new State of Missouri, as he did not Speak 
any thing but french. I presume at that time, Very few inhabited 
that out Skirts State, Iowa, Illinois & Michigan except those 
connected with the fur trade. the North west company had, what 
was Styled, the South west Division that division had its head 
quarters at MacKinac. My grand father & his family of 5 or 6 
children, might heve been taken Prisoners by the Ind.s & Sold to 
the Ind" traders. that is the only way I can guess at it. I under- 
stood my father to say, that all his fathers family came to MacKinac, 
this I am certain of, for I had one Uncle & 2 Aunts, who went to 
Montreal with the Ind traders. My father came to Lake Superior 
with a Chippewa trader, it must be upwards of 100 years ago. 
at that time I beleeve there was, no traders in the interior. the 
North west Co. had there trading Post at a place between, were 
Duluth now is & Superior City. Old M*Donald, is the first white 
man of there now living in thes parts, that came to this country, 
he was in the Employ of the Hudson Bay Co. Messrs A. Morison 
I. H. Fairbanks, also Gen! Sibley, H. L. Dousman John Kenzie & 
my self all came in the employ of the American fur Co. I presume 
it would be quite interesting to those who would like such story.s 
to hear the above persons, relate, what they Knew of this Country. 
I have often thought, that it would be a cureousity to some, to See 
a lot of these old Stagers riding on a R. R. together 

With Sentiments of the Most Sincere respect Yours &c 
Hon. H. M. Rice G. Bonca 
[P.S.] Our horses are all laid up, with the disease is the reason, 
that the rice does not reach you 
































PAPERS BEARING ON THE NEGROES OF CUBA 
IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 


The history of the Negroes in the West Indies when 
properly written will be an important chapter in the conflict 
and fusion of cultures in the Western Hemisphere. The 
Negroes early imported into this country were, as a rule, 
first brought to the West Indies, and later to the colonies 
along the Atlantic Coast. In the West Indies, they ex- 
perienced a development which had much to do with the 
manner in which they became assimilated to the standards 
of the white man in the colonies. The documents published 
below were extracted from the Archives of the Indies, Seville, 
Spain. They do not deal primarily with this particular point, 
but they do furnish a beginning for the study of the Negro 
slaves and of the free people of color in the West Indies 
controlled by the Latins. 

These documents are reproduced here as nearly as possible 
in the form in which they appear in the Archives. Even the 
position of the matter on the original page is indicated in 
parenthesis. Erasures and omissions are also noted. 


A. de I., 54-2-10. Seis pliegos. 
Los morenos horros de la Ciudad 
de la Habana a Su Magestad, sin 
fecha. 


+ 


Sefior 

Los morenos horros de la ciudad de la hauana, = dizen, que 
siendo labradores y ocupando su tpo en la agricultura, todas las 
vezes que ay nezesidad de tomar las armas en defensa de la 
dha / ciudad y demas puertos de aquella ysla, lo azen con balor 
siguiendo a su gobernador cap". a guerra y de ynfanteria guar- 
dando los puestos q les son sefialados por sus oficiales aresgando 
sus, vidas, asi en ocasiones publicas que se an ofrezido como 
azidentales an hecho su deuer, como buenos vasallos de V mg‘. 

6 55 
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guardando El estilo de milicgia, saliendo al enemigo al enquentro, 
matandole gente y quitandoles los nauios y demas pertrechos y 
hazienda robada a vasallos de V mg‘. que trayan; = estos y otros 
seruizios particulares an hecho, acudiendo a las faginas y demas 
cossas nezesarias a la guerra y fuerzas de la dha ciudad sin tener 
pa Ello orden de V mg‘. y acudiendo en la forma referida. y siendo 
como Es a cargo de la gente militar. El acudir a las cossas q se 
ofrezen del seruicio manual de los castillos, los ocupan a Ellos en 
paginar qualquiera ynstrum”. de piezas y demas pertrechos militares 
y en derribar la plaza de la dha ciudad, con gra molestia y avnque 
quieran dar otro q la sirua, no lo quieren admitir a fin de azerles 
Dajio, de lo qual se sigue El no poder acudir a sus labranzas, que 
Es causa de no auer pan, ni, legumbres, por no auer quien cultiue la 
tierra, de que se siguen malos mantenimientos, ambre, y enfer- 
medades y Ellos Estan padeziendo perpetua Esclauitud, y la demas 
gente de la ciudad no se ocupa en las labranzas, sino Es en yngenios 
(P. 2.) de azucar, por tanto. = Sup". a Vmg?4 vmilm* sea seruido 
de mandar, remediar lo sobredho. mandando q no sean ocupados en 
traginar, los pertrechos de la guerra en los dhos Castillos ni en 
otras partes pues la gente militar tiene obligacion de acudir a Ello 
como personas pagadas, de Vmg? y Ellos no reziuiran Dajfio en su 
agricultura y labor q reziuiran mrd 
(F. 2., en blanco.) 
(P. 4.) ylumbe 
Los morenos Horros de la ciudad de la Abana. 
S°. Juan Ruiz de Contreras 

Digen que ellos se ocupan en lo mas del afio en sus labrancgas y 
los giudadanos los ocupan en traginar las piezas y demas yns- 
trumentos militares, y en derribar la plaga de la giu*. y avnque 
quieran dar otro en su lugar no les, es, admitido de que se sigue el no 
poder acudir a sus labrangas, y ay falta de Pan, y demas legumbres 
con que caussan Ambre, malos mantenim“*. y enfermedades y ellos 
padezen perpetua molestia y esclauitud-Piden, que no sean compe- 
lidos en lo sussodho, pues la gente militar tiene obligacion de acudir 
a ello, como quienes lleban sueldo: y ellos ademas de sus ocupaciones 
de la agricultura siruen de muy buena gana en ocassiones de Rebatos, 
como buenos soldados 

/ en esta petizion se les rresponda lo mesmo que en la que piden 
que no los enbie a ser correos 

(Hay una rubrica) 

El Conss® 19 de Junio 623 
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-+- 
Sefior 


Los morenos horros de la ciudad de la habana, Dizen q muchos 
de Ellos compran las tierras yermas por su din®. para labrar en 
ellas pan y demas bastimento pa la dha ciudad y no les dejan 
vsar de las tales tierras antes se los quitan teniendo El mismo 
derecho que adquirieron del Duefio de quien les fue transferido, 
tomando licencia de que son vmildes y gente que no saue de pleytos; 
El Cauildo y regim*’. ademas de quitarles no les deja labrar sin 
nueba licencia y Esta la dan alguna vez y tarde con que se siguen 
notorios Dafios pues quitan la abundangia de cosecha que podia 
auer y a Ellos se aze estorzion en quitarles la propiedad y posesion 
de sus haziendas = 
= Supp". a Vmg‘ vmilmente sea seruido de remediar mandando 
al dho cauildo y regim* que no les perturbe su derecho que tienen 
en las compras que azen; ni que Esten obligados a pedir licencia 
para labrar en sus tierras, pues es benefigio de la republica y Ellos 
son miembros de Ella, y vasallos de Vmg4 que reziuiran mdes 
(P. 2., en blanco.) 

(F. 2.) S*. Dom’. 1623. 
Los morenos horros de la Habana, sobre las molestias q. les ocasionan 
las Justicias y otras corporaciones 
(P. 4.) ylumbe 
Los morenos horros de la ciudad de la Abana 

S°. Juan Ruiz de Contreras 
Dizen, que ellos por su dinero compran tierras Hiermas para labrar 
pan y demas Bastimentos, para la ciudad, y el Cauildo, y Regimiento 
no les dexa vssar, y se las quitan teniendo adquiridos el mismo 
derecho del duefio, de quien les fue transferido, y demas de quitarles, 
no les dexan labrar sin nueba licencia, y esta la dan alguna vez, y 
tarde, con que se sigue, que no ay abundancia de cossecha, que podia 
aber = Piden que no les sea quitado su derecho de propriedad y 
possesion; ni que no esten obligados a Pedir ligengia para labrar 
en sus Haziendas, siendo como es en Benefigio de la Republica, y 
ellos son Bassallos leales 
/ Al Gober*t que les anpare haziendoles guardar Justi* 

(Hay una ribrica) 

El Conss° 19 de Junio 623 
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a 


Sefior 


Los morenos horros, de la ciudad de la hauana, = dizen que son 
en aquella tierra, como los labradores en estos reynos de Castilla 
labrando y cultiuando la tierra con todo genero de semilla y posehen 
bienes rayzes con Estan** que tienen de donde se sustenta la dha 
ciudad y sus auitantes y la demas gente de yente y biniente, de las 
flotas y armadas de Vmg‘. y perturbandoles su agricultura, y 
labranza, en notable dafio de su sudor y El bien comun, los cauildos 
eclesiasticos y seglares de guerra y Justicia los embian fuera de la 
ciudad, aziendoles azer ofi°. de Correo, a distantes partes en que 
ocupan muchos dias y pierden su trauajo y lo que tienen cultiuado, 
con que se sigue ademas de perder lo labrado, El sustento ordin®. y 
bien comun deuiendo azer, los dhos corretages la dha ciudad por si 
y su costa, pues tiene propios, y tal vez no solo pierden su trauajo 
y lo que tienen cultiuado, mas quedan sin vida de cansanzio de 
los caminos, y muchos quedan sin salud = supp*" a Vmg? ynilm*e. 
sea seruido de reparar los dafios, referidos pues son tan en agrauio 
suyo y de su republica, mandando que no sean compelidos por los 
dhos cauildos eclesiasticos y seglares ni demas ministros de Justicia 
y guerra q En ello reziuiran la que de su grandeza y piedad se deue 
Esperar 
(P. 2., en blanco) (F. 2., en blanco) 
(P. 4.) ylumbe 

Los morenos orros de la ciudad de la Abana— 

S°. Juan Ruiz de Contreras 

Dizen, que en aquella ciudad son ellos, como aca en Castilla los 
labradores, y los Cabildos Eclesiastico y Seglar los ocupan como a 
Correos embiandoles a caminos lejos con que todos lo que tienen 
labrado de cossecha pierden y queda el pueblo sin el sustento 
ordinario, y bien comun, y tal vez mueren de cansancio de los 
caminos—Piden que no sean compelidos a ello; sino que la ciudad 
a costa de los proprios della haga Hazer tales mensajes— 
/ al Gober®' se les escriba que mire por el buen tratam* destos 
morenos pues esta a su cargo y aga que se les guarde lo que esta 
ordenado sobre esto (Hay una rubrica) por leyes del Reyno y de 
aquella ciu4 


(Hay una ribrica) 
El Conss° 19 de Junio 623 
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oe 
Sefior 


Los morenos horros de la ziudad de la hauana dizen = q sin mas 
causa de azerles molestias y ultrajarlos, la Justicia y sus ministros 
no les dejan traer capas de noche y quando alguna vez los topan 
se la quitan y en castigo los prenden y executan en ezesiuas penas 
pecuniarias = Sup". a Vmag? vmilm** sea seruido de mandar que 
todos Ellos puedan traer capas sin yncurrir en pena alguna asi de 
Dia como de noche y no les agan molestia ni les Ileuen pena ni azer 
ningun castigo por Ello que reziuiran mrd 

(P. 2. y F. 2., en blanco.) 

(P. 4.) ylumbe + 


Los morenos horros de la ciudad de la hauana— 

S°. J. R de Contreras 
Dizen, que los ministros de Justicia no les dejan traer capas de 
noche y encontrandoles con Ellas se los quitan prendiendolos y 
condenandolos en penas pecuniarias = piden su remedio y no se les 
aga estorcion tal 
/ Al Gober*? que probea lo que conbenga 

(Hay una riubrica) 

E] Conss° 19 de Junio 623 





4. 


Los morenos horros de la ciudad de la hauana, = dizen q En las 


fiestas publicas, que se azen en ella como son dias de Corpus, y 
otras de solemnidad, q se zelebran, los mandan a las morenas 


casadas que salgan por fuerza a las danzas y bayles, siendo como 
son mugeres onrradas y no auituadas a cossas tales, y quando no 
quieren ocuparse en ello, las lleuan penas pecuniarias (como q la 
cossa fuese muy nezessaria) sin mas yncurrir auiendo otras que lo 
puedan azer y allarse en regozijos tales pues ay mucha gente soltera 
pa Ello, sin que obliguen a mugeres casadas, y donzellas, quitadas 
de tales publigidades = supp". a Vmg* vmilm*® sea seruido de 
mandar q las morenas casadas y donzellas recoxidas q no quieren 
tratar de Ello, no las fuerzen ni las lleuen condenagion ni pena 
pecuniaria por Ello, pues ay otras que regizijen la fiesta que reziuiran 
mrd 
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(P. 2. y F. 2., en blanco.) 
(P. 4.) ylumbe 
Los morenos Horros de la giudad de la Abana— 

S°. Juan Ruiz de Contreras 
Dizen, que en las fiestas Publicas que se hazen en la ciudad el dia 
de Corpus, y otros de solenidad, de Balles y dangas, las Hazen 
fuerza a las mugeres casadas, y donzellas Recogidas, que no estan 
abituadas a tales publicidades, y de no querer hallarse en ellas las 
lleban penas pecuniarias, auiendo otras que lo hagan = Piden que 
no sean compelidas a ello, ni las leben pena pecuniaria a las Cassadas 
y donzellas, que no quissieren de grado 
/ Al Gober*' que probea lo que conbenga 

(Hay una rtbrica) 
El Conss° 19 de Junio 623 





a 
Sefior 


Los morenos horros de la ciudad de la hauana = dizen q estando 
en sus casas asi en la dha ciudad como en sus estan**. donde azen 
labranzas quietos y pazificos ocupandose en exerzicgios virtuosos los 
que son aproposito pa la agricultura, los rancheadores que se 
nombran por las Justi¢gias pa ranchear los negros zimarrones, debajo 
deste nombre suzede de ordin® entrar los tales absolutam*® sin 
poderles resistir en las casas y haziendas de los morenos horros asi 
de dia como de noche con muy gran liuertad, aziendoles muy 
grandes estorziones y molestias lleuandoles muchas cossas de sus 
cassas y haziendas particularm*. cauallos y otras vestias de seruizio 
con q quedan ynutiles de poder acudir a sus labranzas, y avnq se 
desee su remedio acudiendo a las Justicias no lo ay ni puede auer, 
respeto de ser los mas de los dhos suzesos en despoblados donde no 
pueden azer probanzas y ser mas ordin® dar credito a los que tales 
dafios azen que no a los dhos morenos. = Sup" a Vmg‘ se sirua de 
remediar, lo sobredho, mandando so graues penas que ninguno de 
ninguna calidad y condizion que sea se ose azerles molestia alguna, 
particular los dhos rancheros ni que puedan entrar en las dhas 
casas ni aziendas ni aprouecharse de sus cauallos y vestias que 
reziuiran mrs 
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(P. 2. y F. 2., en blanco.) 
(F. 4.) ylumbe 
Los morenos horros de la ciudad de la Abana 
S°. Ju° Rz. de Contreras 

Dizen que los Rancheadores nombrados por las Justigias con nombre 
de ministros della entran en las casas y Haziendas que tienen en 
despoblados para el exercicio de la Agritulra, y absolutam*. los 
molestan, y les quitan caballos, y otras vestias de seruicgio, que les 
Hazen falta para la labranca, y como en Campana sola, no ay 
Remedio de poderles probar los eczessos y siempre su Relacion es, 
mas creydos que el de los morenos = supp". que los Rancheadores, 
no puedan entrar en las Casas, ni hazerles dafio en las Heredades, ni 
tomarles Caballos, y otras vestias de seruicio, so graues penas— 

/ Al Gober** P* que probea en esto lo que biere que conbiene 
haziendo Just* a los morenos 

(Hay una rubrica) 

El Conss° 19 de Junio 623 





A. de I., Estante, 54, Caj6n, 2, Legajo, 12. 


Simon Fernandez Leyton a Su 
Magestad, sin fecha. 


-f 


Sefior 


Simon Fernandez Leyton Cauallero del Auito de Christo // Dize 
que ha mas de cinquenta afios que sirue en el Presidio de la Hauana 
donde ha hecho seruicios particulares en cossas militares; Y 
hauiendo venido a esta Corte por Procurador general de aquella 
Ciudad dio muy buena quenta de todo lo que se le encargo, y en 
premio de esto mando V Mag? por Consulta de la Junta de guerra 
de Indias que se tuuiese quenta con su persona en cargos militares; 
ha muchos afios que V Mag? le tiene naturalicado en estos Rey®*. y 
tiene Patente de Capp" de Infanteria ad honorem, como todo ello 
consta mas particularmente por los papeles que presenta; Por todo 
lo qual y a la satisfacgion que se tiene de su persona // Supp a 
V Mg‘. se sirua de mandar que pues en estos Reynos traen las 
personas de su Auito, calidad y serui®*. los criados negessarios sin 
ningun impedimento; se sirua de mandar que en la Hauana (donde 
ha seruido mas de 40 afios, y es, tan conogido y fiel vassallo de V 
Mg“) pueda traer dos criados negros con espadas, sin que se le 
ponga embaraco por los (P. 2.) Gouernadores de aquel Presidio, 











62 JOURNAL OF Necro History 


pues esto mesmo se ha hecho en las Indias con otras personas de 
menos calidad y serui¢ios, en que Reciuira mrd &* 
(F. 2., en blanco) (P. 4.) oh 


Sefior 


Simon Fernandez Leyton Cauallero del Auito de Xpto— 
Stic, Jue Bap** Saenz Nau*. 
En M¢ A 23 de X° de 1641 
lleuese al s* Don P° de Viuanco con la calidad de la suplica 
(Hay una rtbrica) 

—Bar™*. Lopez de Echaburu / Official entretenido en la Secret™* 
de la Nueua Espajia; ha mas de 16 afios que sirue en los papeles de 
gouierno de ella; Y ha tres afios que se le sefialaron cien ducados 
de salario al afio, en efectos del Conssejo; Y porque hasta agora 
no se le ha pagado cossa alguna de ellos, a cuya caussa y no tener 
otro recurso padece estrema necessidad // Supp a V Mag? le haga 
mrd de que se le aplique lo que importare este efecto que presenta a 
quenta de lo que se le deue de su salario; o que por esta q* se le 
libre en el Receptor algun socorro en honor de estas sanctas pascuas 
q En ello R* mrd 

(Hay una especie de riibrica) 





A. de I., 78-3-9. 


El Rey Al Gobernador de la Habana 
Madrid, 21, Julio, 1623 


+ 
// £° 137 // El Rey 
Idem 

Al Gou°’t de la hauana Don fran venegas mi Gou’' y capp*" G! 
haga que se les guarde_ de la Isla de cuba y ciu4 de san xpual 
su justi* a los morenos’ de la hauana o a la pers* a cuyo cargo 
harros que ay en aque- fuere su Gou® // f° 137 v° // perp*® de 
lla ciu¢ en las tierras los morenos horros de esa ciu‘ se me a 
que compran paralabrar hecho R°" que muchos dellos compran al- 
pan gunas tierras yerma para labrar en ellas 

pan y demas bastimentos para la dha ciu- 
dad y no les dejan usar de las tales tierras antes se las quitan 
teniendo el mesmo derecho que adquirieron del duefio de quien les 
fue transferidos y que el cauildo y rejimi*® ademas de quitarselas 
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no se las dejan labrar sin nueua lic* y esta la dan pocas vezes y 
tarde con que se siguen notorios dafios pues quitan la abundancia 
de cosecha que podia hauer y a ellos se les haze estorcion en quitarles 
la propiedad y posesion de sus haz*** supp™* atento a ello fuese 
seruido de remediar lo mandado al cauildo y rejimi // f° 138 // de 
esa ciu? que no les perturbe el der® que tienen en las compras que 
hazen ni les obliguen a pedir nueua lic* para labrar en sus tierras y 
hauiendose visto en mi conss°® Ride las In’s he tenido por bien de 
dar la pres*¢ por la qual los mando ampareis a los dichos morenos 
horros que ay en esa ciu‘ haziendoles guardar en todo su juti* de 
que me terne por seruido fcha en Madrid a veinte y uno de Jullio 
de mill y seiscientos y veinte y tres afios yo el Rey refrendada de 
juan Ruiz de Contr**® y sefialada de los del conss°—Hay una rubrica. 


A. de I., 78-3-9. 


El Rey al Gobernador de la Habana 
Madrid, Julio, 21, 1623. 


fe 
El Rey 
// £° 136 v° // 
Idem 

Al Gou*t de la hauana Don fran® venegas mi Gou® y capp*" g! 
prouea lo que comben-_ de la Isla de Cuba y ciu® de san xpual 
ga en rr°® de que los_ de la hauana o a la pers* a cuyo cargo 
morenos horros de aque- fuere su Gou® por parte de los morenos 
lla ciu* pueden se les _horros de esa ciudad se me a hecho R 
dejen traer capas a to- que la justicia y los ministros della 
das oras no les dejan traer capas de noche y 

quando alguna vez los topan con ella se 
la quitan // f° 137 // y los prenden y executan en excesibas penas 
pecunarias solo a fin de hazerles molestia supp™* fuese seruido de 
mandar que todos los dhos morenos puedan traer capas a todas oras 
sin yneurrir por ello en pena alguna y hauiendose visto en mi 
conss® R! de las In** he tenido por bien de dar la presente por la 
qual os m?° proueais en lo sobre dho lo que combenga fha en Madrid 
a veinte y uno de jullio de mill y seis® y veinte y tres afios yo el Rey 
refrendada de juan Ruiz de contr** y sefialada de los del conss°— 
Hay una rubrica. 


A. de I., 78-3-9. 


El Rey al Gobernador de la Habana 
Madrid, Julio, 21, 1623. 
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a 
El Rey 
// £° 136 // 
Idem 

Al Gou*t de la hauana Don fran* venegas mi Gou*' y capp** G! 
prouea lo que comben-_ de la Isla de cuba y ciu4 de san xpual de 
ga en rra°" de que los_ la hauana o a la pers* a cuyo cargo fuere 
morenos orros piden no su Gou® perp‘® de los morenos horros 
obliguen a las morenas’ de esa ciu? se me a hecho R°” que en 
casadas y doncellas a_ las fiestas publicas que se hazen en 
que salganenlasdanzas_ ella como son los dias del corpus y 
y bayles de las fiestas otras de solenidad que se celebran man- 
que se hazen dan a las morenas casadas que salgan 

por fuera a las danzas y bayles siendo 
como son mugeres honrradas y no auituadas a cosas semejantes y 
q*° se escusan de hazerlo las las lleuan penas pecunarias sin yncurrir 
en otro delito hauiendo gente soltera que lo pueda hazer supp™® 
fuese seruido de mandar que las casadas y donzellas recojidas que 
no quieran hallarse en semejantes // f° 136 v° // fiestas no les 
obliguen a ello ni las penen en cosa alguna supuesto que de allarse 
en ellas solo sirue de los ynconueni*® y dafios que se dejan considerar 
y hauiendose uisto en mi R! conss® de las In** he tenido por bien 
dedar la presente por la qual os mando proueais en los que referido 
lo que combenga fha en Madrid a veinte y uno de jullio de mill y 
seis® veinte y tres afios yo el Rey refrendada de ju° Ruis de contr* 
sefialada de los del conss°. 


A. de I., 78-3-9. 


El] Rey Al Gobernador de la Habana 
Madrid, Julio 21, 1623 


ao 
El Rey 
// £° 134 v° // 
Idem 
Al Gou*t de la hauana Don fran venegas mi Gou*' y capp*" G! 
mire por el buen de la Isla de cuba y ciu4 de san xpual 


de la hauana por parte de los morenos 
horros de esa ciu? se me a hecho Rel®* que en esa tierra son ellos 
como los labradores en estos Rey® de castilla labrando y culti- 
bando la tierra con todo genero de semilla y por echar vienes 





DocuMENTs 65 


rayces con estancias que tienen de donde se sustenta esa ciu’ y 
sus auitantes y la demas gente y ente y viniente de las flotas y 
Armadas y que perturbandoles su agricultura y la labranza en 
notable dafio de el bien comun los cauildos eclesiasticos y seglares 
de guerra y justi* los embian fuera de esa ciu® haciendoles hazer 
oficio de correos a distantes partes en que ocupan muchos dias y 
pierden su trauajo y lo que tienen cultiuado con que se sigue ademas 
de perder lo labrado el sustento ordin® y vien comun deuiendo 
hazer los dichos corretajes esa ciu‘ // f° 135 v° // por si y a su costa 
pues tiene propios y tal vez no solo pierden su trauajo y lo que 
tienen cultibado mas quedan sin vida de cansangio de los caminos 
y muchos quedan sin salud supp™ fuese seruido de mandar reparar 
los dafios referidos pues son tan en agrauio suyo y de su repu® 
mandando que no sean compelidos por los dhos cauildos eclesiasticos 
ni seglares ni demas ministros de just* y guerra y hauiendose visto 
en mi conss° R! de las In* he tenido por bien de dar la pres*¢ por la 
qual os mando mireis por el buen tratam* de los dhos morenos pues 
esta a vro cargo y hareis que se les guarde lo que esta ordenado 
sobre lo aqui contenido por leyes del Rey° y de esa ciu® que asi es 
mi volunt4 fha en Madrid a veinte y uno de jullo de mill y seiscientos 
y veinte y tres afios yo el Rey refrendada de ju° Ruiz de contr* y 
sefialada de los del conss°—Hay una rubrica. 


A. de I., 78-3-9. 


El Rey al Gobernador de la Habana, 
Madrid, Julio, 21, 1623 


oh 
El Rey 

// £° 133 v° // 

Idem 
Al Gout de la Hauana Don fran venegas mi Gou® y capp*" G! 
prouea lo que combenga_ de la Isla de cuba y ciu4 de san xpual 
ss® que no entren en de la hauana o a la persona a cuyo car- 
las casas y haz4** de go fuere su Gou® pert* de los morenos 
los morenos horros de __horros de esa ciu* se me a hecho Rel” 
aquella ciu? los ran- que estando en sus // f° 134 // casas 
cheadores nombrados asi en esa ciudad como en sus estancias 
por las justi*® que ban donde hay en labranzas quietos y paci- 
a ranchear los negros_ ficos ocupandose en exercicios virtuos- 
cimarrones sos los que son aproposito para la 
agricultura los rrancheadores que se 








66 JOURNAL OF NgEcrRo History 


nombran por las justizias para ranchear los negros cimarrones debajo 
de este nombre subcede de ordin® entrar los trales absoluta*® sin 
poderlos resistir en las cassas y haziendas de los dhos morenos de 
dia y de noche con gran libertad haziendoles muchas extorsiones y 
molestias lleuandoles muchas cossas de sus cassas y haziendas 
particularm** cauallos y otras vestias de serui® con que quedan 
ynutiles de poder acudir a sus labranzas y aunque se a procurado 
el rem° acudiendo a las justi** no la ay ni puede hauer respecto de 
ser los mas de los dhos subcesos en despo // f° 134 v° // blados donde 
no se pueden hazer probanzas supp™* fuese seruido de mandar 
poner rem’ en ello mandando que ninguna pers* de qualquier calidad 
y condizién que sea les haga molestia alguna y en particular los 
rancheros y que no puedan entrar en las dhas cassas ni haziendas ni 
aprouecharse de sus cauallos y vestias, y hauiendose visto en mi 
conss® R! de las In** he tenido por bien de dar la presente por la 
qual os m®° proueais en lo aqui referido lo que vieredes que conuiene 
haz*° justi* a los dhos morenos de que me terne por seruido fha en 
Madrid a veinte y uno de jullio de mill y seis® y veinte y tres Afios 
yo el Rey refrendada de ju° Ruis de contr** y sefialada de los del 
conss°—Hay una rubrica. 

A. de I., 78-3-9. 

El Rey al Gobernador de la Habana, 
Madrid, Julio, 21, 1623. 


+. 
// # 132 v° |// El Rey 
Morenos horros de la 
ciu? de la hauana 








Al Gou’ de la hauana 
mire por el buen tra- 
tamiento de los more- 
nos horros de aquella 
ciu? y que se les g* 
sus preheminencias en 
rr" de que no sean 
ocupados en trajinar 
los pertrechos de la 
guerra en los castillos 
de aquella ciu’ ni en 
otras partes 


Don fran®® venegas mi Gou”' y capp*" G! 
de la Isla de Cuba y ciu‘ de san xpoual 
de la hauana o a la persona a cuyo cargo 
fuere su Gou° perp’? de los morenos 
horros de esa ciu* se me a hecho Rel” 
que siendo labradores y ocupando su tpo 
en la agricultura todas las vezes que ay 
neces? de tomar las Armas en defensa de 
esa ciu? y demas puestos de esa Isla lo 
hasen con valor guardando los puestos 
que les son sefialados por sus opts 
ariesgando sus vidas asi en oras°"®* pu°*s 
que se an ofrecido como acidentales y han 
hecho su deuer guardando el estilo de la 
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milizia saliendo al enemigo al enquentro matandole gente y quitan- 
dole los nauios y demas pertrechos y haz*** robada a mos vasallos 
y acuden a las trajinar y demas cosas neces*’** de la guerra y fuercas 
de esa ciu‘ sin tener // f° 133 // para ello orden mia y que siendo 
como es a cargo de la gente militar el acudir a las cossas que se 
ofrezen del serui® manual de los castillos los ocupan a ellos en 
trajinar qualquiera yntrumento de pieza y demas _ pertrechos 
militares y enderibar la plaza de esa ciu¢ con gran molestia y 
aunque quieran dar per* que en su lugar sirba no les es admitido 
a fin de hazerles dafio de que se les sigue el no poder acudir a sus 
labranzas que es causa de no hauer pan ni legumbres por no hauer 
quien cultive la tierra de mas de los malos mantenimi** ambre y 
enfermedades que padecen Supp™* fuese seruido de mandarlo re- 
mediar y que no sean ocupados en trajinar los pertrechos de la 
guerra en los dichos castillos ni en otras partes pues la gente militar 
tiene oblig®" de acudir a ello // f° 133 v° // y hauiendose visto en 
mi conss® R! de las In** he tenido por bien de dar la presente por 
la qual os mando mireis por el buen tratam* de los dhos morenos 
pues esta a vro cargo y hareis que se les guarde lo que esta ordenado 
sobre lo aqui contenido por leyes del Rey°® y de esa ciu4 que asi es 
mi voluntad fha en Madrid a veinte y uno de jullio de mill y seis- 
cientos y veinte y tres afios y del Rey refrendada de juan Ruis de 
contr** y sefialada de los del conss°—Hay una rubrica. 


A. de I., 78-3-11. 


El Rey al Gobernador de la Habana 
Zaragoza 5 de Julio de 1646 


oe 


El Rey 
// £° 205 // 


Fran diaz Portalegre 


p* q. el gou®t de la Mi Gou*' y Cap? Gen! de la Isla de Cuba 
hauana haga que los’ y Ciu? de san christoual de la hauana 
ofz* R* de aquella Ciu’ por parte de fran diaz Portalegre resi- 
Y las demas personas dente en esta Corte // f° 205 v° // se 
que huuieren cobrado’_ me ha hecho relacion que como cesonario 
los mrs procedidos de que el de P® Rodriguez de Abreo su so- 
los derechos de esclauos__brino le toca y pertenege el contrato y 
negros que se nauegaron asiento de esclauos de Angola de la Co- 
a las In* por las corona rona de Portug. Y que de los derechos 
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de portug en el tpo que __ procedidos de las Armacones de esclauos 
duro el asien to de P® que en conformidad de dho asiento se 
Rodriguez abreo den nauegaron a las In* se le estan debiendo 
quenta con pagoafran® cantidades muy considerables que paran 
diaz Portalegreagq"® toca em poder de los factores y personas que 
el dho asiento de la _ tubieron poder p* la cobranga de los dhos 
cant’ q. estubiere en su derechos y que uno dellos era Simon fer- 
poder en la forma que nandez Leyton difunto vecino que fue 
en esta cedula se ordena_ desa Ciu‘ y por su muerte pararon en esa 

mi R! Caja // f° 206 // y que para cobrar 

lo que asi se le deuen necesita de que a 

los ofz§ de mi R! haz** desa Ciu4 y 

demas personas que huuieren entendido 
en la cobranga de los dhos derechos le den quenta de las cantida- 
des que paranensu poder. Suplicandome que seseruido de mandar- 
le dar mi cedula para que hiciesedes que los dhos mis offz* R* y 
las demas personas en cuyo poder huuieren entrado los mrs. pro- 
cedidos del dho asiento de esclauos negros de la Corona de portugal 
le diesen quenta con pago de los mrs q® parasen en su poder. Y 
hauiendose bisto por los de mi Cons? R! de las In** juntam*® con 
los // £° 206 v° // papeles q. se presentaron por p*® del dho fran 
diaz Portalegre por donde consto tocarle el dho asiento y ser el 
verdadero duefio del y lo q. sobre todo dijo el licen*? D. Geronimo 
de Camargo mi fiscal en el dho mi Consejo a q® le cometio labriesse 
fue acordado se diese esta mi cedula por la qual os ordeno y mando 
hagais que los of* de mi R! haz** desa ciu4 y las demas personas q 
resideieren en esa Isla en cuyo poder ubieren entrado por q*! q' 
causa o racon los mrs procedidos de los derechos de los esclauos 
negros que se huuieren // f° 207 // nauegado a las Indias por la 
Corona de portugal en conform® del asiento tomado con el dho 
P° Rodrg? de Abreo. den al dho fran” diaz Portalegre o a quien en 
poder o derecho huuiere como duefio que es del dho contrato quenta 
juridica y ajustada de lo q asi huuieren recivido en virt4 de poder 
suyo o del dho P° Rodriguez de Abreo en el tpo q duro el dho asiento 
y lo que ymportaren los alcances liquidos q resultaren de las dhas 
quentas los sacareis y hareis se saquen de poder de los dhos factores 
u de la persona o parte donde pararen y que se // f° 207 v° // 
entreguen en mis Cajas R* desa Ciu’ con orden de que dellas se 
rremitan a estos mis Reynos en la prim* ocass registrados en 
Caueca del dho fran® Diaz Portalegre y por su quenta y riesgo 
dirigidos a mis Press** y jueces ofz* de la Casa de la Contratacion de 
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la Ciu® de Seuilla con distinzion y claridad de lo que firoceden p* 
que los dhos mis Press*¢ y jue* of* no lo entreguen a persona alguna 
hasta que el diho fran diaz Portalegre o la persona que en su 
derecho succediere aya liquidado si debe al // f° 208 // guna cantidad 
a mi R! haz** o a los juristas del tpo que el dho asiento estubo a 
su cargo que con certificazion de los ofz* de mi R! haz** de la Ciu® 
de la cantidad que entregaren en su poder los dhos factores o en 
qualquier manera ubiere entrado en mi R! Caja de su cargo y 
carta de pago y finiquito del dho fran® diaz Portalegre o de q® su 
poder u derecho ubiere no se les voluera a pedir por persona alguna 
que asi es mi volunt*. fha en caragoga a cinco de Julio de mil y 
seis’®* y qt* y seis afios Yo el Rey Por mandado // f° 208 v° // del 
Rey ntro s°™ Ju" Bap** Saenz Hau y sefialada del Cons? 


A. de I., 54-1-17. 1 pliego inc. 2. 


Don Francisco de Riafio y Gamboa 
a S.M., Habana, Agosto, 30, 1637. 


=f 
Sefior 

En Razon de vna ympugision Paregiendome que la plataforma 
de los negros que salen de de la fuerza vieja hera la mayor 
esta clu’ para fuera de esta defenza de este puerto y que 
ysla. necesitaua de correrse mas para 

que pudieran ponerse en ella mas 
media docgena de piezas de artilleria y esto se hiciese sin costa de su 
Real Hacienda de Vmag‘ Hize vn auto para que ninguno sacase 
puja de esclauo de esta ¢iu’. para fuera de esta ysla sin pagar de 
derechos para la fabrica de esta hobra gien Reales. Esto se a 
Executado y Cumplido de manera que esta ympucision ha balido 
dies mill y gien Reales como pareze por la Certificazion que Remito 
con esta. V mag? bea si gusta se continue Esta ympugision y se 
gaste en los efectos para que se ympuso = Gu® y prospere nuestro 
Sefior a V mag? largos y felizes afios como deseo = Hauana y 
agosto 30 de 1637 

Don Fran® Riafio y gamboa 


(Rubricado) 
(P. 2. y F. 2., en blanco.) 
(P. 4.) + 
Hauana A Su Mag? 1637 


Don Fran”. de Riafio y Ganboa 30 de Agosto 
Dupp“ 
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(Acompajia a la anterior.) 
oo 

Diego arias maldonado Contt*' Juez of! por su mag? de Su R! 
haz* desta ysla de cuba precidio y castillos = Certifico quen vn 
libro questa en la contt® de Su mag? de mi cargo que comienza 
y tiene por cauesa Libro de cargo de lo que se cobra de la ynpusision 
quel Sefior Don Fran” de Riajio y ganboa g°*™ y Cap” general desta 
ysla manda por su avtto de diez y siette de Setienbre de mill y 
seis cientos y treinta y seis afios de questa tomada la racon En el 
libro de sedulas que paguen los duefios desclauos de qualquiera que 
saliere deste puertto a Ron de zien R®* cada piessa desclauo diego 
EE aT TR ey 
Hazemonos cargo los Juezes ofles R* de la R! ha- 
zienda diego arias maldonado Contt°*™ y don Juan 
de arechaga tess® de duzientos R* quen dos de otubre 
de mill y s°s y treinta y seis afios metio en la real 
caja de nuestro cargo Fran® Hidalgo vezino desta 
ciuda Por las piessas desclauos que dize lleua a la 
nueua esp* que se cobran en conformidad de la 
ynpusision quel Sefior don fran® de riafio y ganboa 
g°t y Cap” general desta ysla mando por su autto de 
questa tomada la Ron en el libro de zedulas diego 
arias maldonado Don Juan de arechaga.......... U 200 
mas nos Hazemos cargo de mil y cien R* q en dho 
dia mes y afio dho metio en la R! Caja fran® dias 
machado por tantos que lo montaron onze Piessas 
desclauos q Dize lleua a la nueua esp* q se cobran 
en conformidad de la ynpusision q el dho sefior 
g°' D Fran® Riafio y ganboa mando por su autto 
de questa tomada la Ron en el libro de zedulas a 
ge re 1 U 100 
Mas nos hazemos cargo de mill y cien R* quen tres 
de otubre de dho a° metio en la R! Caja el Cap® 








marcos de almeyda por tantos que lo montaron (P. = 1U 300 
2.) onze piezas desclauos que dize lleua a la nueua 
espafia q se cobran en conformidad de la ynpusision 1 U 300 





quel dho sefior g°* Don Fran® Riafio y ganboa 
mando por su autto de questa tomada la Ron en el 
libro de zedulas a Ron de zien R* cada piessa 


desclauo diego arias maldonado don Juan de are- 
ERE Ee ee pee eee eee 1 U 100 
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Mas nos Hazemos cargo de mill y seiscientos R* 
quen dho dia tres de otubre de dho a° metio en la 
real Caja El cap" nicolas de Toralua por tantos 
que lo montaron diez y seis piezas desclauos que 
dize lleua a la nueua esp* que se cobran en con- 
formidad de la ynpusision q el dho sefior g°? mando 
por su auto de q esta tomada la ragon en el libro 
de zedulas a Ron de zien R* cada pieza diego arias 
maldonado Don Ju® de arechaga................ 
mas nos hazemos cargo de cien R* quen dho dia mes 
y afio dho metio en la real caja Juan gonzalez mon- 
tafiez por una esclaua que dize lleua a la nueua esp* 
que se cobran en conformidad de la ynpusision quel 
dho sefior g°* mando por su autto de q esta tomada 
la ragon en el libro de zedulas diego arias maldonado 
a ee 
mas nos hazemos cargo de mill y quatrocientos 
reales q en tres de otubre de mill y s°s y treynta 
y seis afios metio en la real caja el cap" marcos 
de almeyda por tantos que lo montaron catorce 
esclauos quel susodho enbia a la nueua esp* que se 
cobran en conformidad de la ynpusision quel dho 
sefior gouernador mando Por su autto de que esta 
tomada la ragon en el libro (F. 2.) de zedulas a 
Ragon de cien R* cada uno Diego Arias maldonado 
ge ee 
Mas nos hazemos cargo de cien R* quen cinco del 
dho metio en la real caja Tomas de armenteros por 
tantos que lo montaron vn esclauo quel susodho 
dize ynbia a la nueua espafia que se cobran en 
conformidad de la ynpusision quel dho sefior g°®’ 
mando por su autto questa tomada la Racon en el 
libro de zedulas diego arias maldonado Don Juan de 
Eg ee ee ee ee rere 
Mas nos hazemos cargo de zien reales quen seys 
de otubre de dho afio metio en la R! Caja miguel 
de recauaren por un negro quel susodho dize ynbia 
a la nueua espafia los quales se cobran en con- 
formidad de la ynpusision quel dho sefior g°? mando 
por su avto de q esta tomada la racgon en el libro 
de cedulas diego arias maldonado don Juan de 


Noha tka aea wails aan eneheen aan ee 
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1 U 600 


U 100 





4 U 100 





4 U 100 





1 U 400 


U 100 


U 100 
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Mas nos hazemos cargo de cien R* quen dho dia mes 
y afio dho metio en la real caja pedro yzquierdo 
por tantos que ynporto vn negro quel susodho dise 
lleva a la nueua espafia los cuales se cobran en 
uirtud de autto del Sefior gouernador de questa 
tomada la ragon En el libro de zedulas Diego arias 
maldonado Don Juan de arechaga............... 
Mas nos hazemos cargo de trezien- (P. 4.) tos reales 
quen siette de otubre de dho afio metio en la real 
caja Xptoual nufiez de cabrera escriuano de g°" 
por tres piessas desclauos negros quel susodho dize 
ynbia a la nueua espafia los cuales se cobran en 
uirtud de auto del sefior gouernador de questa 
tomada la Ragon en el libro de zedulas diego arias 
maldonado Don Juan de arechaga............... 
Mas nos hazemos cargo de zien R* quen dho dia mes 
y afio dho metio en la real caja El Tes® Juan de 
afiuez Por un negro quel susodho dize ynbia a la 
nueua espafia los quales se cobran en uirtud de 
autto del sefior g°* de questa tomada la racon en el 
libro de zedulas Diego arias maldonado Don Juan 
a Sb a weitere ain base 0 alee 
Mas nos asemos cargo de zien reales quen dho dia 
mes y afio dho metio en la real caja Fran’ Hidalgo 
por un esclauo quel susodho dize lleua a la nueua 
espafia los cuales se cobran en uirtud de auto del 
sefior g°™ de questa tomada la racon en el libro de 
zedulas diego arias maldonado Don Ju° de arechaga 
Mas nos acemos cargo de gceiscientos R* que en 
ocho de otubre de dho ajio metio en la R! Caja Her- 
nando perez Varetto por seys piessas desclauos 
Henbras quel susodho dize ynbia a la nueua espafia 
los quales se cobran en uirtud de auto del sefior 
g°™ de questa tomada la Ron en el libro (F. 3.) 
de zedulas diego arias maldonado don Juan de 
atk BE BOs gee ek Wd uw iia oa dec sa 
Mas nos asemos cargo de zien reales que en catorze 
de otubre de mill y s°s y treinta y seis afios metio 
en la real caja Seuastian de aguinasa por un negro 
quel susodho dize lleua a la nueua espafia digo a 
caracas los quales se cobran en uirtud de autto del 


U 100 


5 U 800 


= 5 U 800 


I 





U 300 


U 100 


U 100 





= 6 U 300 





6 U 300 





U 600 
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Sefior g°* de questa tomada la racon en el libro de 
zedulas diego arias maldonado Don Juan de are- 
SR ee Be ee eee er ee ee ees 
Mas nos hazemos cargo de zien R* que en quinze de 
otubre de dho afio metio en la real caja don Jose 
fedeualga de uelasco por un negro quel susodho 
dize lleua fuera deste puertto los quales se cobran 
en uirtud de autto del sefior gouernador de questa 
tomada la racgon en el libro de zedulas diego arias 
maldonado Don Juan de arechaga............... 
Mas nos azemos cargo de duzientos reales q en siette 
de hen? de mil y s°s y treinta y seis afios metio en la 
real caja pedro de cardenas por dos negros q Dize 
lleua a la nueua espafia los quales se cobran en 
uirtud de auto del Sefior gouernador diego arias 
maldonado Don Juan de arechaga............... 
Mas nos hazemos cargo de cien reales que en dho 
dia mes y afio metio en la real caja el Cap" Gas- 
par riueros por un negro que dize enbarca a la 
nueua espafia diego arias maldonado don Juan de 
nn ee ern ree ey Care eT ee ee ee 
mas nos azemos cargo de cien R* quen ocho de (P. 
6.) Henero de dho afio de mill y s°s y treinta y 
siette metio en la real caja el tess® Ju° de afuez 
por una negra quel susodho dize ynbia a la nueua 
espafia diego arias maldonado don Juan de are- 


Mas cien reales quen treze dias de dho mes y ajio 
metio en la real caja manuel marquez por un negro 
que dize enbarca a la nueua espafia diego arias 
maldonado don Juande arechaga................ 
mas quinientos Reales quen treinta de henero de 
mill y s°s y treinta y siete metio en la real caja 
Juan de castro por cinco piessas desclauos que dize 
Ileua a la nueua espafia diego arias maldonado Don 
cy rere 
mas ochosientos reales quen quatro de febrero de 
dho afio metio en la real caja Juan de castro vezino 
desta ciudad por quatro piezas digo por ocho piezas 
desclauos que dize enbarca a la nueua diego arias 
maldonado don Ju° de arechaga................. 
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U 100 


U 100 


U 200 


U 100 





7 U 400 





U 100 


U 100 


U 500 


U 800 
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mas dozientos reales quen dho dia mes y afio metio 
en la real caja don pedro del castillo por dos piezas 
desclauos que dize enbarca a la nueua espafia diego 
arias maldonado don Juan de arechaga.......... U 200 
Mas cien reales q en diez y nueue de febrero de 











dho afio metio en la R! caja el lizenciado don pedro = 9U 100 
de pedrosa Por un esclauo que dize enbarca a la 9 U 100 
nueua esp* (IF. 4.) Diego arias maldonado Don Juan 

tiv ga Pas ke KS atndnnw's Hea’ os U 100 


Mas setezientos R* quen diez y nueue de febrero 
digo de marco metio en la R! Caja dofia ana del 
R! por tres esclauas y quatro esclauos que dize 
enbarca a la nueua esp* diego arias maldonado don 
Nirah ies ae ety balk x um U 700 
mas cien R* quen veintidos de abrill de mill y s°s 
y treinta y siette afios metio en la R! Caja diego 
Ximenez de aceuedo por un esclauo que dijo lleuar 
ee 
diego arias maldonado don Juan de arechaga..... U 100 
mas cien R* quen ceis de mayo de mill y s°s y treinta 
y siette afios metio en la R! caja el contt®™ Gregorio 
de ualza por un esclauo quel sefior gouernador dize 





ynbia a la nueua espafia diego arias maldonado y U 100 
RP ee IP I gis sks ci owas revere 
que suma lo que a ynportado la dha ynpusicion = 10 U 100 





diez mill y cien reales como del dho libro pareze a 

que me Remitto y para que dello conste en uirtud de horden del 

sefor don Fran” de riafio y Ganboa cauallero del auito de Santiago 

g°™ y Cap" General por su mag® desta ysla de cuba di la presente 

en la hauana en treinta y uno de agostto de mill y s°s y trainta y 

Ns Sid ieNe ime ti eure ARC ROR NA AEN Koad eee ee eae es 
P° arias Mal*’? (Rubricado) 


(Hay una rtbrica) 


A. de I., 54-1-32. Doc. No. 1, 1/2 pliego incluyendo Doc. No. 1’. 
compuesto de 7 pliegos y No. L’., 8 pliegos. 


La Ciudad de la Habana 
sin fecha. 





<i ice 


———— 








| 
| 
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of 
M P° 8" 
1611 

La ciudad de la hauana. dice que ay de pres** en ella mas de 
cinco mil negros. y destos mucha cantidad de gimarrones huidos 
del serui® y subjecion de sus amos de tres quatro y seis afios a 
esta parte rouando y haciendo mui grandes dajios en la tierra: 
para cuyo remedio y de algun lebantami* como los que se an visto 
en otros lugares de las yndias hico la dha ciudad las ordenangas 
de que hace presentacgion por donde y por la ynfformagion que 
asimismo pres**. consta de lo dho mas part*™mente 

Supp” A V Als. se sirua de conffirmar las dhas ordenangas pues 
conui® tanto al serui® de Su Mag? quietud y seguridad de la dha 
ciudad que reciuira mrd. 


a 
el q° sin los ss* Vealo el s°* fiscal en m4. a catorze de 
Soler y es®® D. nobi® de 1611 a’s. / 
J° de cuiiga E] De". Salzedo de cuerva 
(Rubricado) 
(P. 2.) + 


—EI fiscal dice que estas hordenangas ha doce afios que se hicieron 
y no se a tratado asta aora de su confirmagion y aunq ha, vna 
informacion sumaria de la vtilidad no train parecer del gouernador 
q al pres*¢ es ni de la audiengia de santo domingo como hera necesario 
ni tanpoco consta de la precisa negesidad de hacer estos gastos 
contra negros cimarrones y ante parece traca para hacer este 
Repartimiento en los becinos para tener los Regidores dineros para 
consumillos en otros gastos no necesarios por lo qual contradice 
esta confirmacion y pise jus* y p* ello et* 
(Hay una rubrica) 

(F. 2. en blanco.) 
(P. 4.) + 
la ciu’ de la hauana 

Relat?'. ligen*® Salcedo 

(Hay una rubrica) 





(Doc. No. 1., 7 pliegos.) 
+ 
Yo luis perez costilla escriuano publico y del cauildo desta 
ciudad de san Xpobal de la hauana por el rrey nro sefior doy fee 
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y berdadero testimonio como en dos dias del mes de Junio del 
afio pasado de mill y quinientos y nouenta y nueue afios estando 
juntos en su cabildo y ayuntamiento segun que lo an de uso y 
costumbre en las casas del cauildo de esta ciudad conbiene a sauer 
don Joan maldonado barnuebo cavallero del auito de santiago g°' 
y capitan general desta ysla de cuba por el rrey nro sefior y el 
contador diego ochoa de la vega y los capitanes fran’ de aualos y 
fran® de rroxas rregidores y por ante mi el dho escriuano entre las 
demas cosas y acuerdo que en el dho cauildo se trato y asento en 
el libro del ay un capitulo del tenor sigt®....................... 
En este cabildo propuso el sefior gouernador Don Juan maldonado 
que su merced esta ynformado que en los terminos de las estancias 
corrales della y toda su jurisdigion de munchas personas demas de 
que tiene hecha muy (P. 2.) bastante ynformacion como andan 
muncha cantidad de negros y negras cimarrones los quales andan 
por los caminos corrales y estancias salteando y rrobando los 
ganados y labranzas de forma que por no rremediarse con tienpo 
puede suceder y a sucedido el notorio dafio que puede seguir a 
los que caminan por los caminos rreales seguros y descuydados y 
para que lo susodho se rremedie y ataxe antes que benga a suzeder 
mayores dafios en que se alzen otros que estan quietos en seruicio 
de sus amos y para que se rremedie lo susodho este cauildo prouean 
 PUOMOMEN IO GRP TARE CORVORGR. ..o..o5 50 oc cc ccc ccc cece cees 
E por la Justicia y rregimi‘® visto acordaron auiendolo conferiod 
y tratado vnanimes y conformes dixeron que para que se rremedie 
lo propuesto por su merced el dho gouernador es menester que 
ayan quadrilleros e personas suficientes para que busquen rrancheen 
y prendan los dhos negros es nescesario muncha cantidad de dinero 
para pagalles (F. 2.) su trabaxo y que con muncha puntualidad lo 
hagan y para q por falta dellos no se dexe de rremediar lo susodho 
acordaron que se haga una caxa de tres llaues donde se rrecoxa y 
tenga dineros para el dho Efeto y para que los aya se junten a 
cauildo auierto todos los vezinos de esta ciudad para que de los 
esclauos que tienen bean lo que an de dar por cada piesca para la 
busca y paga de los cuadrilleros y para que si se ajustigiare alguno 
se pague a el sefior del lo que dos personas tasaren como se 
acostunbra en la ciudad de santo domingo y cartagena y para ello 
ER 
despues de lo qual pareze que en seis dias del mes de Junio del 
dho afio se juntaron a cauildo auierto en las casas y audiencia 
del licencgiado rronquillo tiniente general a canpana tafiida segun 
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que para semexante cauildo lo tienen de uso y costunbre conbiene 
a sauer El] dho Don Joan maldonado gouernador y capitan general 
desta ysla de cuba por el rrey nro sefior y el licengiado rronquillo 
su tiniente general y los capitanes francisco (P. 4.) de aualos y 
francisco de rroxas y baltasar de rroxas y el tesorero marcos de 
balera arces y por ante mi el dho escriuano abiendo bisto y leido 
de berbo ad berbum los acuerdos fechos por el cauildo Justicia y 
rregimi®® acerca de la horden y forma q a de auer en la busca y 
castigo y rreducion de los esclauos a ei seruicio de sus amos y 
auiendolo oydo y entendido por munchos vezinos que abaxo yran 
declarados que presentes estauan dieron sus botos y pareceres En 
Cn Se en et eee eee eT PT ey eee eee eee 
En este cauildo dio su parecer Xpobal de soto vezino desta ciudad 
que se conforma con el parezer de los rregidores................. 
Antonio rrecio dio su parezer de la forma que Xpobal de soto. .... 
fran’? del poyo ballexo dio su parezer como Jos de arriba......... 
Antonio gonzalez dio su parezer como los de arriba.............. 
teniendose la horden que se tiene en otros lugares gerca de lo 
I issn ih ee a hE hs ok i eh nk RS 
Joan garcia carpintero se conforma con los de arriba............. 
Joan de ofiate se conforma con el parezer de los rregidores........ 
Jines de orta yuste dio su pare- (F. 3.) cer como el de arriba...... 
hernan rrodriguez tauares se conformo con lo acordado por la 
AS I sits iia nA eS ENGLER ANE OR RS 
Diego hernandez de luna se conformo con los rregidores.......... 
Luis de salas rrespondio lo mismo que los de arriba.............. 
fran’ gonzalez tauares conformo con el parezer de los rregido- 


anrrique mendez de norona aprobo el parezer de los rregidores. . . . 
Antonio de matos aprobo el parezer de los rregidores........ 
alonso gonzalez se conformo con los parezeres de arriba.......... 
Joan solis manibardo se conformo con los demas............-+++ 
Alonso de guido se conformo con los parezeres de arriba.......... 
sebastian de bibas aprouo los parezeres de los rregidores......... : 
Martin de morales aprobo lo propuesto por el gouernador........ 
sebastian martin se conformo con los de arriba................+. 
fran®? nufiez dio su parezer como los de arriba............. 

Joan de aguilar se conformo con los parezeres de arriba.......... 
Sebastian garcia dio su parezer en conformidad de los de arriba.... 
francisco lopez piloto se conformo con los demas................ 
(P. 6.) Rodrigo de naruaez se conformo con los demas.......... 
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Anton martin aprobo lo propuesto por el cauildo................ 
albaro hernandez se conformo con los de arriba................. 
Jorge fez se conformo con los de arriba...................0.005. 
rrui fernandez aprobo lo puesto por los rregidores............ 
silbestre morta alguazil mayor se conformo con los demas...... 
fran® hernandez aprouo lo propuesto..................0ceeeeee 
Joan de la rrosa se arrimo al parezer de los de arriba............. 
Melchior casas aprouo lo propuesto por la Justigia............... 
Joan balenciano se arrimo a los demas parezeres........... 
pedro de acosta aprobo lo propuesto por el rregimiento........... 
rrafael de acosta aprobo lo propuesto por los rregidores.......... 
gaspar hernandez dio su parezer como los demas................ 
Luis hernandez como los demas vezinos.................0.0000% 
gaspar de los rreyes aprobo lo propuesto por los rregidores........ 
Diego lopez morejon aprobo y se conformo con lo acordado y 
EI age PEN OES OP ee a ee ee 
Domingo lopez lo propuesto por el rregimiento y vecinos......... 
(F. 4.) Rodrigo sanchez se conformo con los de arriba.......... 
pedro mufioz se conformo con los de arriba. ..................5. 
Diego de rreyna aprobo lo propuesto por el rregimiento.......... 
Joan de salamanca dio su parecer como los demas............... 
Julian hernandez dio su parezer como los demas................. 
Joan vautista de borroto como los demas....................00. 
Xacome de lugo como lo propuestO............ 0... eee eee ee 
hernando de espinal se conformo con los de arriba............... 
Ee ee 
Diego aluarez se conformo con los demas vezinos................ 
Sebastian salgado rrespondio q dara su parezer por memoria...... 
Sebastian hernandez pacheco rrespondio que aya caxa pero que no 
sean de dineros de esclauos que tengan los vezinos............... 
andres rrodriguez se conformo con el parezer de los rregidores..... 
El] lic*® pedro marin aprobo lo de arriba..................000005 
Joan rramallo que no tiene esclauo y que tiniendolos y huyendose 
ny te ee 
fran® nicolas se conformo con el parezer de los rregidores y demas 
Nr ar i re i eT oh ie eee Whew aad e eee RR HS 
(P. 8.) Por la Justicia y rregimiento bisto los parezeres de los 
vezinos de esta ciudad y que la mayor parte dellos se conformaron 
con lo propuesto y acordado en el cauildo que se hizo en dos deste 
presente mes E para que todo aya E tenga en si cunplido Efeto 
nonbraban y nonbraron por comisarios para la horden y forma que 
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a de auer en la dha caxa y dinero della y lo que cada vezino a de dar 
por cada uno de sus esclauos y lo demas que se acostunbra acerca 
de lo tratado en otras partes a el contador diego ochoa de la uega 
y a el capitan gomez de rroxas manrrique a los quales dieron comision 
En forma para lo susodho quanto de derecho se rrequiere y estando 
presentes azetaron el dho nonbrami®................ 000.0 e eee 
despues de lo qual pareze que despues de auer hecho el dho cauildo 
auierto y nonbrado los dhos comisarios para la horden y forma que 
a de tener para buscar los dhos negros en veinte y quatro dias del 
mes de Junio del dho afio estando juntos en su cauildo e ayunta- 
miento segun que lo an de uso y costunbre conbiene a sauer el dho 
gouernador don Ju° Maldonado y el contador Diego (F. 5.) ochoa 
de la uega y el tesorero marcos de balera y los capitanes francisco 
de aualos y fran’ de rroxas y baltasar de rroxas rregidores y por 
ante mi el dho escriuano parecio presente el lic’? bartolome de 
cardenas procurador general que a la sazon era E presento vna 
I Cine a i i cK head eRe: 
El licenciado bartolome de cardenas procurador general y personero 
en boz y en nonbre de los pobres y vezinos de esta ciudad de la 
hauana como mexor aya lugar de derecho digo que por V SS* fue 
mandado que vbiese en esta ciudad horden y capitulacion de los 
negros cautibos que vbiese con ciertos cargos para ebitar munchos 
dafios que cada dia suzeden asi contra los pobres como contra los 
demas nonbre para quietud y conseruacion de que los esclauos 
asistan y siruan a sus amos y se rremedie la malicia y maldad de 
zimarrones para lo qual V ss* nombro ciertas personas para que 
diesen y hordenasen las constituciones que mas bien a el propio del 
comun fuesen y las personas que para ello fueron nombradas se an 
descuidado (P. 10.) En acudir a las obligaciones a que estauan 
obligados en la dha rrazon y los vezinos desta ciudad claman 
sobrello y piden se efetue por ser cosa tan util y de tanto prouecho 
ic a hh ach KERR Ai bes Gn He a 
por lo qual a V ss* pido y suplico mande se notifique a los comisarios 
y personas que por V Ss* estan nonbrados para el dho efeto dentro 
de un brebe termino hagan y cunplan lo que por V SS* les fue 
mandado porque V SS* prouea lo que sea justicia la qual pido Ett* 
E] Licenciado bartolome de cardenas................02ceeeeees 
E bisto por su sefioria Justicia y rregimi® proueyeron que se tratara 
sobre lo contenido en esta peticion el martes que biene que se 
juntaran a cabildo para el dho Efeto y asi lo mandaron y firmaron 
en el libro luis perez costilla escriuano del cauildo............... 
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despues de lo qual parece por el dho libro de cabildo que en diez 
y siete dias del mes de Jullio de mill y seiscientos a°s estando juntos 
en su cabildo y ayuntamiento conbiene a sauer el dho don Joan 
maldonado gouernador y capitan general desta ysla y el contador 
(F. 6.) diego ochoa de la uega y el tesorero ~.2..cos de balera arces 
y los capitanes francisco de aualos y francisco de rroxas baltasar 
de rroxas y Joan perez rregidores y con asistencia de diego de soto 
procurador general desta ciudad y por ante mi el dno escriuano el 
dho diego ochoa de la uega rregidor y el cap*" gomez de rroxas 
manrrique comisarios para la horden y forma que a de auer en lo 
tocante a los esclauos y hordenanzas y capitulaciones que sobre 
ello se an de hazer E las presentaron firmadas de sus nonbres que 
su tenor de las quales es como se sigue. .................0-0000- 

En la ciudad de la hauana en catorze dias del 
hordenanzas mes de Jullio afio de mill y seiscientos afios el 
a eee cauildo Justicia y rregimi® desta ciudad por 
comision que a dias dio a nos el capitan gomez de rrojas manrrique 
vezino desta ciudad y a diego ochoa de la uega contador de la 
rreal hazienda sobre y en rrazon de el rremedio que se a de tener 
para el rreparo de los negros que de vezinos desta ciudad se ban a 
el monte (P. 12.) y se hazen zimarrones para que en su rremedio 
hiziesemos las ordenanzas que conbenian para su rreparo y auiendolo 
consultado con personas de espirengia las hazemos en la forma y 


a ne i a aati nw Card aneee wy & 
Primeramente porque algunos dias a esta 


I parte andan huidos algunos negros hazien- 
que aya libroen- _—_ dose zimarrones E hazen muncho dajfio En los 
cuadernado..... contornos y terminos desta ciudad y es de 


manera que yendo en crezimiento benga en muncho dajfio ansi en 
el particular de sus amos como en el general desta rrepublica y 
sino se pusiese rremedio en ello podria uenir tienpo que quando se 
quisiese rremediar no pudiese ya que se rremedie con muncho dajio 
dificultad y gasto como lo auemos bisto en nros tienpos en las 
provincias de tierra firme Santo Domingo y otras partes para el 
qual rremedio es cosa muy conveniente y nescesaria aya una caxa 
de tres llaues adonde se ponga y este de manifie;:te el dinero que se 
juntare de lo que cada (F. 7.) vno contribiere para el dho Efeto y 
que estas tengan la una vn alcalde hordinario y la otra vn bezino 
lego llano y abonado desta ciudad y la otra el procurador della a 
los quales se les a de hazer cargo del dinero que entrare en la dha 
caxa por ante el escriuano del cauildo en un libro enquadernado que 
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para el mesmo Efeto a de auer en que se asiente el dho cargo y 
data que vbiere de el dinero que se fuere gastando que se entiende a 
de ser solo para buscar los negros ¢imarrones que andubieren huidos 
de sus amos sin que por ningun suzeso ni caso tras hordinario 
que se ofrezca se pueda tocar a este dinero ni gastarlo en otra 


yten que todo el dinero que se gastare 


2 y sacare de la dha caxa para el dho 
q se haga lib* de lo Efeto aya de ser por libranza del ca- 
q se librare uildo de esta giu’ y no de otra mane- 
sah gules aoa ncn EN re eae ee ee 

3 yten que para linpiar la tierra de los 
q nonbren cap*" y 4 dhos negros zimarrones y prender los que 
quadrilleros— andubieren huidos se nonbre desde lue- 


Masennnenaenenees go vn capitan y quatro rrancheadores 
las perso- (P. 17.) nas aproposito que para este Efeto se pudieren 
allar a los quales se les de por salario hurdinario ducientos ducados 
los ciento a el capitan y veinte y cinco a cada uno de los quatro 
rrancheadores a el afio los quales esten obligados a hazer salidas 
hurdinarias por todos los hatos corrales y estancias particularm* 
las vezes que qualquiera vezino de lugar acudiere a ellos auisandoles 
que se le a huido algun negro 0 negra................02 ee eee 
4 yten lo que toca a el castigo de los dhos 

q los negros q se pren- negros que prendieren la horden a de 
dieren entren en la car- ser que todos entren en la carzel desta 
zel donde sean castiga- ciudad donde sumariamente y sin hazer 
dos costas la Justicia auerigue que el tal 
Ee TT negro esta ausente y siendo de pocos 
dias y la primera uez se le den cinquenta azotes en la carzel y se 
entregue a su duefio pagando carcelaxe y uerdugo que la costa 
de_prenderle a de salir de la caxa por la segunda vez se le an de 
dar ducientos azotes por las calles publicas y conpelerle a su amo 
a que le enbie a uender fuera de la tierra y a el que se aueriguare 
ser caueza de (F. 8.) quadrilla y traer armas consigo flechas y arcos 
se condenara ahorcar y se executara la sentencia y tasandose lo que 
justamente baliere el dho negro se pagara a su amo las dos terzias 
partes de la dha caxa y porque podria 

V ser que poniendose los tales negros cima- 

q se defendieren rrones En defensa fuese forzoso herir o 
Lihigk eek uunaaxe matar alguno de ellos se le a de dar 
facultad p* ello a el dho capitan o cuadrilleros en los mandamientos 
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q para ello llebaren y si sucediere que se matare alguno o algunos 
sea obligada la caxa a pagar el tal esclauo por la tasacion segun se 
declara en el capitulo quarto destas hordenanzas................ 


VI para las costas que se an de ofrezer en 
q de cada negro se allanar la tierra y buscar los dhos negros 
pague 12 R*’s y 8 de cimarrones y pagar a los duefios de 
cada negra........ los que se aorcaren el balor dellos es 


nescesario que todos los vez°*. de la 

ciudad ayuden en esta manera, que de todos los negros y negras que 
de presente tienen, paguen de cada negro doce rreales y por cada 
negra ocho esto se a de entender de ocho ajfios arriba y de cinquenta 
para auaxo el qual dinero (P. 16.) se a de meter luego en el arca 
de tres llaues = ase de entender que las crias que adelante vbiere 
de todos los negros que adelante se pagare no se a de pagar nada 
mas que de todos los negros que fueren biniendo de fuera y se 
conpraren en esta ciudad los que asi los conpraren ayan de pagar 
para la dha caxa doce rreales por cada negro y ocho por cada 
Ee Ree a Cis CaP CUS «non Meek ace Kass a awed 
VII y porque la costa a de ser grande y podria ser que el 
dinero que para esto se rrecoge no bastase convendra que 

a los vezinos desta ciudad que se aueriguare que tiene en su serui¢io 
en sus hatos y corrales negros agenos demas de las condenagiones 
que se hizieren para los duefios de los negros sean condenados en 
v** y cinco ducados para la dha caxa............... cece cece ewes 
VIII y aunque es capitulo de hordenanza que aya zepo en 
todos los corrales hatos y estancias porque esto no se 

guarda con la puntualidad que se rrequiere que se pregone publi- 
camente que benga a noticia de todos que los tengan cada uno 
en sus haziendas con llaues pena de veinte ducados aplicados la 
mitad para la caxa (F. 9.) de las tres llaues E la mitad p* el denuncia- 
dor no siendo quadrillero ni capitan y la otra mitad para el Capitan 
y quatro quadrilleros se rreparta entre ellos llebando la mitad de 
los dhos diez ducados, el capitan y los otros rrepartidos entre los 
EE teem Cae a Sb ee tee OWN Kee eK 
9 y porque podria sucgeder que los cargadores de negros que 
bengan a esta ciudad se les ausenten algunos negros de los 

que traxeren se hordena que cada negro que el capitan y rran- 
cheadores traxeren paguen por el trauaxo de traellos conforme a 
la hordenanza de las partes donde los tragere la mitad para la 
caxa de las tres llaues y la otra mitad para capitan y rrancheadores 
y ademas de los dho pague a la dha caxa de cada negro baron, doze 
ee Or We UU OID, . oo ccc ccc reseaecsenass 
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10 y para seguridad del dinero que entrare en la caxa de las 

tres llaues de que an de tener la una, el alcalde hordinario 
y la otra el procurador general la otra vn vezino abonado en cuya 
casa a de estar, la dha caxa se nonbra, para que tenga la (P. 18.) 
dha caxa con su llaue a sebastian frz. pacheco vezino desta ciudad 
persona, llana y abonada para que la tenga y no pague libranza, 
alguna, sin que tenga los rrequisitos contenidos en estas hordenanzas, 
para lo qual se le a de dar vn traslado dellas para que las tenga, 
para que conforme a ellas haga la dha paga, y otro traslado de las 
dhas hordenanzas, este en la dha caxa de las tres llaues y otro el 
I isi othe CWO Renae 4s 
11 y porque en munchas estancias hatos y corrales del termino 

desta ciudad, se suelen encubrir y rrezetar esclauos, 
sirbiendose dellos, y defraudando el seruicio a el amo del dho 
esclauo se hordena que ningun sefior de estancia bato ni corral 
les encubran, ni rrezeten, esclauo ni esclaua con pena del ynteres 
de la parte y jornales y mas veinte ducados y se entienda asimismo 
con los mayorales y gente libre que tubiere a su cargo las dhas 
A, 6 OUI NN ol 6 hes Ch sa Laws i 
12 yten que qualquier vecino que le faltare negro o negra de 

su seruicio dentro (F. 10.) de ocho dias primeros siguientes 
lo uenga a manifestar ante el gouernador o su teniente o alcaldes 
hordinarios con el escriuano de cabildo para que se busque y si el 
tal vezino no lo manifestare dentro del dho tienpo y los rran- 
cheadores le prendieren pague seis ducados mitad para la caxa y 
mitad p* el capitan y rrancheadores..............cccccccsceves 
13. y porque podria suzeder los dhos quadrilleros y rranchea- 

dores dilatase en la busca de los dhos negros, gimarrones 
huidos o no hiziesen las diligencias con el cuydado que son obligados 
por gozar del dho salario por qualquiera manera que esto se entienda 
y auerigue sean condenados los dhos quadrilleros y rrancheadores 
en veinte ducados para la caxa de las tres llaues y ansimismo sean 
obligados, el dho capitan y rrancheadores an de tener perro cada uno 
dellos, para descubrir y alcanzar a los dhos negros gimarrones.... . 
y para que con mas justificacion se haga la dha justicia en los 
tales negros, y no puedan alegar ynorancia (P. 20.) en el castigo 
de su fuga, el sefior gouernador como caueza desta ysla, y gouierno 
della, mande echar vn bando en que se les de auiso de lo ordenado 
para que dentro del termino que a su merced le pareziere bengan a 
el seruicio y ouidengia de sus amos con aper¢gebimiento que el dho 
termino pasado se procedera contra ellos conforme a las dhas 
hordenanzas, E capitulos dellas............... 0. cece eee eeeees 
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Esto es lo que nos pareze, que conuiene se aga para que los negros 
cimarrones, vengan a rreduzirse debaxo del parecer de V SS* sobre 
todo fecho en la hauana a diez y siete de Jullio del afio de mill y 
seiscientos Diego ochoa de la uega / gomez de rroxas manrrique.... 
E bistas E leydas de berbun ad berbun como en ellas se contiene 
en el dho cauildo estando todos vnanimes y conformes, acordaron 
y confirieron el acuerdo del tenor sigt®.................0.0ce eee 

En este cauildo se bieron y leyeron de berbo ad 
acuerdo berbun como en ella se contiene las hordenanzas 
ore fechas por el contador diego ochoa de la uega y el 
(F. 11.) capitan gomez de rroxas comisarios azerca de los negros 
que andan huidos y del rremedio que se a de poner en ataxar los 
yneonvinientes que de no rremediarse pueden seguir auiendolo 
uisto tratado y conferido por la Justicia y rregimiento sobre lo 
contenido en las dhas hordenanzas vnanimes y conformes dixeron 
que las aprobaban E aprouaron por bastantes y bien fechas y 
capituladas E para que ayan E tengan cunplido Efeto adelante 
acordaron E mandaron que se lleuen E enbien a el rreal consejo 
de yndias para que su magestad del rrey nro sefior se sirua de 
mandallas confirmar atento a el bien comun de esta rrepublica 
y en el ynterin que biene la dha confirmacion se cunplan, guarden 
y executen, las dhas hordenangas segun y como en ella se contiene 
y en su cunplimiento se pregonen publicamente las dhas hordenanzas 
en las esquinas de las calles publicas desta ciudad para que uenga 
a noticia de todos e pregonado se les da de termino a los dhos 
vezinos para que manifesten los dhos sus esclauos y esclauas todo 
el mes de agosto venidero E para (P. 22.) la paga de lo que cada 
vecino a de dar de cada uno de sus esclauos se le da de termino dos 
meses que corren desde la publicacion de las dhas ordenanzas y asi 
ral a OE aac Mle ath ei Mle NS Aiwa 440-8 
Ansimismo se acordo que se eche un pregon general que todos los 
negros y negras que andan huidos del seruicio de sus amos se uengan 
a presentar a el seruicio dellos o ante el sefior gouernador en todo 
este mes de Jullio donde no el termino pasado se executara en ellos 
el tenor y forma de las dhas ordenanzas que hablan en este caso y 
que presentados por esta uez se les haze perdon de la culpa que 
tubieren y que se le aperziue y manda a los dhos sus amos no les 
i a 6 te enn a adic ww Wile 08.0 
En cunplimiento de lo qual en veinte y dos dias del mes de Jullio 
de mill y seiscientos afios por boz de anton de arenas pregonero 
publico desta ciudad En la plaza publica y esquinas della con caxas 





———— 








| 
| 
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de guerra fueron apregonadas las dhas hordenanzas de berbo ad 
berbun como en ellas se contiene estando presentes munchos vez°* 
(F. 12.) desta ciudad testigos Venito luis y Juan de sepulueda y 
diego aluarez estantes en esta Gludad.............. eee eee eee 
Segun por el dho libro de cauildo y acuerdos del pareze y por las 
dhas hordenanzas a que me rrefiero de mandamiento del dho 
cauildo hize sacar y saque las dhas hordenanzas en la hauana en 
veinte y cinco dias del mes de otubre de mill y seiscientos afios = por 
ende fize mi signo en testimonio de uerdad luis perez costilla 
I I III i555 eS ic BEd ees eds ce ds 
ffo y sacado corregido y consertado ffue este trelado de las 
hordenanssas orijinales que parese pasaron ante luis perez cost® 
escriuano de cabildo que fue sta dha ciudad segun que por ellas 
paresse a que me rrefiero y de mandami*® de la Just* y rrejimiento 
desta ciu? de la hau® di el presente en esta ciu4 de la hau* en sinco 
de abrill de mill y seissientos y nuebe afios siendo t°s que lo bieron 
corregir pedro crespo y fr°° de santamaria..................000. 
Yo gaspar perez de borroto escriuano del Rey nro sefior y del 
cauildo y concejo de esta ciudad de Sant Xpoual de la hauana lo 
fize escriuir y sacar segund dho es E por ende fize aqui mio signo 


Ce PTT TT eet eT Pee eT OTe Te ORS TT TTC Cee eS 
(Hay un signo) En testimo® de verdad 
Gaspar pz de borroto 
scriuano de Cab°® 
(Rubricado) 
(P. 24, F. 13, P. 26, F. 14, en blanco.) 
(P. 28.) + 


Treslado de las ordenangas q se hizieron sobre los negros ¢imarrones 





(Doe. No. 1°., 8 pliegos.) 
+ 1609 corregido 

(Hay una ribrica) 
En la ciudad de san Xpobal de la hauana que es en esta ysla de 
cuba de las yndias del mar oceano en nueue dias del mes de marzo 
de mill y seiscientos y nueue ajios ante el sefior don gaspar rruiz 
de pereda cauallero del auito de santiago gouernador y cap” 
general desta dha ysla de cuba por el rrey nro sefior y en presencia 
de mi gaspar perez de borroto escriuano de su magestad y del 
cauildo y conzejo desta dha ¢iudad y testigos yuso escriptos parecio 
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presente el alferez p° de ofiate procurador general desta dha ciudad 
y presento vna peticgion y juntamente con ella vn ynterrogatorio de 
preguntas que vno en pos de otro es este que se sigue............ 
El alferez pedro de ofiate procurador general desta ciudad digo 
que de muncho tienpo a esta parte ay muy de hordinario en ella 
y su distrito munchos negros simarrones huidos del seruicgio y 
sujecion de sus amos y munchos dellos de mas de tres y quatro 
y seis afios a esta parte teniendo en los montes y brefias ynabitables 
(P. 2.) y escusadas sus rranchos rrecogiendo en ellos otros munchos 
que se huyen cada dia ynsilandoles y persuadiendoles para ello 
de adonde salen a rrobar los hatos y corrales y estancias para 
sustentarse y a los caminos a quitar las comidas que lleuauan de 
esta ciudad otros negros a las haziendas de sus amos y a Ilebarse 
las negras que salen fuera desta ciudad con tanta desberguenza que 
hasta los exidos que estan en contorno de la poblacgion desta ciudad 
salen a cometer semejantes delitos y de no castigarse con castigo 
exenplar bendra a rresultar algun lebantamiento como a susedido 
en otras partes de estas yndias y porque quando prenden algunos 
negros simarrones sus amos se aprouechan de una hordenanza que 
se hizo luego que esta ciudad se comenzo a fundar en tienpo que no 
auia cinquenta vezinos ni veinte negros la qual no tiene condenacion 
corporal y de presente ay mas de ochocientos vezinos y mas de 
cinco mill negros lo qual es causa de que se acreciente el rrigor del 
castigo para siguridad y quietud de los vezinos de (F. 2.) lo qual es 
forzoso darse quenta a su magestad y para ello es nescesario ynfor- 
mar con ynformagion de todo ello atento a lo qual............... 
A V md. pido y suplico mande rreziuirme la ynformacgion que 
ofrezco y dada en la parte que baste della me mande dar los traslados 
que sean nescesarios ynterponiendo en ellos su auturidad y judicial 
decreto y dar su parezer a el pie della de lo que mas conbendra a 
el seruigio de su mag‘ y bien desta rrepublica y que los testigos 
que presentaren se exsaminen por este ynterrogatorio que presento 
y pido justicia y costas Ett* pedro de ofiate el ligengiado Juan gil 


por estas preguntas se exsaminen los testigos que se presentaren 
por parte de el alferez pedro de ofiate procurador general desta 
ciudad En la ynformagion que se a ofrezido a dar cerca de los negros 
simarrones para dar quenta a su magestad de sus delitos......... 
1 Si sauen que en el termino y (P. 4.) Juridigion desta giudad 

y en toda esta ysla andan de hordinario de muncho tienpo 
a esta parte muncha cantidad de esclabos simarrones fugitibos 
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ausentes de el seruigio de sus amos munchos de los quales a mas 
de tres quatro y seis afios que no parezen ni pueden ser auidos 
y aunque suelen salir rrancheadores a buscarlos no los pueden 
hallar por ser la tierra tan montuosa y estar metidos en brefias y 
arcabucos espesos adonde no se puede entrar por ningun caso sino 
es azertando con las veredas zerradas que los dhos negros tienen 
Ny 600 cnn nc ane aaa esier as ats 
2 Si sauen que los dhos negros simarrones salen de noche a 

rrobar los hatos corrales y estancias desta ciudad y de dia 
a quitar las comidas a los negros que las lleban a las haziendas 
de sus amos y hasta los exidos desta ciudad a llebarse por fuerza 
y contra su boluntad a las negras que hallan y matan para 
sustentarse los ganados mayores y de zerda y destruyen los may- 
sales y platanales yuca y los demas mantenimientos para llebar 
(F. 3.) a sus rranchos sin que sea pusible defenderselo por andar 
como andan con puntas y dexarretaderas y armas ofensibas y 
algunos con flechas y arcos de forma que se rresisten y defienden 
de los rrancheadores quando los hallan y munchas vezes an herido 
a los dhos rrancheadores porque los quieren prender poniendose en 
arma contra ellos hasta obligarles a matarlos por rrestarurar sus 
ee Le aiitiastaeiid ean Si adwesceue deeeeee cas 
3 Si sauen que los dhos negros alzados y simarrones 

salen a las ystangias y corrales y hatos a enquietar y 
lleuarse consigo a los esclauos que estan en seruigio de sus amos y 
los traen consigo alzados y lebantados de forma que suele auer 
munchas vezes mas de cien esclabos huydos y dello podria rresultar 
tanta copia que biniesen a lebantarse como lo an hecho en otras 
partes y pretender saltear la ciudad y matar la gente della por ser 
como son enemigos decla- (P. 6.) rados de los espafioles digan 


4 Si sauen que a el tienpo que se hordeno la hordenanza 

desta ciudad En rrazon de los negros simarrones no auia en 
ella cinquenta vecinos ni veinte negros y el dia de oy ay mas de 
ochogientos vezinos y mas de cinco mill negros y si se prende algun 
negro simarron los amos salen a le defender y piden que no se a 
de condenar en pena alguna que exseda de la de la hordenanza la 
qual es pecuniaria y muy lebe para el rriesgo que de presente se 
corre por la muncha cantidad de esclabos simarrones con que cobran 
animo para huyrse luego que los sueltan digan Ett*...... sais 
5 Si sauen que para la quietud y seguridad de esta tierra es 

nescesario y forzoso castigarse con rrigor y exenplo los 
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negros simarrones y aumentar el rrigor de la hordenanza que tiene 
esta ciudad y de no se hazer se podria temer algun alzamiento como 
lo a auido en otras partes y de presente lo ay en la nueba espafia 


2 Pe ae hak Gy bbe asa ¥ 0k bw bee wees dee 
(F. 4.) Yten de publica boz y fama publico y notorio Ett* el 
6 TET ETT TT reer rere 
Auto E bista por su merced esta peticgion E ynterrogatorio 


ncanks dixo que la auia y ovo por presentado y mando que por 
el se esaminen los testigos que el dho alferez pedro de ofiate pro- 
curador presentare y porque su mested esta ocupado en sosas del 
seruigio de su mag? cometia y cometio el juram* y esamen de 
los testigos a mi el dho escriuano y hecha la dha ynformacion 
mando se le de traslado dos o mas auturizados En publica forma 
a los quales y a cada uno de ellos dixo que ynterponia E ynterpuso 
su auturidad y judicial decreto y lo firmo de su nonbre don gaspar 
rruiz de pereda / ante mi gaspar p°z de borroto escriuano......... 
T° En la ciudad de la hauana en nueue dias del mes de marzo 

de mill y seiscientos y nueue afios el dho alferez pedro 
de ofiate procurador general p* (P. 8.) la dha ynformagion presento 
por t° a el capitan don rrafael saez vezino desta ciudad del qual 
fue rreziuido juramento En forma de derecho y prometio dezir 
verdad y siendo preguntado por las preguntas del ynterrogatorio 
idan s baie kya bade «whet WERK Ae we 
1 A la primera pregunta dixo que este t°® tiene noticia de 

esta cludad de mas de veinte afios a esta parte que en 
ella a rresidido y en este tienpo a bisto que de hordinario andan 
munchos negros fuxetibos huidos de sus amos los quales andan 
por los montes y alcabucos del termino de esta ciudad sin que los 
puedan prender aunque los ban a buscar por causa de ser los montes 
tan espesos y zerrados y estar metidos los dhos negros en partes 
muy escondidas sino es que de uentura se aziertan a hallar los 
rranchos donde estan escondidos y este t° saue que ay negros de 
vezinos desta ciudad que a mas de seis afios que anda huydo y 
hasta agora no a podido ser auido y esto rresponde.............. 
2 a la segunda pregunta (IF. 5.) dixo que este t° saue que los 

dhos negros que andan huydos suelen salir a los caminos a 
rrobar a los que por ellos pasan la rropa y comida que Ileban para 
su bestir y sustento y se a uisto venir a esta ciudad gente rrobada 
de los dhos negros y en las ystangias y corrales del termino de esta 
ciudad Entran a rrobar lo que hallan y matan los ganados de los 
corrales para sustentarse y hazer otros munchos dafios e ynconbini- 
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entes sin poderse rremediar por causa de andar en cuadrillas con 
armas con que se defienden y a sucedido matar algunos espajioles 
que se an puesto a querellos prender y esto rresponde............ 
3 a la terzera pregunta dixo que este t° saue que los dhos 

negros alzados que andan fuxetibos suelen yr a los corrales 
y estancias del termino desta giudad E yndusir a los esclauos que 
en ellas estan a que se huyan y bayan con ellos a hazelles conpafiia 
y los an llebado consigo (P. 10.) y desta forma se ban juntando y 
haziendo cuadrilla de negros simarrones de muncha cantidad y 
acometen a hazer munchos delitos y esto rresponde.............. 
4 a la quarta pregunta dixo que este t° a oydo dezir y es 

muy publico que en el tienpo que se hizieron las hordenan- 
zas desta ciudad auia muy pocos vezinos en ella y de poco tienpo 
a esta parte se an ydo aumentando ansi en vezinos como en negros 
de tal manera que el dia de oy ay mas de ochogientos vezinos en 
esta ciudad y mas de zinco mill negros y negras y si algun negro 
se prende y se quiere castigar sus amos los defienden diziendo que 
no an de ser condenados en penas corporales mas de tan solamente 
En las pecunarias que la hordenanza dispone por cuya causa no se 
castigan y desto rresulta tomar animo para huirse y cometer 
munchos delitos y esto rresponde................00ceeeeececees 
5 a la quinta Pregunta dixo que a este t° le pareze (F. 6.) 

seria cosa muy justa y nesesaria para la quietud desta 
ciudad que los tales negros simarrones se castiguen con muncho 
rrigor en penas corporales para que a otros sea exenplo y la giudad 
estaria muy quieta y los esclabos no se atreueran a huir tan de 
hordinario como lo hazen y aunque este t° tiene esclabos tendra 
por bien se castigasen porque asi conuiene para el bien de la 
rrepublica y esto rresponde y es la uerdad para el juramento que 
tiene fecho y que es de hedad de cinquenta afios y que no le tocan 
las generales y lo firmo don rrafael saez ante mi gaspar perez de 
I CIN ss cin eneiset edgy: cnaceseenpeadiharstaees 
T° En la ciudad de la hauana en el dho dia mes y afio dho 

para la dha ynformagion el dho procurador general 
presento por t° a Joan fernandez de barreda mayordomo de los 
propios y rrentas desta giudad del qual fue tomado y rreziuido 
juramento En forma de derecho sobre la se- (P. 12.) fial de la cruzt 
y prometio de dezir uerdad y siendole preguntado por las preguntas 
del ynterrogatoric dime bo Gig!? ie. 6ioics occ ccesccs cess cowweewe ces 
1 a la primera pregunta dixo que este t° saue y sienpre a 

oydo dezir que en los montes y malezas desta ysla sienpre 











90 JOURNAL OF Necro History 


dende que auita en esta ciudad a oydo dezir que se conseruan y 
sienpre ay negros y negras alzadas algunos de los quales suelen 
estar ausentes del seruicio de sus amos mas tienpo de quatro v 
seis afios y que de las mismas partes donde tienen su rrezetaculo 
v guarida salen a hazer y hazen munchos dajios ansi en los corrales 
de ganado Menor como en las ystancias e yngenios de azucar donde 
rreciuen notable dafio los sefiores de las dhas haziendas y esto cada 
dia ba en mayor aumento pues se desberguenzan con la mutitud a 
llegar munchas vezes a la ciudad de donde algunas vezes an llebado 
forzibemente algunas esclabas que es- (F. 7.) estauan seguras En 
seruigio de sus amos y ansimismo saue que aunque la Justicia 
hordinaria y alcaldes de la hermandad despachan quadrilleros y 
gente para que los prendan y traygan a esta ciudad munchas vezes 
si ellos no se rreduzen a el seruicio de sus amos no es posible allanallos 
por la aspereza de la tierra y espesura de los montes y esto 
i ewe ke pele es aks bea hl eNaeuee wow ee awd 
2 a la segunda pregunta dixo que dize lo que dho tiene en la 

pregunta antes de esta y que demas de esto save que sino 
se pone rremedio en ebitar estos ynconbinientes esta muy a peligro 
esta ciudad de mayores atreuimientos y desuerguenzas de los dhos 
eS a ee Pere eee ee ee 


3 a la terzera pregunta dixo que dize lo que dho tiene en 
EIN os bs sae hs ev ewes hiseee ewes 
1 a la quarta pregunta dixo que este t° saue que quando el 


doctor cazeres oydor que fue de la rreal audienzia de 
santo domingo de la ysla (P. 14.) espafiola hizo las hordenanzas 
que le siruen a esta ciudad de buen gouierno era un pueblo pequefio 
y de muy pocos vezinos y por el consiguiente como era gente pobre 
y que auia poco que auian poblado esta ¢iu’ no tenian sino muy 
pocos esclavos y es domesticos porque como era muy poco numero 
no se atreuian a las desuerguenzas que agora se atreuen por ser el 
numero muy crezido que pasan entre esclauas y esclabos de mas de 
quatro mill animas que como se den tantos y los vezinos no la 
quinta parte se ue que andan muy engreydos de manera que no es 
sefior ninguno de sus amos a castigar a los dhos esclabos sin que 
por el mismo caso no se les alzen y huyan todo lo qual a menester 
se prouea de rremedio con diligengia y cuydado porque no suzeda 
de la desuerguenza con que procgeden algun caso (F. 8.) lastimoso 
y que sea exenplo a otras partes como por estos tienpos se a sonado 
ordenauan alzamiento en la ciudad de mexico y pueblo de los 
angeles de la nueua espafia y esto rresponde.................... 
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5 a la quinta pregunta dixo que este t° entiende y saue que 

es nescesario y muy menesteroso que se prouea de rremedio 
todos los dhos ynconuinientes en las preguntas antes desta rreferidos 
porque de no lo hazer como tiene dho esta esta ciudad y los vez 
della muy a peligro y se entiende que si no fuera por el presidio que 
dentro de si tiene ya ubieran hecho algun mouimiento escandaloso 
por donde este t° saue que es menester que la hordenanza que en 
esta ciudad ay que trata de el castigo y modo de rreprimir la 
ynsolengia de estos esclabos sera muy conbiniente que se estienda 
a mayores castigos que los que hasta oy se an hecho en ella (P. 16.) 
y que se haga una caxa donde contribuyan todos los vez que 
tubieren esclabos barones para que della se pueda socorrer y pagar 
a los quadrilleros y gente que en demanda de los dhos negros 
salieren sin que zesen de sienpre seguillos hasta tanto que quede la 
tierra linpia y la ciudad quieta y segura y que el negro que 
delinquiere en saltear o hazer otras fuerzas a los esclabos o esclauas 
que los Sefiores desta ciudad y haziendas del canpo se les de pena 
corporal de manera que a ello sea castigo y a los demas exenplo y 
i S55. EG ARR CAN ae ce 
6 a la sesta pregunta dixo que dize lo que dho tiene y es la 

uerdad para el juramento que hizo y lo firmo de su 
nombre y que es de hedad de zinquenta afios poco mas 0 menos y 
que no le tocan ninguna de las generales de la ley Juan frz barreda 
/ ante mi gaspar p°z de borroto escriuano....................00. 
(F. 9.) En la ciudad de la hauana en el dho dia nueue de 
7 marzo del dho afio el dho pedro de ofiate procurador 

general desta ciudad para la dha ynformacion presento por 
t°? a venito luis vez® desta giu? del qual fue rrezibido juramento 
En forma de derecho y prometio de dezir uerdad y siendo preguntado 
por las preguntas del ynterrogatorio dixo lo sigt®................. 
1 a la primera pregunta dixo que este t° saue y a bisto que 

por el termino desta giudad andan munchos negros 
simarrones huydos del seruicgio de sus amos y algunos a mas de seis 
afios que no an podido ser auidos aunque los an ydo a buscar a 
causa destar escondidos en montes muy espesos y en sierras que 
no se pueden entrar a ellas sino es con muncha dificultad y sauiendo 
las entradas de los caminos y es publico que se ban juntando grande 
cantidad (P. 18.) dellos y pretenden hazer poblagion con negras 
que traen en su conpafiia y esto rresponde...................00. 
2 a la segunda pregunta dixo que este t° saue y es cosa 

publica que los dhos negros simarrones salen a los caminos 
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a quitar y rrobar la rropa a los que por ellos pasan para su bestir 
por no tener otra p*® de donde les benga sino lo hurtan y se ban a 
las ystancias y corrales a rrobar lo que hallan y matar los ganados 
que hallan para su sustento y los lleban a los rranchos donde estan 
sin que sea pusible poderlo rremediar porque andan en quadrillas 
con munchas armas de puntas y arcos con que se defienden y ofenden 
a los que los quieren prender porque an muerto y herido a munchos 
que los an querido prender y an sucedido munchos dafios y en- 
NN icine poe vb see Sw Rw ev ewn reer ss 
(F. 10.) a la terzera pregunta dixo que este t° saue que los 
3 dhos negros fuxetibos ban por las ystangias y corrales 

ynduziendo a otros negros que estan en seruigio de sus 
amos a que se huyan y ausenten y los lleban consigo a fin de hazer 
grande quadrilla de negros para poderse defender de quien los 
fuere a prender y asi se suela juntar cantidad de negros simarrones 
que son muy dificultosos de prender y podrian juntarse tanta 
cantidad que acometiesen a alzarse con la ¢iudad a causa de la 
grande suma de negros que ay en ella y esto rresponde........... 
4 a la quarta pregunta dixo que este t° a oydo dezir despues 

que esta en esta ciudad que a el tienpo de las hordenanzas 
de ella se hizieron auia muy poca poblacion de gente y se dexa 
entender ser asi porque despues que este t° esta en ella a ydo 
sienpre En grande (P. 20.) aumento porque le pareze abra 4a el 
presente mas de setecientos vezinos y mas de quatro mill negros 
porque es grande la cantidad que ay dellos y si algun negro que se 
huye lo quiere la Justicgia castigar su amo lo defiende que no se a de 
condenar en pena corporal sino pecunaria conforme lo dispone la 
hordenanza y ansi no se castigan los delitos que hazen y se atreuen 
cada dia a hazer otros mayores y esto rresponde................. 
5 a la quinta pregunta dixo que para la quietud y seguridad 

desta ciudad conbiene y es muy nescesario aumentar el 
rrigor de la hordenanza porque haziendose exenplar castigo en 
algunos otros tomarian exenplo y no se atreuerian a huirse como lo 
hazen ni cometer los delitos que cometen y esto rresponde y es la 
uerdad para el juramento que hizo y que es de hedad de treinta y 
cinco afios y que no le tocan las generales y lo firmo (F. 11.) benito 
luis ante mi gaspar perez de borroto escrivano................... 
t° E despues de lo suso en la dha ciudad de la hauana en 

doze dias del mes de marzo de mill y seiscientos y nueue 
a°s el dho alferez pedro de ofiate procurador general desta ciudad 
para la dha ynformagion presento por t° a martin de morales 
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vezino y fiel executor desta ciudad del qual fue tomado y rreziuido 
Juramento en forma de derecho y prometio de dezir verdad y 
siendo preguntado por el tenor de las preguntas del dho ynterroga- 
ee rrr ey ere 
1 a la primera pregunta dixo que este t° saue como vegino 

desta dha ciudad de v** y dos afios a esta parte poco mas o 
menos que en el termino y juridicion de esta ciudad e ysla andan 
de muy de hordinario deldho tienpo a esta parte cantidad de 
esclabos y esclabas gimarro- (P. 22.) nes fuxetibos y ausentes del 
seruicio de sus amos y algunos de los quales a mas de tres o cuatro 
afios que no paregen ni pueden ser auidos y aunque salen rran- 
cheadores y quadrillas a buscallos no los pueden hallar y este t° 
entiende que por ser la tierra tan aspera y montuosa y estar metidos 
en los asperos montes della no pueden entrar a dar con ellos y si 
alguna vez aziertan son topando las veredas zerradas zerradas que 
tienen los dhos negros y esto rresponde y saue desta preg**........ 
2 a la segunda pregunta dixo que lo que della saue es y 

entendido por cosa zierta y uerdadera que los dhos negros 
que ansi andan zimarrones por la mayor parte dellos salen de 
noche a rrobar los hatos y corrales y estancias desta ciudad y 
de dia a quitar las comidas a los negros que las lleuan a las haziendas 
de sus amos y salen hasta el exido desta ciudad a lle- (F. 12.) barse 
consigo a las negras que hallan y asimismo matan para se sustentar 
los ganados mayores y de zerda y destruyen los mayzares yuca y 
prantanares y otros bastimentos para llebar a sus rranchos sin que 
sea posible defenderselo por andar como andan armados con puntas 
y dexarretaderas y algunos con flechas y arcos de forma que se 
rresisten de los rrancheadores quando los an buscado y los hallan 
y an herido y muerto algunas vezes algunos rrancheadores y 
poniendose en arma contra ellos y esto rresponde desta preg**. .... 
3 a la terzera Pregunta dixo que dize lo que dho tiene en las 

preguntas antes desta y saue este t° que los dhos negros 
alzados zimarrones salen a las ystangias y corrales y hatos para 
llebar consigo y enquietar los que estan en seruigio de sus amos 
y los an llebado consigo alzados (P. 24.) y lebantados y saue este 
t°? que auido vezes munchos esclabos huydos en cantidad que le 
pareze a este t° que dello si no se rremedia se rresultar tanta copia 
que se atreuiesen a lebantarse y benir contra esta ciudad y matar 
muncha gente della por ser enemigos de los espafioles y esto saue 
PY siiu aneund vikatnk ee Yhnmceweh aahels etced cites meee 
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4 a la quarta pregunta dixo que lo que saue este t° es que 

al tienpo que bino a bibir a esta ciudad auia en ella muy 
poca poblacion y muy pocos esclabos y estaua hecha y hordenada 
la hordenanza que la preg** dize y a el presente el dia de oy ay mas 
de seiscientos vezinos y mas de quatro mill negros y esclabas y asi 
si se prende algun negro zimarron el amo que le toca el dho esclabo 
cimarron sale a defenderlo y asi no se le da mas pena que la de la 
hordenanza que es pecunaria / a la qual se rremite por cuya causa 
tiene (F. 13.) por zierto este t° que por ser la pena muy lebe tiene 
que los gimarrones cobran animo para huirse luego que los sueltan 
y esto rresponde a esta pregunta. ........... cece cece eee 
5 ala quinta pregunta dixo que a este t° le pareze que para la 

enmienda y castigos de los dhos negros cimarrones y quie- 
tud y seguridad de esta tierra es nescgesario castigarse con rrigor los 
negros cimarrones y aumentar el rrigor de la hordenanza que tiene 
esta ciudad y de no se hazer se podria temer algun alzamiento de 
los dhos esclabos zimarrones como lo es notorio lo a auido en otras 
partes y a el presente lo ay en la nueba espajia y esto rresponde.... 
6 a la sesta pregunta dixo que dize lo que dho tiene en las 

preguntas antes de esta y es la uerdad y lo que saue para 
el juramento que hizo y lo firmo de su nonbre y que es de hedad 
de quarenta afios poco mas o menos (P. 26.) y que no le tocan 
ninguna de las generales de la ley martin de morales ante mi gaspar 
se hrig WOW wd kiwiacwnbie Wa'wis bie es bb's! aa eres 
En la ciudad de la hauana en dos dias del mes de abrill de mill y 
seiscientos y nueue afios ante el sefior don gaspar rruiz de pereda 
y en presencia de mi el escriuano paregio el dho procurador general 
pedro de ofiate y dixo que en esta causa no quiere dar ni presentar 
mas testigos de los presentados que su merced le mande dar vn 
traslado de la dha ynformacion que tiene dada y autorizado En 
forma como tiene pedido para la presentar ante su magestad de su 
rreal consejo de yndias E luego el dho sefior gouernador bisto lo 
pedido por el dho procurador general y la dha ynformagion dixo 
que mandaua y mando a mi el dho escriuano le de della un traslado 
dos o mas y autorizados en forma, como lo pide a lo qual dixo que 
(F. 14.) ynterponia E ynterpuso su auturidad y decreto judicial 
tanto quanto podia y de derecho oviere lugar y lo firmo de su 
nonbre D Gaspar Ruiz de Pereda 

(Rubricado) 

E yo gaspar perez de borroto escriuano del Rey nro s' y del cabildo 
y concejo desta ciudad de sant xpoual de la hauana lo fize escriuir 
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y sacar del original que ante mi paso de mandamiento del dho s* 
gouer®? que aRiba firmo su nonbre e por ende fize aqui mio signo 
ee re nn ee er re 
(Hay un signo) En testim® de verdad 
gaspar pz de borroto 
scriuano 

(Rubricado) 
(P. 28., y dos folios mas en blanco.) Al dorso se lee: ‘‘+ treslado 
de la ymformagion de el dafio de los negros esclauos ¢imarrones”’ 














BOOK REVIEWS 


British Slavery and Its Abolition, 1823-1838. By Wiiu1am Law 
Maruigeson. (Longmans, Green and Co., Ltd., 39 Paternoster 
Row, London, E. C. 4. Pp. 318.) 

This book, as the title imports, covers only fifteen years of 
a rather long struggle against slavery and the slave trade in 
the English-speaking world. The author believes that the actual 
movement for the abolition began in 1823. It succeeded partially 
in 1833, when, after being abolished, it had to struggle with a sort 
of apprenticeship which was not completely supplanted until 1838. 

The author aims, by the publication of this book, to invite more 
attention to the abolition movement in Great Britain. He feels 
that it has been overshadowed by the American anti-slavery move- 
ment, largely for the reason that it lasted thirty years longer and 
culminated in the Civil War. The book, too, is considered necessary 
because no scientific account of emancipation in the West Indies 
has been published since that abolition. The author observes also 
that, although the materials for a proper study of this period are 
available, most of the works which have been published are those 
of partisans that cannot be easily reconciled. They are about as 
far apart as the evidence taken by the Committee of the House of 
Lords appointed in 1832 to inquire into the ‘‘actual condition and 
treatment of slaves.” 

In the development of this treatise, the author has relied on 
dispatches and reports which were printed from year to year as 
Parliamentary Papers. Other works which have some bearing on 
the subject, however, have been quoted. These deal, in the main, 
with the West Indian group of colonies including British Guiana 
and British Honduras. The work does not take into consideration 
Mauritius and the Cape of Good Hope, which were also slave- 
holding colonies. 

In his introduction, the author gives interesting information in a 
survey of the old colonial system in the West Indies and the problems 
therein involved. In the first chapter, moreover, he does well the 
task of portraying slavery as it existed in the West Indies. In the 
chapter on amelioration, he begins the real task before him. Here 
he treats of the efforts of humanitarians like Wilberforce and 
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Buxton, the effects of their agitation and the manner in which the 
colonists met these emergencies. In the treatment of abolition and 
apprenticeship, the movement is well presented in its various 
bearings by showing the effect of it on the whole British system and 
the complex international situation. 

Some of the observations of the author will evoke discussion. 
With some of his conclusions many authorities will not agree. 
Even his method of development and his idea of proportion in the 
treatment of the various topics under consideration may not meet 
with universal approval. The book, however, is an interesting 
contribution and will supply a need. 


Folk Beliefs of the Southern Negro. By NEwBeEuLu NILEs PuckKeErTr. 
(The University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, N. C., 
1926. Pp. 644.) 

The publication of this book is most unfortunate. The reason 
is that, although unscientific, it will be referred to for a number of 
years as a standard work in its field. Inasmuch as nothing more 
authentic has been done, the reading public in quest of such informa- 
tion will naturally refer to this incomplete and misinforming 
treatise. This, however, is nothing unusual; for, with respect to 
the Negro, there is a dearth of worth while material. In this field 
the unreliable and unscientific author may still make a reputation 
in our backward country. This situation certainly emphasizes the 
urgent need for scientific study of Negro life and history that the 
publication of such works as this one under consideration may be 
rendered impossible. 

The author’s intentions were all good; and as far as he went, his 
methods may be endorsed with some modification. He examined 
accessible material, traveled through the South, and came into 
personal contact with the Negroes themselves. From them he 
learned much about their folk beliefs, their manners, and their 
customs. The information which he thereby collected is of value, 
and could have been used by him for some scientific purpose. Like 
too many American writers, however, he rushed into print before he 
finished the task. Before publishing his book, he should have 
studied the background of the Negro in Africa, their importation 
into the West Indies, and their transplantation thence to the United 
States He .made a mistake in thinking that quotations from the 
unscientific works of the numerous misinforming writers on Africa 
and the West Indies would suffice when, as a matter of fact, many 
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of the persons whom he quoted knew less about the Negro than 
the author himself. In some of the works which he used, however, 
it must be admitted that there could be obtained facts scientifically 
presented. But, such little attention having been given to Africa 
up to this time, however, these few scientific productions only 
give a fragmentary picture of that unexplored background. 

One might say in defense of the author that such a study as this 
required in this review would have been impossible for a single 
individual. To a certain extent, a contention to this effect would 
be correct. If, however, such is the case, he should not stamp half 
information as full information and should not name his book Folk 
Beliefs of the Southern Negro when the beliefs therein are no more 
Negro beliefs than they are Teuton, Latin, or American beliefs. 
This is the main defect in the book. The author has confused folk 
beliefs of other people with folk beliefs of the Negro. It is true 
that Negroes in America have these ideas and superstitions, but 
some of these notions exist among white people who have never 
come into contact with Negroes, and some of them are not found 
among the Negroes in Africa. It can be easily established that 
most of these beliefs may be accredited to the Negroes of today; 
but here the Negro may be holding to something which he learned 
from the white man years ago, and which the white man has laid 
aside as a result of his advancement in education, while the 
Negro has not been sufficiently enlightened to reach that stage in 
civilization. 

To call this book, therefore, the Folk Beliefs of the American 
Negro is coming no nearer to the truth than to designate as the record 
of the Negro soldiers the entire history of an army during a war 
when only a few thousand Negro soldiers were engaged; or we 
might say it is tantamount to calling a comprehensive history of 
the United States, like that of Channing or McMaster, a history 
of the Negro when the Negro merely figured as a participant in 
the drama of history. The author should have entitled his book 
Folk Beliefs of the American People. Unless it is understood in 
this light, the book will do much to cover up the truth and give a 
wrong point of view with respect to a large element in the United 
States. 
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The Spirit of Freedom and Justice; Orations and Speeches. By the 
Right Rev. Reverpy C. Ransom. A. M. E. Sunday School 
Union, Nashville, Tenn., 1926. Pp. 175.) 


This collection of the important addresses of Bishop R. C. 
Ransom will be welcomed by the public. For a number of years, 
he has been before the country as a minister and an editor. In 
both of these capacities, he has rendered creditable service. His 
efforts, however, have not been restricted to his own particular 
church in which he has served with distinction, but he has found 
time to cooperate with other movements and to express his thought 
on all important issues concerning the Negro. During the last 
generation, there has not been among the Negroes a movement of 
consequence in which his voice has not been heard either in warning 
his people against evil tendencies or in urging upon them the 
performance of important duties. These orations, heard some of 
them long ago, but now in this useful form, will be extensively 
read. 

These addresses vary according to occasions. Among them we 
find the centennial oration on William Lloyd Garrison, delivered 
by the author in Faneuil Hall, Boston, December 11, 1905. Then 
follows a bit of prophecy together with a tribute to John Brown at 
the meeting of the Niagara Movement at Harper’s Ferry, West 
Virginia, in 1906. There appears also an eloquent oration on Abra- 
ham Lincoln at Carnegie Hall in New York City, February, 1912. 
This, however, hardly surpasses the author’s eulogy on Charles 
Sumner in Boston in 1911. A similar tribute to Wendell Phillips 
is equally impressive. From the point of view of argument, the 
author’s discourse on the disfranchisement of the Negro, delivered 
in 1910, is not easily surpassed. The remaining portion of the 
book is given to various speeches, all of which may be read with 
profit by any one interested in studying the mind of the Negro as a 
reaction to his treatment in America. 


The Negro in Our History. By Carter G. Woopson. Fourth 
Edition. (The Associated Publishers, Washington, D. C. Pp. 
525. Price $3.15.) 


This book, designed to “present to the average reader in succinct 
form a history of the United States as it has been influenced by the 
presence of the Negro in this country” has borne the brunt of the 
movement for the popularization of Negro history. Behind it, 
there has been the accumulative weight of the ever-increasing 
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scholarly output of the Association for the Study of Negro Life and 
History, but the spread of the movement as it has affected mass 
opinion has been due in greater part to the effectiveness of this 
brief manual than to the many monographs and articles of the Jour- 
NAL OF Necro History. They have influenced historical scholar- 
ship, and made substantial contributions to it, but this book has 
done in its way a still more important service. It has actually 
remolded the attitude of the popular mind, especially among 
Negroes, as to the place and importance of the Negro in American 
history. Published originally in 1921, it has run through three 
editions; and as it now is in its fourth, it is well to estimate it as the 
arm of a movement that could not pursue its scientific task without 
first cutting through the popular misconceptions and prejudices 
which stood in the way of a fair and clear historical outlook. Dr. 
Woodson sensed this situation accurately when he supplemented 
his monographs and documentary studies with this educative appeal 
to the average reader, and addressed himself directly to the task 
of developing a popular interest in Negro history. So successful 
has this been that we now have Negro history recognized as an 
indispensable feature of the curriculum in special and separate 
Negro schools, and organized movements like ‘Negro History 
Week” conducting a nation-wide campaign for popularizing the 
knowledge of race history and tradition. 

Few research projects have had so practical a by-product of 
public service. Before the publication of this book all of the 
attempts to offset the biased attitudes and correct the omissions of 
school history with regard to the Negro had been either un- 
authoritative or too polemical to be soundly instructive. This 
book was a pioneer of anything approximating a scientific state- 
ment of the Negro’s part in American history brought within the 
reach of the average reader or the child of school age. The now 
formidable movement for the study of Negro history in Negro 
schools owes a great deal of its impetus to the influence of this book. 
It has become practically a standard text for the curriculum of 
such schools. 

In the nature of things, the book is essentially a compendium of 
facts. Perhaps its influence upon the general mind has been most 
helpful because of this matter-of-fact, non-argumentative attitude. 
Certainly for the university a more interpretative text is needed; 
but the first phase of the task was to supply the omissions of the 
current school histories and to stimulate race pride directly in terms 
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of a knowledge of the salient facts about the Negro’s historical past. 
Now that a general enlightenment has actually been brought about, 
the situation is ripe for interpretation. No one noting the very posi- 
tive effects of just this initial campaign for information can doubt 
that the social significance of the movement will eventually be very 
considerable. Indeed, when the record is finally balanced, the réle 
of this book as the wedge of the entire movement will be apparent, 
and we shall then acknowledge that it belongs to that select class of 
books that have brought about a revolution of mind. 
ALAIN LOCKE 











NOTES 


From the press of Charles Scribner’s Sons has come The American 
People, A History by Professor Thomas Jefferson Wertenbaker. 
In this volume there is not sufficient new material or original 
treatment to justify its appearance among the already numerous 
works on American history which are so much more informing than 
this. 


A Political and Social History of the United States by Professors 
Thomas C. Hockett and Arthur M. Schlesinger, in two volumes, 
published by the Macmillan Company, is a much more scholarly and 
more useful treatment of our history. This work is valuable, both 
from the point of view of additional information and new treatment. 


Thomas Y. Crowell of New York has published a large volume 
entitled The History of Economic Progress in the United States by 
Professor W. W. Jennings of the University of Kentucky. Unfortu- 
nately, however, the author shows the unscientific tendency of 
saying less and less about the Negro in keeping with the rule of 
historians who are yielding to racial bias. 


This same shortcoming is apparent in The Civil War and 
Readjustment in Kentucky by Professor E. Merton Coulter of the 
University of Georgia, published by the University of North 
Carolina Press. In such a work there would have been ample space 
for a real contribution in the study of the social and economic 
conditions of the Negro immediately after the Civil War. 


In Professor Frank H. Hankins’ The Racial Basis of Civilization, 
brought out by Alfred A. Knopf, there is a discussion of the “‘per- 
nicious propaganda” relating to the Nordic myth of race superiority. 


Professor Jerome Dowd of the University of Oklahoma has 
brought out through the Century Company The Negro in American 
life. In this volume, he has presented much controversial matter 
bearing upon the race problem in the United States. In certain 
chapters of the book, there is some historic material, but it abounds 
rather in opinions of persons who have engaged in this discussion. 
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